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NEWS LETTER 


FROM 


THE SECRETARY’S OFFICE 
TO 
THE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 


For some time the Executive Board has been con- 
sidering the possibility of issuing a news letter which 
would go out to the members of the Association every 
three or four months. The purpose of such a letter 
would be to acquaint the membership with the general 
work of the Association. It is evident that there are 
many things of interest transpiring that are of such 
a nature that they can not very well be published in 
Studies and Records. The Board did not see its way 
clear to provide the necessary funds for a news letter 
because of the large material of historical interest 
ready for publication. When the question was brought 
up again at the meeting of the Board held in Nisse- 
dahle last July Mr. J. A. Holmboe, a member of the 
Board of Finance, promised a donation of $50.00 in 
order that a start might be made. And so the first 
number of the letter goes forth to the members. 


This first issue deals largely with the Historical 
Archives. We have purposely chosen to emphasize 
this angle of our work because the success of this 
branch of our activity needs the interest and support 
of every member of our Association. If we had the 
funds needed for sending out a fieldman we could se- 
cure a large amount of valuable material. But how 


much more could we not gather if every member would ° 


decide to do some work for the Archives in his own 
neighborhood. 


The Secretary has been charged with the responsi- 
bility of issuing the News Letter. Will you kindly let 
us know whether you think this undertaking should 
be continued or not. Will you also give us the benefit 
of your reactions both as to form and content. 


THE PERMANENT FUND 


In his financial statement of June 30th our Treasurer, 
Mr. Birger Osland, reports $13,500.00, par value, in- 
vested in securities. 


FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY, MR. HETLE 


The membership keeps up remarkably well consider- 
ing the times. Many of those who cannot pay the dues 
now assure us that they wish to continue their member- 
ship and to pay as soon as possible so as not to miss 
any of the publications. 


Several libraries and individuals have joined during 
the summer because they have chanced to read our pub- 
lications and have thought so well of them that they 
want to be placed permanently on our mailing list. 


The work of your Association is beginning to com- 
mand attention all-over the country, and the books is- 
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sued so far have received the highest commendation 
everywhere. In fact. The Norwegian American His- 
torical Association is on the way to become a model for 
other national groups and has done much to spur others 
on to similar efforts. 


If the present membership will consider themselves 
specially appointed to work for the Association there is 
no reason why we should not do a tremendous piece 
of work for American history and become a great cul- 
tural factor in this country. We have the historians, 
and we have the material, but we need more members, 
and -the literature of the association should be more 
generally read within our own group than is yet the 
case. They would enjoy immensely reading their own 
history if they knew what the Association has to offer. 


THE EDITORIAL BOARD 


The editorial board has been augmented by the elec- 
tion to that body of Mr. Carlton C. Qualey of New 
York. Mr. Qualey is now completing a dissertation on 
the spread of Norwegian settlement in America. He 
spent a portion of last summer in Norway. 


Considerable progress has been made recently in the 
translation of the invaluable diary of Sgren Bache, 
1839-47, 
translation was a painstaking transcript of the original 
diary, an undertaking that was successfully completed 
by Professor Andreas Elviken of Temple University, 
Philadelphia, who is now at work on the translation. 


The preparation by Mr. Blegen of a biography of 
Johan R. Reiersen for the Dictionary of American 
Biography led to the discovery of a collection of orig- 
inal Reiersen letters and materials in the possession of 
the grandsons of the noted Texas pioneer colonizer. 
The collection of papers recently was sent to Mr. 
Blegen for examination, transcription, and translation 
by Mr. Charles L. Reiersen of New York. Mr. Jacob 
Hodnefield of St, Paul assisted in transcribing some 
of the documents, and translations of some of these are 


now being made by Mr. Carl O. Paulson, a graduate 


student in the University of Wisconsin. 
STUDIES AND REcorps, VoLUME EIGHT 


The eighth volume of Norwegian-American Studies 
and Records is nearly ready for distribution. It is a 
substantial publication of about 175 pages and the ten 
articles and documents which it contains are filled with 
new contributions that touch many facets of immigrant 
life and experience, ranging from the immigrant fath- 


A necessary preliminary to this work of © 


ers of the thirties to Norwegian-American journalism 
in the twentieth century. 


Professor Laurence M. Larson contributes an essay 
of unusual interest on the beginnings of Norwegian- 
American fiction. He rescues from oblivion, in a story 
of fascinating human interest, the earliest precursor 
of the author of Giants im the Earth. Another con- 
tribution that touches literary history is the complete 
text of Ole Rynning’s emigrant song, here published 
and translated for the first time. This interesting rec- 
ord pictures the scene of a Seventeenth of May cele- 
bration in mid-ocean nearly a hundred years ago. 


Among documents of special interest that are pub- 
lished in the volume is a letter written by Johannes 
Nordboe from the prairies of Illinois in 1837, the 
original of which was discovered by a Norwegian 
scholar. Many readers will also be interested in four 
immigrant letters written from Texas in 1852, includ- 
ing one by the liberal editor, J. R. Reiersen, and one by 
the gifted Mrs. Werenskjold. 


Several contributions in the volume relate to the 
role that has been played by the press in Norwegian- 
American life. One is a study of the attitude taken 
by Emugranten in an early presidential election, and an- 
other is an analysis of the editorial policy of a leading 


Norwegian-American newspaper at the beginning of 


the twentieth century. 


Other materials in the book include a salty narrative 
of emigrant travel in the fifties, told by a contemporary 
and based upon his own shrewd observations; a criti- 
cal study of the introduction of Norwegian immi- 
grants to American frontier politics; and a carefuily 
prepared list of recent writings of Norwegian-Ameri- 
can interest. 


Contributors to the volume include, in addition to 
Professor Larson, Dr. Martin B. Ruud, Mr. Arne Odd 
Johnsen, Mr. Lyder L. Unstad, Dr. Bayrd Still. Mr. 
Albert O. Barton, Dr. Harold M. Tolo, Miss Agnes 
M. Larson, Mr. Jacob Hodnefield,‘and the. Reverend 
Py axemernrtsen 


The volume is printed in the same attractive style as 
volume 7 and closes with a list of the members and 
officers of the Norwegian-American Historical Asso- 
ciation. There is a preface by Mr. Blegen, the man- 
aging editor. 


Volume 8 of Studies and Records is the fourteenth 
separate publication to be issued by the Association. 
In addition to the series of Studies and Records, there 
are three volumes in a travel and description series and 
three special historical works. 


From the annual report of the managing editor: 


“The publication work of such an institution as the 
Norwegian-American Historical Association must aim 
constantly at high standards, lasting values, and con- 
tributions to the field that it cultivates. Great bulk is 
not required ; nor is it essential to produce a rapid flow 
of publications. If the work, however, is carried on 
steadily and persistently, the passing years will witness 
the creation of a special library of materials that will 
rank well in extent as well as from other points of 
view.” 


ANOTHER IMPORTANT BOOK 


It is expected that the next publication of the Nor- 
wegian-American Historical Association will be “The 
Civil War Letters of Colonel Hans Christian Heg,” 
edited by Mr. Blegen. The original letters have been 
transcribed, and the managing editor is now engaged 
in writing an historical introduction for the volume. 
Its publication is made possible by generous gifts of 
funds from Mr. Magnus Swenson, Madison, Wis., 


~$500.00; Mr. Arthur Andersen, Chicago, IIl., $500.00; 


Mr. J. A. Holmboe, Oklahoma City, Okla., $100.00; 
Mr. Olaf Halvorsen, Huntington Park, Calif., $100.00; 
Mr. Gus G. Martin, Pacific Palisades, Calif., $50.00; 
total $1,250.00. Since the estimated cost of publica- 
tion has been set at $1,500.00 it is hoped that others 
will contribute the necessary balance. 


OUR TASK 


Almost within the period of the present generation 
the country in which we live has left behind it the 
frontier day and passed into a “whirl of modernism” 
in which we find ourselves almost hopelessly confused. 
The rapidity and vigor with which the United States 
has developed is probably unmatched in the whole 
history of the world. In the shaping of this panorama 
of American Life every person who has breathed the 
air of this land has left footprints, be they good or bad. 


Once upon a time in history we presumed that the 
only footprints worthy of study were those of famous 
military men with their campaigns, noted battles, and 
conquests; later we added to that list, men active in 
the business of state. History was past politics we 
wrote in letters big and bold. Today we have caught 
a newer vision. No longer do we accredit military 
generals or statesmen alone in shaping the destiny of 
our land. At the present time we are attempting to 
bring about the integration of all the aspects of life 
in order to better account for this illustve thing which 
we call American Civilization. Whether we have 
guided affairs of state or guided the homely plow, 
whether we have been. engineers whose skill has made 
the “incredible skyscraper” or whether fate has placed 
us in an “incredible slum” we are one and all makers 
of American History. 


In these many aspects which we study in order to 
understand the world about us the question of races 
plays no meager part. From other lands races have 
brought their heritage to America and attuned it to a 
very different environment and they must be brought 
into focus in the analysis of, that, which we term 
American Civilization. And it is in one of these races 
that this organization, the Norwegian-American His- 
torical Association, has a throbbing interest. 


We are eager to trace the environment of our Fath- 
ers beyond the confines of this continent in order to 
learn from what sort of homes they came; we want to 
know what qualities of heart, of mind and of body they 
brought with them. We want to know what they have 
done to America; and we want to know what America 
had done to them. And it is in order to make it pos- 
sible to search into such matters as these that the 
Archives of the Norwegian American Historical As- 
sociation have been established. These Archives serve 
as an assemblying place where materials are gathered 
together that will throw light on our people who have 
settled America. 


Already these Archives have much of interest. No 


part of this arrangement offers more fascination than 
the manuscript division which has letters, diaries, and 
such written by men and women whose roots are in 
the rugged coast of Norway, but who have chosen 
America as their new homeland. 


Quite a few of these letters were written in the for- 
ties when Norwegian immigration began with a bit 
more speed. From that time they continue on to the 
present day. The reader’s heart throbs at the heart- 
ache in these letters; then again the reader almost 
leaps with joy at the conquest made by these people 
in a new land. These letters are intimate sources of 
life and every day life as it has been lived in America. 


In the group of early letters are those of Elise 
Werenskjold who came to Texas from Norway in 
1847. In her native land she was a pioneer school 
teacher and her letters reflect the precision and careful 
training of such a person. Her handwriting is noth- 
ing short of the copy book and the content which is 
usually a theme on Texas, has a charm which weaves 
a picture so vivid, so attractive, and so enticing of this 
her adopted land which she so eagerly wishes to share 
with others. Such material reveals much of the spirit 
of the time which was Texas before the Civil War. 


In this collection the reader finds the story of Hal- 
ver Solveson who with his three companions, one of 
whom was Hans Christian Heg, journeyed to Cali- 
fornia seeking to enhance their fortunes in the great 
gold rush. Four pairs of oxen took them from old 
Muskego to Sacramento traveling steadily from March 
17, 1849, to August 29 of that year. Their experi- 
ences are those of many en route but the color with 
which it is written and the facts as they are given en- 
able the reader to capture the real spirit of that time. 
The sturdiness of character and the aggressive spirit 
of these men pointedly foretell that they will be lead- 
ers in the parts to which they go. Surely this was to 
become so in the case of Hans Christian Heg who is 
known to every American of Norwegian descent as 
the Colonel of the 15th Wisconsin who so courage- 
ously led his men at the tragic siege of Chickamauga 
where he gave his life for his chosen country. 


Immigrants leaving the homeland had moments of 
severe struggle when the time for departure drew near. 
One. young man, full of energy and life, eager for 
what America had for him pens a sad note in a letter 
to his father written on board the boat. It reads: “og 
den 15de om formidag saa vi Norges Land for sidste 
gang; det sidste vi saa af Norge var hgie snedek- 
kede Fjzlde.” 


Men of Norwegian descent in America went en- 
thusiastically into the Civil War. ‘They were eager to 
fight an evil so ignoble as slavery; the right of the in- 
dividual was a part of the lifeblood of the Norwegian 
wherever he lived. Many of these men were drawn into 
the army before they had even had occasion to learn 
the language of the Americans. Therefore we find 
letters in this collection filled with heart tearing lone- 
liness for they were strangers in a strange land. One 
man writes to his family: “Tiden forekommer mig 
meget lang—her er ingen som jeg kjender. Men 
meste trdst og moro er Bibelen som stadig er ved min 
side.” 


Occasionally the reader finds a letter beaming with 
spontaneity and joy at accomplishment in the new 
world. One young Norwegian in New York expresses 
himself in such a way in a letter to his family in Nor- 
way when he had an order for designs “for New 
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Yorks Stérste Jewelry firma ‘The Tiffany Company’. 


But more generally the immigrant found the strain 
in the new world such that it was making inroads in 
his spirit. ‘“Hvor mange kostbare Aar har jeg ikke 
mistet her 1 Amerika i elendig arbeide og ingenting 
havt for det,’ writes a man whose letter shows clearly 
that he was tired of his days. His sister in Norway 
who felt for him as only a member of one’s own fam- 
ily can feel wrote to a friend in which she said: “Ja, 
han delte vel skjabne med tusinde andre.” A state- 
ment altogether too true in the shaping of this pano- 
rama which is America. The sacrifices of the heart 
and soul were great. And the effort was too great 
for many of those of gentler mold. Some were of dif- 
ferent texture. Some had a buoyant philosophy as one 
writer reveals after having pictured the vicissitudes of 
the immigrant in America dismisses it with this phrase, 
“Men some Reven sagde da den blev flaad det er en 
overgang.”’ 

If the reader is to capture the real spirit of the past 
such sources must be studied. Though the Archives 
already contain a nice arrangement of such manu- 
scripts, members of the Association must feel the re- 
sponsibility of gathering into the Archives that which 
is still on the outside. We are all eager to understand 
better the part our own people have played in the mak- 
ing of this panorama which is America. More sources 
will give safer conclusions in regard to that. 

AGNES M. Larson. 


NOTES FROM THE ARCHIVES 


Little is known about the historical collections of 
the Association. These miscellaneous notes may serve 
to show the type of material being added to the Ar- 
chives. 


A notebook with the cover-title “Protocoll for Den 
norske dramatiske Forening i Chicago, Ill.” contains 
the minutes and accounts of a Norwegian dramatic so- 
ciety, organized in 1868. The title-page appears as 
follows: 

Wen 
norske dramatiske 
Forening 
i 
Chicago. 
Stiftet den 12te Martz 1868.” 
Motto: “Ei blot til Lyst.” 


The first performance was given March 28, 1868, at 
which plays by Bggh and Hostrup were presented. The 
books show a loss of $34.01 in this initial attempt. A 
large number of the programs are pasted in the secre- 
tary’s record. A list of plays, numbering 156 titles, 
is found at the end of the book. The society appeared 
in Madison, Wisconsin, in October, 1869. “Norwe- 
gian sufferers” in the fire of 1871 were given $175. 


A letter written to Langeland by Ansten K. Natesta, 
dated March 25, 1884, is preserved among the papers 
of Knud Langeland. The writer tells how the “Amer- 


(Ne 


Y 
. } ica-fever” struck him as early as 1835, adding some- 


. 


thing about his journeys. 

The number of exchanges continually coming in 
show that the Publications of the Association are re- 
ceiving recognition. The following are on the list of 
exchanges : 


American Antiquarian Society. Proceedings. 
' Det kongelige norske Videnskabers Selskabs Skrif- 
Cer. 
Det norske Videnskabs-Akademi i Oslo. Skrifter. 
Historisk Tidskrift (Swedish). 
Illinois State Historical Library. Collections. 
Indiana Magazine of History 


Institute of Historical Research (London). Bulle- 


‘tin. 


Universitetets historiske Seminar. 
linger. 

University of Michigan. Publications. 

Wisconsin Magazine of History. 

Washington Historical Quarterly. 


(Oslo). Avhand- 


From the report of the managing editor: 

“Tf the association is to meet adequately the re- 
sponsibilities that face it, it must give more thought to 
the double problem of collecting historical materials 
and of making its collections available for the use of 


scholars.” 


WHAT OTHERS SAY ABOUT US 
A reviewer in the Mississippi Valley Historical Re- 
view, commenting recently on one of the volumes pub- 
lished by the Norwegian-American Historical Associa- 
tion, asserted that this organization is today the “most 
active historical society among the immigrant groups 
in the United States.” 


AN HISTORIAN’S CALL 


The Norwegian-American Historical Society has 
performed a great service in stimulating our interest in 
pioneer history and in recording the contributions of 
the people of Norse ancestry to American life. We 
can not write the history of this country without the 
knowledge of the contributions made by the recent im- 
migrant races. 


‘We realize now that this work should have been be- 
gun long ago while some of the records now extinct 
were available. But it is not too late. However, the 
work has only begun, and the task of gathering all the 
records is a big one. It is a task of such proportions 
that the officers of the association can not be expected 
to do it all. 


All of us of Norse ancestry are asked to contribute 
what we are able to this enterprise. All may do some- 
thing by keeping in mind that the Collections of the 
society are located at St. Olaf College and should be 
increased by the addition of every book or publication 
by or about the Norwegians and their activities in this 
country. 


Will each one of you consider yourself a committee 
of one to solicit such material so as to make our Col- 


lections as complete as possible? All who are in pos- 
session of such material will be glad to make a con- 
tribution of this kind in order to preserve our history 


~ gn America. 


Wm. C. BENSON. 


LOOKING AHEAD 


The editorial board is planning to prepare a compre- 
hensive index of the Studies and Records series, fol- 
lowing the completion of volume 10 in 1936. 


THE FOLLOWING ARE THE MOST RECENT NEW 
MEMBERS OF OUR ASSOCIATION: 


ASSOCIATE 


Trygve Ager, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

A. J. Anderson, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Ingrid Bergo, Chicago, Ill. 

Agnes Erickson, Chicago, III. 

Aslaug B. Enerson, Chicago, III. 

J. M. Green, Chicago, Il. 

Carl W. Jones, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Louis’ ©. Larsen, Brooklyn, NY. 

O. M. Malvig, Madagascar. 

F. V. Mohn, Eagle, Rock, Calif. 

J. H. Myrwang, Baltic, S. Dak. 

Olaf Otheim, Crosby, N. Dak. 

M. Albert Selness, Spring Grove, Minn. 
S. O. Simundson, Kenyon, Minn. 

A. Sommerfelt, Fergus Falls, Minn. 
Edward Storvick, Albert Lea, Minn. 
J. C. Thompson, Grand Meadow, Minn. 
T. S. Thompson, Mt. Horeb, Wis. 
Jane O. Thorpe, Minneapolis, Minn. 
M. E. Tronbol, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Alfred Tunem, East Stanwood, Wash. 
T. H. Ulsaker, Fargo, N. Dak. 
Osmund Vinje, Chicago, Ill. 

Erling Ylvisaker, Madison, Wis. 


SUSTAINING 


E. O. Giere, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Herbert P. Johnson, Evanston, IIl. 
Albert Soiland, Los Angeles, Calif. 


SOME AIS 4° DUES ARE, SPIEL UN PAD 
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NEWS LETTER. 


FROM 


THE SECRETARY’S OFFICE 
TO 
THE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 


Monday April 29th the Executive Board will meet 
at the home of Mr. Arthur Andersen in Winnetka, 
Illinois, as the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Andersen. The 
day will be devoted to business matters of the Asso- 
ciation. In the evening a general meeting will be 
held at the Chicago Norske Klub. The evening ses- 
sion will begin with a banquet which will be served at 
eight o ‘los The price per plate will be $1.00. We 
hope to have many of our members from Chicago and 
vicinity present. And we would urge our members 
to invite their friends to come too. A good program 
is being prepared for the evening. Pleasantly vivid 
memories remain of the similar meeting held in these 
quarters in 1926. 

The Norwegian-American Technical Society will 
meet in Chicago at the same time and we have been 
told that they may join us at this evening meetihg. 
Many of the members of this Society are staunch 
supporters of the Norwegian-American Historical As- 
sociation. 

On to Chicago Norske Klub, Monday evening, April 
29th, at eight o’clock! 


ANOTHER ACCOMPLISHMENT 


The Civil War Letters of Colonel Heg are in the 
press and will son be ready for distribution. Through 
the courtesy of the Wisconsin Historical Society our 
Association has been given permission to publish these 
letters and our Managing Editor, Prof. Theodore C. 
Blegen, has again done us a great service by editing 
these letters. It is almost unbelievable what Mr. Ble- 
gen is able to accomplish for us when we consider the 
many other taxing duties he has to perform. This is 
a labor of love which seems to spring from an unlim- 
ited source. 

FUND GROWS 


Mr. O. M. Oleson, Fort Dodge, Iowa, has contrib- 
uted $100.00 toward the Colonel Heg Civil War Let- 
ters fund. This fund now amounts to $1,350.00. We 
are still lacking about $200.00. 


LECTURES IN LONDON 


Professor Marcus L. Hansen, a member of our 
Board of Editors, is giving a series of lectures on Am- 
erican immigration in the University of London this 
spring. 

NEWS LETTER PRAISED 

Many favorable comments on the New Letter have 
been received. A large number of our members have 
expressed the hope ‘that funds will be provided to 
continue this project. Undoubtedly the Board will 
give this matter serious consideration at it’s next 
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THE ASSOCIATION ~  @NS 


Will Be 
TEN YEARS OLD 


October 6th, 1935 


meeting. We wish to remind our members of the 
fact that it is through the generosity of Mr, J. A. 
Holmboe that numbers one and two of the “Letter” 
have been made possible. 


OUR PRESIDENT 

Magnus Swenson came to America in 1868 when 
14 years old. 

He graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
in 188U and taught chemistry there for three years. 

He married in 1882 and had four daughters. 

After a successful business career he returned to 
Madison in 1900, where he now resides. 

Since his return to Madison he has held many po- 
sitions of trust, among them being a member and 
president of the Board of Regents of the University 
of Wisconsin, Chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Wisconsin Capitol Commission, Chairman of 
Wisconsin’s Council of Defense and Food Adminis- 
tration during the war, and Chief of Mission of the 
American Relief Administration for Northern Europe 
under Hoover. 

He is a director in the Norwegian America Line and 
also president of its American organization. 

The University of Wisconsin has conferred on him 
the honorary degrees of Master of Science, Mechani- 
cal Engineer, and Doctor of Laws. 

He has received the following decorations: United 
States Liberty Service Medal, St. Olaf of Norway, 
and White Rose of Finland. : 


WHAT OUR LEADERS SAY 


On October 6, this year the Norwegian American 
Historical Association will pass the 10th milepost of 
its life upon the highway, as a messenger to present 
and future American and foreign student of the quan- 
tity, quality and worth of the material, cultural and 
spiritual contributions furnished by the Norwegian 
Americans to the building of America and American 
life and institutions. 

The degree of success with which the Association, 
during the first decade of its existence and labors has 
pursued its objectives may be read in the record it has 
placed before the public in its publications. Only 
those men and women who have followed these pub- 
lications and their contents, are able to judge fairly 
as to the usefulness and real merits of the mission un- 
dertaken by the Association. We dare say that its ef- 
forts during the first decennium are auspicious, and 
have won the approval of discriminating students of 
American historical sourse material. 

As a charter member of the Association, and a firm 
believer in the importance and the value to our own 


racial group, and to other Americans generally, of its 
mission, I have enjoyed to be associated with the men 
and women who from the beginning have been active 
‘in the ranks of its militant membership. It is an hon- 
or and a privilege to be a member of the Norwegian 
American Historical Association. 

DG RISA, 

Vice President. 


Our financial position today, in my opinion, is good, 
which is due principally to the willingness and ability 
of a few men to make substantial contributions. Our 
membership (including sustaining members who pay 
$10. and ordinary members who pay $2. annually) has 
decreased from approximately 900 in 1930 to about 
660 at present. This membership reflects the sub- 


statial interest of our people in their own history in 


the United States. We should have very many more 
members. JI am wondering whether every present 
member could not send us at least one additional new 
member during 1935. Some day we shall have to 
cease boasting of the deeds of the Vikings of old and 
be satisfied to be judged by the record of our own 
doings here in the United States. It is that history 
which the Norwegian American Historical Associa- 
tion is busy recording for our own sons and daugh- 
ters and for posterity in general. 


BIRGER OSLAND, 
Treasurer. 


I am very sorry that I have been unable to attend 
the meetings of the “Norwegian American Historical 
Association” for some time, owing to other engage- 
ments or being away from home. But inasmuch as 
the balance of the members of the committee are so 
well qualified, and always willing to do this important 
work—why should I worry! I hope that all, wha pos- 
sibly can do so, will take out memberships in the as- 
sociation, and thereby help this fine organization to 
continue this most excellent and important work, 
which they so generously have done as a matter of 
love. 

Yours very truly, 


On MM, OLESON, 
Member Executive Board. 


THE ARCHIVES 


Two things are essential to the growth and proper 
functioning of our organization. They are an active 
and representative membership, and a diligent search 
for materials that throw light on our history. The 
Association has its own archives as a depository for all 
such materials. The archives are located at St. Olaf 
College. The Secretary is often asked this question: 
“What are you interested in?’? In answer to this ques- 
tion we wish to quote from the 1930 report of the 
Managing Editor. 

“The Association strikes the note of tolerance and 
breadth of interest. We are interested in ski runners 
who have brought northern sports into American vogue. 
We are interested in men and women who have pio- 
neered on America’s far-flung frontiers—and in their 
children and children’s children. We are interested in 
the work of business men, professional men, artisans, 
laborers. We are interested in sailors who have gone 


down to the sea in ships, in soldiers who have followed 
the flag, in politics and parties and leaders, conserva- 
tive, liberal, or radical. We are interested in the church 
and every demnomination represented. We are inter- 
ested in those who have not been identified with the 
church or have been hostile to it. We are interested in 
music, art, literature, the press, periodicals, scholar- 
ship. We are interested in the organizations that have 
been active among the Norwegian-Americans. We are 
interested in schools and colleges, their principles, 
methods, teachers, and achievements. We are inter- 
ested in the tangled problems involved in the adjust- 
ment of people to the new environment. History must 
lift the curtain on a thousand varied activities, on men 
and women of all classes, on people in every section, 
helping us to understand the onward march of human 
forces, with all their baffling interrelationships.” 


THE NORWEGIAN AMERICAN HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM 


When you plan your pleasure trips for the summer 
you should consider the possibility of a trip to Decorah, 
Towa, to see the Norwegian American Historical Mu- 
seum. Dr. Gjerset has built up an institution that is 
very much worth while seeing. 

The museum has attracted the interest of many of 
our racial group with the result that valuable articles 
are constantly coming in to be placed in safekeeping. 
The most valuable contribution to the collection of re- 
cent date is the ship in which the Hamran brothers 
sailed across the Atlantic. This ship was: purchased 
by Mr. Arthur Andersen of Winnetka, Ilinois, and 
presented to the museum. 


STE. GENEVIEVE, MISSOURI, 
Will Celebrate Its 200th Anniversary 


From August 19 to August 22, both inclusive, the 
City of Ste. Genevieve, Missouri, will celebrate its 
200th anniversary by historical pageantry and mem- 
orial services and addresses. The Governor of Mis- 
souri and official representatives of the French and 
Spanish governments will participate, the latter in 
commemoration of the early colonization of this re- 
gion by these nations. The first brick house built west 
of the Mississippi River in 1799 is still a going con- 
cern in Ste. Genevieve. 


Reve ji B, Platisha, CoM... ME DY. is directing the 
pageantry which will portray the successive Indian, 


Spanish, French, and American pioneer settlements 
at Ste. Genevieve. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Associate 
Carl A. Bergendahl, Chicago, II. 
Orville Dahl, Duluth, Minn. 
C. M. Grastvedt, Northfield, Minn. 
Marius Johnson, Minneapolis, Minn. 
T. B. Madsen, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Sam A. Rask, Blooming Prairie, Minn. 
Herbert Roswell, Mauston, Wis. 


Sustaining 
Axel H. Oxholm, Washington, D. C. 
Martin M. Tweeter, Elmhurst, III. 
Life 
Joseph M. Johnson, Chicago, III. 
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NEWS LETTER 


FROM 


THE SECRETARY’S OFFICE 
TO 
THE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 


The Norwegian-American Historical Association will 
celebrate its tenth anniversary Monday, October 7, at 
St. Olaf College. 

The first program will begin at ten o’clock Monday 
forenoon. In order to give the faculty and the students 
an opportunity to be present at this first session, the 
chapel hour at the college will be changed to coincide 
with the time of the meeting. Reverend D. G. Ristad, 
the vice president of the Association, and Dr. Theo- 
dore C. Blegen, the managing editor of the Associa- 
tion, will be the speakers. 

The afternoon session will begin at three o’clock. 
This will include addresses by Dr. Paul Knaplund of 
the University of Wisconsin, Dr. Laurence Larson of 
the University of Illinois, and Dr. Knut Gjerset of 
Luther College, Decorah, Iowa. 

In the evening there will be a dinner meeting at the 
Si; Ole Isognchae Olio, Wile, uegee Oslencl, wae 
treasurer of the Association, will be the toastmaster. 

Visitors should note that the forenoon and after- 
noon programs will be held in the college gymnasium. 

The St. Olaf faculty has elected Professors Erik 
,Hetle, Agnes Larson and Theodore Jorgenson to act 
as the steering committee for the celebration. And this 
committee has in turn appointed six committees to have 
charge of the various details. Space will permit us to 
mention only one of these committees. This is the 
committee on lodging, which consists of the following 
members. Professors Wm. C. Benson, Esther Gul- 
brandson and Peter Fossum. All requests for ar- 
rangements for lodging should be addressed to Prof. 
Wm. C. Benson, 907 St. Olaf Ave., Northfield, Minn. 
For the convenience of the members a card for making 
reservations will be inclosed with this letter. 

October seventh will be an eventful day. 
making your plans to be present. 


Start now 


Report of Norwegian American Historical Associ- 
ation’s meeting at Winnetka, Illinois, April 29. 1935, 
by Mrs. Sigrid Hakstad (Chicago Public Library) 
translated from Norwegian by Mrs. Gudrun Nomedal, 
Chicago. 

“Oh, ne'er should we forget our 
sires wherever we may be.” 

It is in Northumberland that they sing this song 
about their forefathers. the Norse vikings; a thousand 
years have not been able to blot out the memory of 
the Norse blood. A thousand years hence, will there 
then be any one in thts country who is conscious of his 
Norwegian blood? Is the last rest of the memory 
going to be buried under century-old dust in the 


September, 1935 


THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM 
Will Be Held At : 


ST. OLAF COLLEGE a, 


N& 


October 7th, 1935 


archives at Northfield or will the publications of the 
Norwegian-American Historical Association lie in state 
like the Old Norse manuscripts in the Royal Library 
of Copenhagen—sacred, precious, irreplaceable ? 


On Monday, April 29, the Historical Association 
held its annual board meeting at Winnetka, Illinois, 
followed by a public banquet in Chicago Norwegian 
Club. The most important part of the agenda was a 
survey of the publications which are ready for the 
press or nearly so and those which belong to a little 
more distant future. The book of “Emigrant Songs 
and Ballads” could go to press next week if money 
were available; but there just isn’t money for it. One 
gets the impression that to be a member of the Board 
of Finance of the Historical Association means not 
only to conjure funds out of the ground, but also per- 
sonally to give in a pinch. The decennary existence 
of the association must have been a constantly renewed 
draft on “In God we trust,” but with that all similar- 
ity ends between the lilies of the field and the fowls 
of the air on one side and the Historical Association 
on the other. Fifteen volumes have seen the light of 
day in these ten years (the fifteenth will appear short- 
ly), and it is a labor of love that these men perform. 
If they at some time should give their work a rune- 
stone, the inscription would most likely have to read 
like this: “We, a handful of men, raised this memorial 
to the Norwegian American people.” 


As Dr. Blegen unfolded his plans and described the 
publications now in the making, my thoughts as by an 
association of ideas went back to Saint Olav and his 
vision on the battlefield of Stiklestad: “Then I had a 
vision .. . and the longer this vision remained before 
my eyes, the farther I did see, until I looked out over 
the whole earth. .. . And I saw those places which 
before I have never seen . . . developed as well as un- 
developed...’ To Dr. Blegen’s listeners it seemed as 
though they saw those places in Norwegian-American 
life and history which they had never seen before, and 
he himself might well be a Saint Olav, for he has the 
divine fervor. 

The emigrant songs mentioned above will bé printed 
in Norwegian with complete English translations. 
They reflect the entire movement of emigration and 
they have something of the same naive and touching 
in their tone as the longspun ballads which in olden 
days were relegated to the regions of the kitchen, but 
which now of~a sudden are coveted by literary co- 
lectors. The value of Hans Christian Heg’s letters to 
his wife during the Civil War is quite evident; they 
will be published during the summer. And as soon 


as a large enough sum of money comes down from heaven, 


Carlton C. Qualey’s book “The Norwegian Settlements in the 
U. S.” will be printed. This book is the first connected sur- 
vey in English of the spreading in this country of the Nor- 
wegian race, and makes use of a great deal of material from 
absolutely new and unknown sources. The title “The Chang- 
ing West” of Professor Larson’s contribution to the publica- 
tions of the Historical Association in the near future, invites 
to many conjectures. Dr. Blegen himself is working on a 
volume which is to tell about the fate of Norwegians in the 
American society, their contribution in the various fields of 
endeavor, their gain and their loss. To many this volume 
will probably be the one for which they have waited with the 
greatest expectation—in it there should be related facts dis- 
heartening enough to hold the braggadocio in check, and facts 
encouraging enough to give foothold to our failing Nor- 
wegian-consciousness. But still further ahead lies the project 
for a volume which is to follow up the importance of Nor- 
wegian engineers and architects. Finally, the work on a very 
interesting diary kept by Soren Bache in the thirties and for- 
ties, is already far advanced. “Dream and Reality” might be 
the superscription on the function of the Historical Associa- 
tion. All that which today is reality, was once a dream; and 
all that which today is only a dream, will sometime be real- 
ity. “This is my dream,” Dr. Blegen says. “History casts 
its shadows far into the land of song,’ Longfellow sings. 
Was that the reason and was it because history to such a 
great degree is a matter of feeling, an obsession, a rapture, 
that this day of the Historical Association had an undertone 
which transported me to the town of my childhood with its 
peculiar undertone of history? 

The complaint is made that what the Historical Associa- 
tion has to offer, is dry material. Comparatively few per- 
sons have that love for historical detail and that sensitive 
reaction to historical atmosphere which the annual publica- 
tions of the Historical Association. offer in such abundance. 
But this material cannot be popularized and put into the form 
of a novel; it would thereby be placed on an entirely differ- 
ent plane, and its value to posterity would be doubtful. Rol- 
vaag could grasp intuitively the essence of pioneer life and 
project it into relief, dramatically alive and unforgettable. In 
the publications of the Historical Association there is material 
for many a Rolvaag and many an Undset if they would only 
come, for where did Sigrid Undset get her Kristin Lavrans- 
datter if not from old yellowed documents. Carlyle calls 
history “an imprisoned epic, nay, an imprisoned psalm and 
prophecy.” Every volume emanating from the Association, 
is such an imprisoned epic. 

Professor L. M. Larson in an article in the American- 
Scandinavian Review in 1925 makes the following statement 
about the number of Norwegians in the States: “. .. it 
seems a thoroughly safe conjecture to say that perhaps a 
million and a half are conscious of being, at least in part, of 
Norwegian blood.” Of this million and a half the Historical 
Association has as its members only six or seven hundred. 
Rolvaag is reported as having stated that the association 
would never secure more than fifteen hundred members; he 
evidently knew his people. But the dues are two dollars a 
year or less than twenty cents a month. 

The chairman of Bygdelagenes Fellesraad, Dr. Bruce, was 
present during the business meeting. This signified an ap- 
proach which ought to result in increased membership for the 
Historical Association. We have learned that it is in the 
Norwegian farmer that the sense of kinship is found in its 
most intense form. At the dinner in the evening representa- 
tives from various societies and federations in Chicago were 
present. These men and women ought to start a real cam- 
paign for the Historical Association. The contrast is too 


great between the more than twenty thousand members of 
the Bygdelags and the seven hundred members of the His- 
torical Association. In the statutes of the former there 
is certainly something about the heritage of our fathers 
and Norwegian culture. Now there are many who feel 
that the work of the Historical Association should speak for 
it sufficiently and be its dignified, unaggressive spokesman. 
But the written word does not reach tar, after all. On a 
trip around in the Norwegian settlements in the Northwest, 
Professor Qualey came to the conclusion that it is the per- 
sonal stimulus that is needed. “Personal contacts are the 
best means of stimulating interest in the work of gathering 
records for the archives and in stimulating interest in Nor- 
wegian-American history... . To many of the people who 
were visited, the Association was a very remote organization ; 
some had never heard of it.” This was written in 1933, and 
there are people in Chicago in 1935 who have never heard of 
the Historical Association. The speakers at the banquet, 
Professor Larson, Dr. Blegen and Professor Knaplund pointed 
out the double task of the Historical Association; namely, 
to write the history of the Norwegian-American people and, 
in doing so, write the history of America. The task is really 
threefold, for the account of the life of the Norwegian- 
American group is for Norway the account of the expansion- 
urge of the Norwegian people. As it means something to 
our historical and national consciousness that Norwegians 
once upon a time emigrated to Ireland, Scotland, France, 
etc., and disappeared there, in like manner it will at some 
future time mean something that a million Norwegians took 
part in the building up of a country on the other side of the 
globe. It seems so everyday-like to us today; in a few hun- 
dred years it will appear in the same resplendent light as 
the viking expeditions do to us today, and it is in the ar- 
chives of the Historical Association that the radiant fairy- 
tale will be found. 

Last year the friends of the Historical Association met at 
Mount Horeb, where a sort of open-air museum created sur- 
roundings in the spirit of the pioneer days. This year the 
meeting took place in a modern, rich and beautiful home in 
Winnetka, where there was absolutely nothing that reminded 
one of the primitiveness of pioneer days, and not much that 
reminded one of Norway. But the host, Mr. Arthur Ander- 
sen, has shown by his hospitality and his generosity in other 
ways that here is one of the second generation who has not 
lost sight of the land of his forefathers. There is symbolism . 
in the choice of these two places, for between that which 
they represent lies the entire span of time and development 
which it is the scope of the Historical Association to cover. 

On the 7th of October this year the Historical Association 
will celebrate its 10th anniversary in Northfield on the 
grounds of St. Olaf College. There the generations should 
meet, from the Sloop people down to the most recent ar- 
rivals among us. So often we—that is, we who were born 
on the other side—have felt it as a bitter homelessness in our 
mind, that conflict which is created by belonging to two 
countries. Up there. I believe, we should be able to feel it 


‘as having great worth. Up there I believe also that the sec- 


ond and third generations might find values that would re- 
establish a sense of balance, if they do not already possess 
it, between that which their fathers and mothers had to give 
and that which their own country contributed. For it is only 
in the work of the Norwegian-American Historical Associa- 
tion that the interests of all generations meet. To the whole 
Norwegian-American people the Historical Association might 
say with Collett Vogt: “but first I’ll strew my riches in thy 
soil—a little seed. Perchance it grows into a tree some day, 
whose soughing chants thy song.” 
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NUMBER FOUR FEBRUARY, 1936 


A Message from Our President 


FTER my boyhood days ijn Plano, Illinois, the course of my life 
Aerie me away from intimate contact with my fellow Norwegian 

Americans. Yet the instincts of racial blood are strong, and recently 
I became acquainted with and greatly interested in the work of the 
Norwegian-American Historical Association, 


This blood tie was strengthened when, two years ago, I was able for 
the first time to visit our ancestral land. I felt not as a stranger, even 
though my knowledge of the language is imperfect, but as one who re- 
visits an old familiar home. It brought to me a better realization of my 
own thoughts and motives. 


Two reasons have impelled me to take an active part in the work of 
the Historical Association. First, I believe we owe it to our country, the 
United States of America, to find and historically record our Norwegian 
share in her settlement. Our racial self-respect calls for that. Secondly, 
I have found in the Norwegian-American Historical Association a spirit 
of unselfish service and unity which has made it a pleasure to me to 
accept the presidency. 


My predecessor, Mr. Magnus Swenson, has rendered signal service to 
the cause and I know we all realize the loss to the Association and regret 
that for personal reasons he has preferred to serve no longer. 


With the able assistance of the officers of the Association, the local 
vice-presidents and our alert and interested membership, I hope we shall 
be able to continue to work effectively with our exceptionally competent 


ARTHUR ANDERSEN 


Editorial Board in keeping up the work so well begun. 


Col. Heg’s Letters 
Attract Members 


By E. HETLE 
Financial Secretary 

It is now some four weeks since 
the volume on Col. Heg’s Civil War 
Letters were mailed to the members, 
and this has shown favorably, both 
on payment of dues and on signing 
up of new members. 

Several have sent in applications 
for one or two members; others 
have sent in lists of prospective 
members to whom we are sending 
out information in regard to the 
Historical Association and its ac- 
complishments, and inviting them to 
join. From present indications Min- 
neapolis and Sioux Falls will both 
be centers of large memberships in 
the Association. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Officers 1936-1939 


Officers for the triennium 1936- 
1939, elected at the regular meeting 
of the Association, are as follows: 


PRESIDENT 
Arthur Andersen, Winnetka, Illinois 


VICE-PRESIDENT 
D. G. Ristad, Manitowoc, Wisconsin 
SECRETARY 
J.Jgrgen Thompson, Northfield, Minn. 
TREASURER 
Birger Osland, Chicago, Illinois 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
E. Hetle, Northfield, Minn. 
Additional members of Executive 
Board: S. J. Arnesen, Brooklyn, N. 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Anniversary Day 


At Northfield 


The Tenth Anniversary Program 
of the Norwegian-American Histori- 
cal Association was held at St. Olaf 
College, Northfield, Minn., on Mon- 
day, October 7, 1935. The opening 
program was given in the gym- 
nasium at 10 o’clock. The St. Olaf 
College faculty dismissed the last 
two class periods of the forenoon in 
order that the students and teachers 
might be able to attend this session. 

President Boe extended a welcome 
to the Association, which was re- 
sponded to by Mr. Birger Osland. 
Two addresses were given at this 
session. The Rev. D. G. Ristad spoke 
on “The Norwegian-American His- 
torical Association: Its Past Accom- 


(Continued on Page 2) ’ 
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Page Two 


Endowment Fund 
Is Named 


At the last triennial meeting in 
Minneapolis, on January 7, 1936, a 
resolution was passed which author- 
ized the Executive Board to give 
consideration to the naming of the 
permanent endowment fund. 

The Executive Board, meeting at 
Chicago on March 18 for this pur- 
pose, determined to name the fund 
the Ole Edvard Rodlvaag Memorial 
Endowment Fund. 

This fund has been accumulated 
as indicated below: 


Donation from O. M. Oleson...... $1,000.00 
Donation for E. Cappelen Smith... 500.00 
Donation from Norw. America Line 250.00 
Bequest from B. J. Enger Estate... 2,000.00 
Bequest from A. A. Quale Estate.. 1,000.00 
®*Life and Memorial Memberships 


(SLOON each )e ii, oe eee 4,249.00 


Other Donations ................. 109.97 

Interest Re-invested .............. 4,060.49 
Proceeds from Sale of Books 

From 1929 to 1933.......... 1,150.22 

$14,319.68 

*For Individual Names See ‘Studies and 


Records" 
Proceeds from the sale of books since 1933 
have been used for general expenses. 
PUBLICATION FUNDS 
Special contributions received for 
publications are as follows: 


IN WINANS" gig bcc go oo boc os 00,006 $2,000.00 
Magnus S wensolmrenenin ern tien ie 1,000.00 
Frederic Schaefer, Pittsburgh, Pa.. 850.00 
O. M. Oleson, Fort Dodge, Iowa.... 600.00 
Norwegian America Line.......... 500.00 
Arthur Andersen, Chicago, Ill...... 500.00 
A. N. Rygg, Brooklyn, N Y....... 400.00 
E. Cappelen Smith, New York City 250.00 
Charles E. Larsen, Brooklyn, N. Y.. 250.00 
BingerssOslancdumce een cea armen cecil 200.00 
Jens A. Holmboe, Oklahoma City... 150.00 
Todd Shipyards Corporation....... 100.00 
Nelson B. Nelson, New York City... 100.00 
Olaf Halvorsen, Huntington Park, Cal. 100.00 
S. J. Arnesen, Brooklyn, N. Y..... 50.00 
Gus. G. Martin, Pacific Palisades, Cal. 50.00 

GROVE oo obo 6 oo Bo bes 4 Gb do 0.6 0 4 oad LOO OKO) 


Amounts expended for publica- 
tions, including postage, to and in- 
cluding 1935 are: 


APG) 5 UP 5 o oa Blioe.0.6 $2,749.73 
EO DiS Ae nae Fatwa WON cane chee 4,840.87 
OD Qi em oc raK Lora swecat merits Me 1,292.71 
LOS OMe ee eRe one: 1,433.81 
MOS UGA eek eRe eu one sets ass 3,010.77 
[tO BO iat tier) Atel ngs ena Resort 980.14 
NURSE Selena eiegoe hg lol eur cucmeten cle 2,259.94 
16 BAR kant en teesgese acai gr ettens 897.95 
OS OME Mee uO entein aes 2,635.14 
' News Letters) (5 ae orm 42.50 
Ie NOPD he et er ene ean es $20,143.56 


ANNIVERSARY MEMORIAL GIFT 


A gift of 355 books and pamphlets 
from the private library of the late 
Professor O. E. Rglvaag, have been 
received from Mrs. Ré@glvaag as a 
‘tenth anniversary memorial gift. 
Mrs. Relvaag states that she will 
Thave more copies for the Archives 
later. This collection contains some 
very rare and valuable books. 


The late Mr. O. S. Johnson of 
Spring Grove, Minnesota, had de- 
cided that his library should be 
given to the Archives. This collec- 
tion comprises about 1,000 books 
and pamphlets. 


A complete file of clippings, rec- 
ords and other data pertaining to 
the Centennial Celebration at 


Ottawa, Illinois, has been donated 
by Chief Justice John J. Sonsteby 
of Chicago. 


INGEIW Sill, Ege leek 


Officers 1936-1939 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Y.; J. A. Holmboe, Oklahoma City, 
Okla.; Frederic Schaefer, Pittsburgh, 
Penn. 

Board of Finance: Prof. P.O. Hol- 
land, Northfield, Minn.; Birger Os- 
land, Chicago, Ill.; A. N. Rygg, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Dr. T. Stabo, De- 
corah, Io.; Edward:.J. Lee, Minneap- 
olis, Minn.; Prof. E. Hetle, North- 
field, Minn. 

Board of Editors: Dr. Theodore C. 
Blegen, St. Paul, Minn.; Dr. Knut 
Gjerset, Decorah, Io.; Dr. L. M. Lar- 
son, Urbana, Ill.; Dr. Brynjolf J. 
Hovde, Pittsburgh, Penn.; Dr. M. L. 
Hansen, Urbana, Ill.; Dr. Paul Knap- 
lund, Madison, Wis.; Prof. Carlton 
Qulaey, New York, N. Y.; Dr. Einar 
Haugen, Madison, Wis. 

Local Vice - Presidents: Prof. C. 
Martin Alsager, Chicago, Ill.; Axel 
Arnesen, Fort Worth, Texas; Prof. 
Helmer Blegen, Sioux Falls, S. D.; 
Dr. J. N. Brown, Moorhead, Minn.; 


WE SHOULD DOUBLE 
OUR MEMBERSHIP 


IN 1936 
Will You Help? 


Dr. G. M. Bruce, St. Paul, Minn.; 
Mrs. Christine Haugen, Sioux City, 
Iowa; Olaf Halvorson, Huntington 
Park, Cal.; Mrs. Frida Bue-Homnes, 
Crosby, N. D.; Capt. J. M. Johnson, 
Chicago, Illinois; Charles E. Larsen, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Gunnar Lund, 
Seattle, Wash.; Consul M. Moe, Phil- 
adelphia, Penn.; Hon. R. A. Nestos, 
Minot, N. D.; Senator Peter Norbeck, 
Redfield, S. D.; Mrs. Alice R. Son- 
steby, Chicago, Ill.; B. L. Wick, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


Col. Heg’s Letters 


(Continued from Page 1) 

J: E. Lee of Minneapolis has 
secured something like forty mem- 
bers since last October, and Prof. 
Helmer Blegen, of Augustana Col- 
lege, has secured a great number of 
members this last month. Prof. 
Blegen is now sending in several 
applications per week, and is send- 
ing in long lists of people interested 
in the Historical Association whom 
we are getting in touch with from 
this office. 

It is vital to the continuance of 
the splendid work the Association 
has been doing that we increase 
our membership list, and if the 
present membership would keep this 
problem in mind to the same extent 
some few have done, we could, I 
believe, easily solve the problem of 
income for our publications. 


February, 1936 


Anniversary Day 


At Northfield 


(Continued from Page 1) 


plishments and Future Tasks”, and 
Dr. T. C. Blegen spoke on the sub- 
ject, “On the Trail of the Immigrant 
Pioneer.” 

- Following these addresses, the 
program was turned over to St. Olaf 
College and President Boe took 
charge. The President stated that 
St. Olaf College had decided to rec- 
ognize the high standard of work 
done by the Association during ten 
years of activity by conferring hon- 
orary doctors’ degrees upon three 


leading men of the Association. 


The honorary degree of Doctor of 
Humane Letters was conferred upon 
Dr. Theodore C. Blegen; the degree 
of Doctor of Laws upon Major 
Birger Osland, and the degree of 
Doctor of Letters upon the Rev. D. 
G. Ristad. 

A recess was taken until 3 o’clock 
when several committee meetings 
were held. In the afternoon a large 
crowd gathered again in the gym- 
nasium for the following program: 

“Reminiscences,” by Dr. Knut 
Gjerset; “Collecting and Preserving 
Norse-American Source Materials’, 
by Dr. L. M. Larson; “Developing 
Research Workers in the Particular 
Field of our Association”, by Dr. 
Paul Knaplund; and “The Slavery 
Question and the Foundation of 
Luther College’, by Prof. Karen 
Larsen. 

A dinner was. served in St. John’s 
Lutheran Church at 6:30, at which 
Mr. Birger Osland acted as toast- 
master. Brief talks were given by 
Kristian Prestgard, C. A. Mellby, 
L. W. Boe, Theodore C. Blegen, John 
J. Sonsteby, O. P. B: Jacobson, Hel- 
mer Blegen, Arne Kindem, Carl G. 
O. Hansen, E. Hetle, J. Jgrgen 
Thompson, and Ove Preus. Beatrix 
Lien played a violin solo and a 
string quartette from St. Olaf Col- 
lege played during the dinner. 

Mr. Osland read a. letter from 
Arthur Andersen wherein Mr. An- 
dersen promised a. donation of 
$1,000 toward the next publication 
project of the Association on the 
condition that an equal amount be 
raised among members of the As- 
sociation. Mr. Osland then prom- 
ised that he would contribute $100. 
J. A. Holmboe promised another 
$100. Later Prof. Helmer Blegen 
offered to give $5 and Mrs. J. M. 
Peterson, of Chicago, promised $100, 
making a total of $305. 

A number of the guests present 
responded to Professor Hetle’s sug- 
gestion that they become members. 


OLE RYNNING CENTENNIAL 

The Executive Board has appoint- 
ed Messrs. D. G. Ristad, O. I. 
Hertsgaard and J. Jérgen Thompson 
as a committee to cooperate with 
other organizations in making plans 
for an Ole Rynning Centennial] Cele- 
bration, to be held at St. Olaf Col- 
lege, May 17, 1937. A number of 
organizations have appointed co- 
operating committees and the work 
of organizing for this celebration is 
under way. The initial step was 
taken by Tré@nderlaget, 
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Poem of @stgaard 
In Rolvaag Group 


An interesting bibliographical item 
is @stgaard’s poem, ‘“@Msterddlen 
hemké6mmen fraa Amerika.” The 
edition in this collection appeared 
in Chicago in 1878, with no publish- 
er given on the title page. The 
poem also was printed in “Familie- 
Laesning,” Volume Two, 1896, pages 
4-50. The St. Olaf College Library 
is in possession of an edition printed 
in 1853: 

@sterddlen 
hemkémmen fraa Amerika. 
Af 
N. R. Ostgaard. 
(Oprindelig bestemt til at fremsiges 
paa den Norske dramtiske Skoles 
Theater i Markedsugen.) 


Christiania. 
Trykt paa Feilberg & Landmarks 
Forlag 
hos Carl C. Werner & Comp. 
1853 


Contemporary accounts of differ- 
ent phases of Norwegian-American 
church history are to be found in 
the Réglvaag collection, such as “En 
historisk fremstilling af kirke-tugt 
sagen i Silver Lake, Iowa!” Mai, 
1887; Poulsen, N. Den gamle og den 
nye retning i den norske lutherske 
kirke. Neenah, ‘“Danskerens”’ bog- 
trykkeri, 1898. 


The late Prof. Rasmus B. Ander- 
son wrote about the “Landsmaal’’ 
movement as far back as 1874. His 
contribution is called, ‘“Den norske 
maalsag’’, printed in Chicago. 


The publication of The Civil War 
Letters of Col. Hans Christian Heg, 
edited by Dr. T. C. Blegen and pub- 
lished under the auspices of the 
Norwegian-American Historical As- 
Sociation; and the appearance of 
Livserindringer Fra Norge Og Amer- 
ika, by Provst August Weenaas, as 
Number 12 in the series Bibliotheca 
Norvegiae Sacrae, calls attention to 
the existence of a Norwegian-Ameri- 
can memoir literature. Much of it 
is found in the collections at St. 
Olaf College. The random list be- 
low makes no pretensions to com- 
pleteness. 


Anderson, Rasmus B. Life Story. 1917. 
Bigrn, L. M. Pastor P. A. Rasmussen. 1905. 


Brekhus, Edward. En kortfattet levnetsbe- 
skrivelse. 18977, 


Bge, A. Sophie. Days that are gone; the 
story of father’s life (Rev. N. E. Bége). 
1929. Mimeographed. 


Hastvold, ©. J. His life and work. 1930. 


Eltzholtz, C. P. Livsbilleder af pastor O. P. 
Petersen. 1903. 


Johanson, Lars Leo. En evighedsseilers op- 
levelser paa land og hav. 1927. 

Koren, Fru Elisabeth. Fra pioneertiden. 1914. 

Malmin, R. Dr. John. Nathan Kildahl. 1921. 


Michelet, Maren. Glimt fra Agnes Mathilde 
Wergelands liv. 1916. 


par A. Nogle af en prests erfaringer. 


Mindeskrift over Formand G@. Hoyme. 1902. 
Minne, N. M. Liv og virke. 19831. 


Ostby, O. A. An awakening to the universe. 
1927. 


Paulson, O. Erindringer. 1907. 
Strgmme, Peer O. Erindringer. 19238. 


Ueland, Andreas. Recollections of an immi- 
grant. 1929. 


Weenaas, August. Mindelade, eller otte aar 
i Amerika. 1890. 
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59 New Members 


Fifty -nine new members have 
been enrolled since News Letter 
Number Two was issued and to 
January 1, 1936. They are: 


N. L. Mykkeltvedt, Walnut Grove, Minn, 
. Morten Arnesen, Minneapolis, Minn. 

. Mrs. M. L. Kropf, Evanston, Ill. 

. Otto Clausen, Chicago, Ill. 

. Alf Kolflat, Chicago, Ill. 

. G. Norman Wigeland, Evanston, Ill. 

. J. O. Batzer, Park Ridge, Ill. 

. Einar Gundersen, Chicago, Il. 

. Mrs. Olaf Bernts, Chicago, Ill. 

10. G. Rolf Ristad, Manitowoc. Wis. 

11. Elmer E. Abrahamson, Chicago, Ill. 

12. Carl J. Abrahamson, Chicago, Il. 

13. Miss Jennia J. Abrahamson, Chicago, Ill. 
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14. Miss Jennie E. Madson, Chicago, IIl. 
15. Gerhard H. Dahl, Chicago, Ill. 

16. Claus H. Arnesen, Chicago, Ill. 

17. Miss Laura K. Cleve, Chicago, Ill. 

18. Miss Harriet Nilsen, Chicago, Ill. 

19. Rasmus Harr Rasmussen, Chicago, Ill. 
20. E. Roed, Cambridge, Mass. 

21. Mrs. Jonny Nilson, Chicago, IIl. 


22. Miss Ruth Sorlie, Augustana College,, 
Sioux Falls, S. D. 


23. K. Olaus Finseth, Kenyon, Minn. 


24. O. J. Preus, Luther College, Decorah, 
Iowa. 


25. P. C. Tonning, St. Paul, Minn. 


26. Prof. John G. Rerdahl, Augustana Col- 
lege, Sioux Falls, S$. D. 


27. Miss Charlotte Jacobson, St. Olaf College, 
Northfield, Minn. 


28. Miss Beulah M. Folkedahl, Glaesvillee, 
Wis. 

29. Askel Bue, Veterans Hospital, Minneopi- 
lis, Minn. 

30. A. A. Kindem, Minneapolis, Minn, 

31. Harry A. Gordhamer, Minneapolis, Minn. 

32. C. O. Lundquist, Minneapolis, Miss. 

33. James T. Higland, Minneapolis, Minn. 

34. John H. Bovim, Glen Lake, Minn. 

35. Bjarne R. Wasmuth, Minneapolis, Minn. 

36. Miss Taarand Vik, Madison, Wis. 


37. Luther Prestegard, Minneapolis, Minn. 


38. G. H. Lund, St. Paul, Minn. 


39. Oliver Prestholdt, Minneapolis, Minn. 

40. Dr. A. C. Tingdale, Parkers Lake, Way- 
zata, Minn. ‘ 

41. Judge Luther W. Youngdahl, Minneapolis 
Minn. 


42. Dave Lee, Tonka Wood, Route No. 2, 
Hopkins, Minn. 


43. Sigvald Udstad, St. Charles, Mo. 

44. Dr. Gustav Svendsen, Minneapolis, Minn, 
45. Allen T. Rorem, Minneapolis, Minn. 

4@€. R. Mangni, Minneapolis, Minn. 


47, Arthur M. Lystad, Minneapolis, Minn. 
48. Dr. A. G. Wethall, Minneapolis, Minn. 
49. Arne G. Bogen, Minneapolis, Minn. 

50. Harry S. Swensen, Minneapolis, Minn. 
51. C. O. Teisberg, Minneapolis, Minn. 
52. Osear Bakken, Minneapolis, Minn. 

53. Edwin O. Welde, Minneapolis, Minn. 
54. Beldin H. Loftsgaarden, St. Paul, Minn. 
55. E. T. Haugland, Minneapolis, Minn. 
56. K. Wallace Husted, Minneapolis, Minn. 
57. O. H. Odin, Minneapolis, Minn. 

58. Julius P. Blegen, Minneapolis, Minn. 
59. R. A. Mohn, Northfield, Minn. 
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Dr. Blegen Reports 
On Publications 


The triennial report of the Man- 
aging Editor, Dr. T. C. Blegen, dated 
Minneapolis, on January 7, deals 
with the Association’s publication 
program. The report follows in part: 


The current publication of the 
association is a book entitled “The 
Civil War Letters of Colonel Hans 
Christian Heg.” The letters them- 
selves are prefaced by a biographi- 
cal essay on Heg. The volume con- 
tains, in addition to this essay, six 
chapters, as follows: 1. From Madi- 
son to Island No. 10. 2. In Camp 
and on the March; 3. From Iuka 
to Perryville; 4. The Battle of Mur- 
freesboro; 5. Camp Life Near Mur- 
freesboro; 6. The Chickamauga 
Campaign. 


It was not possible to publish all 
the letters in full, but every letter 
is presented either in full or in a 
summary. A vast editorial work was 
required on the volume. It was sent 
to press last spring but the dis- 
covery of a new collection of Heg 
letters postponed publication. Fif- 
teen hundred copies are printed. 
Every member will receive one. 


Since the last triennial meeting 
we have had Volumes 7 and 8 of 
the series titled ‘“Norwegian-Ameri- 
can Studies and Records.’ These 
are respectively of 139 and 176 
pages. They have a wide range 
of subject matter and have been 
well received by the historical 
profession. One volume led a re- 
viewer to describe the NAHA as the 
“most active historical society among 
the immigrant groups in the United 
States.” Material for Volume 9 in 
the series is at hand but the edi- 
torial pressure occasioned by the 
Heg volume has delayed publication. 
This volume can be brought out, if 
desired, in the spring of 1936. It 
will include among other articles an 
important essay on “The Collection 
and Preservation of Sources’, by 
Prof. Laurence M. Larson; a study 
of Svein Nilsson, pioneer collector 
of historical material, by D. G. Ris- 
tad; several interesting America let- 
ters translated into English, and 
similar materials. 


As we approach the completion 
of the first ten volumes of this 
series, we should be planning the 
publication of a comprehensive in- 
dex to them. The Editorial Board 
has been unable to work on the 
compilation of such an index. Here 
is an opportunity for a valuable 
piece of volunteer work by some 
member or friend of the associa- 
tion skilled in indexing. I think I 
could promise in advance the pub- 
lication of a carefully prepared in- 
dex to Volumes 1-10 if someone 


(Continued on Page 4) 


CURATOR OF THE ARCHIVES 

Mr. Alf Houkom, Librarian of the 
St. Olaf College Library, was elected 
Curator of the Archives at the tri- 
ennial meeting. 
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Page Four 


NEWS DETR TER 


RECOMMENDATIONS of the MANAGING EDITOR 


This report should give some consideration of larger 
objectives than those already outlined. We need to en- 
visage some possibilities of the next five or ten years so 
as not to be without plans once the immediate objectives 
have been achieved. 

We need to do much more with agricultural history 
and other fields of economic history. We should examine 
the history of Norwegian-American political contributions 
and choices, in local, state, and national domains, and 
assemble information about certain professional lines, 
notably of Norwegian-American engineers. 


Our work thus far has yielded comparatively little in 
the field of organizations, their work and history. We have 
scarcely touched the field of church history. We need to 
investigate the musical activities and contributions of 
Norwegian-Americans and various other cultural spheres; 
the history of the press, writers in general, as well as the 
contacts with the culture and literature of the Homeland. 

Many notable figures in the history of our people in 
America have not yet been the subjects of biographies, 
have been treated inadequately or written of in books avail- 
able only in the Norwegian language. There would seem 
to be many opportunities here for ambitious writers in 
the field of biography. 

Another large field which I shall call social history, 
needs to be explored much more—the life of whole com- 
munities, with descriptions of customs and manners. A 
closely related field is the study of Norwegian-American 
language, which may throw much light on social and cul- 
tural currents in the settlements. 

In work of the kind suggested, we need some broad 
guide or guides to historical materials. Our materials are 


scattered in many institutions. I propose that such a 
Guide to Materials for Norwegian-American History be 
compiled and published by the Association. 

In planning an ambitious publication program, I am 
taking it for granted that the Association will find ways 
and means to finance it. I believe it possible to set up 
an endowment fund of $50,000 for the futherance of the 
publication plans of the Association. Such a fund is cer- 
tainly needed and its existence would do much to spur us 
on in our work. It might well be dedicated to Ole Ryn- 
ning, first Norwegian-American writer and historian, whose 
centennary is to be observed next year. 

An important article on the work of our Association 
is appearing in a coming issue of ‘“Samtiden”’. This article 
is the best full-length appraisal of the NAHA I have seen 
in either English or Norwegian. 

One hears of plans in Norway for an inclusive scien- 
tific history of Norwegian emigration. Such a project 
should receive the cordial cooperation and approval of | 
our Association. Also there has been some discussion of 
an exchange of professors by the University of Oslo and 
various American universities. Such a step would usher in 
a new era in intellectual cooperation and understanding 
between two closely related countries and deserves the 
warm support of this association. 

It was recently reported in ‘“Heimen” that a large 
collection of American letters had been made at Aal, 
Norway. The Minnesota Historical Society already is 
proposing to engage competent transcribers in Norway to 
make copies and is prepared to expend up to $200 in 
the enterprise. I suggest that this amount be matched by 
the NAHA and that two copies be prepared, one for the 
state of Minnesota and the other for the NAHA. 
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Dr. Blegen Reports 
On Publications 


(Continued from Page 3) 


would tackle the job of preparing 
such a work. : 

I report substantial progress in 
translating the diary of Sgren 
Bache, an original record dealing 
with the period from 1839 to 1847. 
In fact the translation itself has 
been completed by Prof. Andreas 
Elviken of Temple University, Phila- 
delphia. This was an enormous task, 
for Professor Elviken first had to 
make a typewritten transcript of 
the original diary from finely writ- 
ten Norwegian script. The transla- 
tion runs approximately 350 pages 
and will make a substantial book. 
Considerable work remains in the 
revision and editing of the docu- 
ment. Readers of the diary regard 
it as perhaps the most valuable 
single record of its kind that has 
yet come to light. 

The Board has under considera- 
tion the publication of a biography 
of Laur Larsen, pioneer pastor and 
teacher, prepared by Prof. Karen 
Larsen of St. Olaf College. The 
manuscript has been virtually com- 
pleted. Most of it is now in my 
hands. It is a work of sound schol- 
arship and constitutes a valuable 
contribution to one important phase 
of Norwegian-American history. It 
is based upon hitherto unused man- 
uscript sources, coupled with an in- 
timate knowledge and understand- 
ing of the subject derived from the 
author’s personal background. 

Mr. Carlton Qualey’s book on 
“Norwegian Settlement in the United 


States” has not been completed, 
though the author has made sub- 
stantial progress. It will contain 
nine chapters dealing with: (1) Mi- 
gration factors; (2) The sloopers 
go West; (3) Pioneering in Wiscon- 
sin; (4) They cross into Iowa; (5) 
“A glorious new Scandinavia’; (6) 
The “giants’” country; (7) North 
Dakota and beyond; (8) The Far 
West; (9) “Islands.” The work will 
be illustrated with a _ series of 
sriginal maps. 

About a year ago the managing 
editor suggested to Prof. Laurence 
M. Larson that the association bring 
out a volume of essays in the 
Norwegian-American field by Prof. 
Larson, perhaps under the title of 
cne notable essay, “The Changing 
West.” Prof. Larson took kindly to 
this general suggestion and it is 
hoped that the book soon will be- 
gin to take shape. Such a publica- 
tion by the association would have 
a particular interest in the next 
year or two, since Prof. Larson, at 
the 1935 meeting of the American 
Historical Association at Chattan- 
ooga, was elected second vice-presi- 
dent of that national association. 
This means, that in 1937 Prof. Lar- 
son will attain the presidency, prob- 
ably the highest honor that can be 
won by any American historian. The 
presidency has been held by such 
men as Channing, Woodrow Wilson, 
Frederick J. Turner, and Rostovt- 
zeft. 

These are a few of the prospects 


and possibilities in the field of pub- 


EVERY MEMBER 
GET A 
NEW MEMBER 


lication. The association, in its rela- 
tively short career, has brought out 
fourteen separately published vol- 
umes and has the fifteenth on the 
press at present. Eight volumes of 
“Studies and Records” have ap- 
peared; two dealing with the saga 
of sailors on inland seas and Ameri- 
can waters; three of travel and de- 
scription, and one presenting a sur- 
vey of early Norwegian migration 
to America in the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury. Publication since the last tri- 
ennial meeting has included Vol- 
umes 7 and 8 in the “Studies and 
Records” series, Dr. Gjerset’s “‘Nor- 
wegian Sailors in American Waters’’, 
and the current volume of Colonel 
Heg’s letters. 


Our publication work, as I have 
insisted in earlier reports, must aim 
at high standards, lasting values, 
and objective contributions. We do 
not need great bulk, nor is a rapid 
flow of publications essential. If 
the work is carried on steadily and 
persistently, however, the passing 
years will witness the creation of 
a special library of materials that 
will have dignity of range and ex- 
tent as well as scholarly excellence. 

An interesting special project is 
the preparation of a check list of all 
bygdelag publications in America. 
This list is being prepared by Mr. 
Jacob Hodnefield, whose bibliogra- 
phies of writings in the Norwegian- 
American field have been a valuable. 
feature of recent volumes in the 
“Studies and Records” series. The 
Minnesota Historical Society , and 
certain other institutions have’ made 
special efforts to build up complete 
collections of bygdelag publications. 
It is expected that the check list 
will be published in a coming volume 
of “Studies and Records.” 
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Dr. Bjorlee Restores 
Pioneer Church 


The Norwegian-American Histori- 
cal Association is interested in 
everything that tends to perpetuate 
the historic picture of our pioneer 
period. When we have come so far 
that we can begin to commemorate 


70th and 75th anniversaries, we feel - 


as though we have about arrived at 
our maturity. We have even seen 
a few centennials celebrated which 
have a considerable significance for 
this part of the country. 


Near Glenville, Iowa, right near 
the Minnesota line, and only a few 
miles south of Albert Lea, stands a 
modest little church around which 
clusters a lot of memories and a 
wonderful exhibition of love and 
reverence on the part of the son 
of one of the pioneer builders who 
constructed the church. 


Dr. Ignatius Bjorlee, President of 
the School for the Deaf, at Freder- 
ick, Maryland, has set us an ex- 
ample of what love and loyalty 
can do when they spend themselves 
along the right channels. The old 
church built by Elias Bjorlie and 
a group of pioneers back in 1878, 
proved too small to house the con- 
gregation, resulting from a later 
union of two congregations served 
by the Rev. L. N. Tosdal. When a 
larger church was provided, it hbe- 
came a question what should be 
done with the old one. Our people 
have a warm spot in their hearts 
for the old churches. So here the 
former members were loath to see 
it destroyed, even by the tooth of 
time; but the upkeep of two 
churches proved pretty expensive. 


Dr. Bjorlee saw an opportunity 
here to honor his father and all 
the pioneers of the early 70’s. So 
he bought the old church and forth- 
with had it moved to the original 
Bjorlie homestead, which he now 
owns and where he spends a part 
of each year’s vacation. The pur- 
chase was made in 1934; the church 
was thoroughly repaired and re- 
stored as nearly as possible to the 


(Continued on Page 3) 


Bjorlie Memorial 


Photograph shows church, built by Elias 
Bjorlie and pioneers: in 1878 near Glen- 
ville, Iowa, which Dr. Ignatius Bjorlee has 
moved te the ancestral homestead and 
restored to its original comlition. 


72 New Members 


The following new members have 
joined since the publication of the 
last NEWS LETTER: 


Philip M. C. Anderson, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Miss Olava Bakken, Northfield, Minn. 
Mrs. Lilla Berg, Chicago, Ill. 

Andrew B. Bjornson, Minneapolis, Minn. 
P. J. Beegen, Webster, S. D. 

Mrs. Chas. E. Brady, Manitowoc, Wis. 
F. Melius Christiansen, Northfield, Minn. 
Julius Christianson, Waterford, Wis. 
Oscar Christianson, Madison, Wis. 


Hon. Theodore Christianson, Minneapolis, 


Minn. 
J. B. Christopherson, Glasgow, Mont. 


Miss Dagny Dietrichson, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Mrs. R. C. Douglas, Manitowoc, Wis. 
B. R. Eggan, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Bjarne Eggvin, Flint, Michigan 

Iver Gjellstad, Verendrye, N. D. 
Rasmus J. Gjerde, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Rev. H. J. Glenn, Sioux Falls, S. D. 
Miss Eleonor Hain, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Eilef Halmrast, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Lester O. Hauge, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Morris J. Hauge, Savanna, III. 

J. K. Hawkins, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Oluf Hellie, Albert Lea, Minn. 

Miss Selma Hogenson, Sioux Falls, S. D. 
Dr. R. M. Hoitamt, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Charles Ingebretsen, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Adrian Johnson, Northfield, Minn. 

M. A. Kjeseth, Mauston, Wis. 
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Rynning Centennial | 
Set for May 15 


June 9, 1937 marks the centen- 
nial of the arrival in New York 
of a party of Norwegian emigrants 
from Bergen, among whom was 
Ole Rynning from Snaasa. We 
are indebted to Dr. O. M. Norlie, 
Luther College, for a statement of 
the facts about Rynning and this. 


group of emigrants who tried to 
start a settlement at Beaver Creek, 
Illinois. 


Rynning was born April 4, 1809, 
at Brusgaard, Ringsaker, Hedemark. 
His father for many years preached 
at Snaasa and here most of the 
years of his youth were spent. 
He studied at the University of 
Norway and fell in love with a 
peasant girl whom his parents did 
not favor. He sailed for America 
on April 14, 1837. ; 


From here on Dr. Norlie has 
found the most varying records of 
the fortunes of the colony. He 
refers to Rasmus Anderson, Blegen, 
Langeland, and Hatlestad, each giv- 
ing a different version of the story. 
The writer of a leaflet entitled, “Ole. 
Rynning Memorial,” which also con- 
tains a poem by P. O. Bugge, states 
that all but one—Mons Aadland—of. 
the colony died, Rynning among 
them. 


This seems to differ from all other 
accounts. The rest of the authors 
seem to agree that a fever broke 
out and took many lives, but sev- 
eral members of the colony fled to 
the Fox River settlement. Mons 
Aadland refused at first to move, 
but in 1840 he packed his belong- 
ings and moved to Wisconsin. At 
any rate, this was the pitiful end- 
ing of the Beaver Creek colony. Ole 
Rynning’s grave never has been 
located—another tragic event in the 
story of so brave an undertaking. 

The coming and passing of ‘the 
Beaver Creek settlement might easily. 
have gone into history unsung had 
it not been for the 30-year-old 
university man whose fortunes had 
directed him to share fate with a 
group of his countrymen in search 
of a new home. It seems provi- 
dential that a man of such quali-. 
fications should have found him- 
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NEWS LETTER 


May, 1937 


Pi roncdl Matter Is Sought 


Books, Papers, Data 
May Have Value 


In a way the Archives of the 
Norwegian-American Historical As- 
sociation are a measure of how 
seriously the objectives have been 
proposed and carried out. We al- 
ready have an enviable accomplish- 
ment in the publishing of records 
and historical volumes. This is sure 
to grow and keep apace with the 
interest of our membership. Of 
course, all these works become a 
contemporary part of the Archives. 
But the Archives, to be worthy of 
the name, should be much more 
than that. 


As Archives of the Norwegian- 
American Historical Association it 
is expected that, in due time, we 
may here have a _ place where 
original, authentic information 
about Norwegian-Americana may 
be secured. Students bent on re- 
search in connection with problems 
bearing on the past should find here 
original sources that would satisfy 
their sense of scientific accuracy. 


This object can be achieved only 
through the active and alert co- 
operation of all members. There 
is no doubt but that every time 
our attics and storerooms = are 
“house-cleaned’”’, valuable material 
is thrown out and burned on the 
rubbish heap. We need to arouse 
our members to the feeling that 
even if the individual cannot see 
any value in a book, a letter, a 
newspaper, he should think of the 
Archives and take the ‘trouble to 
investigate whether the material has 
historical value. Only as this ma- 
terial seeps into the Archives from 
widely scattered channels, and from 
year to year, can we hope to build 
up a collection of data worthy of 
the name “Archives.” 


We have met with gratifying 
responses from many of _ the 
“Bygdelags.” However, all our files 
are not complete. During the past 
year special effort has been made 
to assemble and prepare for bind- 
ing a great deal of this material. 
‘The binding expense is going to 
run into money and it would be a 
fine thing if the individual “lags” 
could see their way clear to have 
this binding done for the Archives. 


Mrs. O. E. Rolvaag’s contribution 
of 300 volumes from her husband’s 
library has now been given acces- 
sion numbers and supplied with 
proper book plates. 


Likewise the library of O. S. 
Johnson, of Spring Grove, is now 
available on the archive shelves. Mr. 
Johnson had the historical sense. 
He has written three volumes of 
history dealing with emigrant and 
early pioneer conditions of our 
people in Southern Minnesota. He 


for Archives 


Lasting Rewards 


Quotation from a letter from 
President Arthur Andersen to a 
local vice-president of our Histori- 
cal Association: 


“In every organization are 
found only a few men who, al- 
though away from the center of 
operations, catch the spirit of 
an organization and the result 
is a deepening of interest and 
widening of support from their 
areas. There is little tangible 
reward for time and effort spent 
in building up such an organi- 
zation as our Historical Associa- 
tion, but the intangible rewards 
which are the more lasting are 
greater. Your being in the teach- 
ing profession makes it unneces- 
sary for me to point out the 
tremendous satisfaction of prac- 
tical scholastic accomplish- 
ment.” 


was a very common farmer who 
wrote because he loved to do it. 
Practically without education from 
his youth, he taught himself to write 
and recorded hundreds, yes thou- 
sands of facts, which would now 
have been forgotten but for his 
keen interest. 

Steps have been taken to protect 
the Civil War letters and other 
perishable materials in sealed cello- 
phane wrappers. 

There are now 2,847 volumes be- 
sides numerous pamphlets, letters, 
etc., that have been fully labeled 
and given proper accession numbers. 

We solicit your donations of his- 
torical matter such as _ books, 
pamphlets, letters or pictures. 


ENDOWMENT FUND INTACT 


To the careful attention and cap- 
able judgment of our treasurer, Mr. 
Birger Osland, may be credited the 
fact that the Association has gone 
through the depression with its en- 
dowment fund account intact. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Osland, the total par 
value of our investments on De- 
cember 31, 1936, was $15,700. 


DR. GLASOE NOW CO-EDITOR 


By a decision of the Executive 
Board at its meeting, Dr. P. M. 
Glasoe, of St. Olaf College, became 
co-editor, together with the general 
secretary, of the NEWS LETTER. 


Enlist a new member before the next 
publication is sent out. 


A Three-Year Plan 
for Publications 


A “Three-year Plan” for publica- 
tions and research, involving the 
expenditure of approximately $10,- 
000 a year, was the most important 
matter discussed at the meeting of 
the Executive Board last February 
17. The meeting was held in the 
office of the president, Mr. Arthur 
Andersen, in Chicago, Ill. 


Mr. Birger Osland, the treasurer, 
gave the idea of a ‘Three-year 
Plan” an effective impetus when he 
reported that $3,500 has been given 
toward the 1937 publication pro- 
gram. The gift was donated with 
the understanding that it was to 
apply on the contributions toward 
the “Three-year Plan.’ President 
Arthur Andersen gave $2,000; Mr. 
Osland, the treasurer, contributed 
$1,000, and Mr. J. H. Holmboe of 
Oklahoma City, a member of the 
Executive Board, gave $500. 

To aid members in soliciting new 
members, a brief survey of the Asso- 
ciation’s beginnings, its achieve- 
ments to date and its future plans 
is to be printed, according to a deci- 
sion of the Board. The editorial 
board will prepare this summary. 


72 New Members 


(Continued from page 1) 


Thor Lanne, Pencer, Minn. 

A. C. Larson, Madison, Wis. 

Richard Larson. Minneapolis, Minn. 

N. C. Lerdahl, Madison, Wis. 

Senator Ernest Lundeen, Washington, D. C. 
Einar Markhus, Minneapolis, Minn. 

J. O. Melby, Oklee, Minn. 

Mrs. Olga Moore, Sioux Falls, S. D. 
Mj@lner Lodge No. 34, Sons. of Norway, 
Silvana, Wash. 
Miss Henriette C. 

Minn. 
Oscar T. Nelson, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Miss Evelyn Nilsen, Sioux Falls, S. D. 
Ludvig L. Norlin, Sioux Falls, S. D. 
Norse Club, Augustana College, Sioux Falls, 
S> ID 


Naeseth, Minneapolis, 


Rev. O. C. Odden, Deerfield, Wis. 

Henry Olson, Storm Lake, Iowa. 

Milford Olson, Minooka, M11. 

Mrs. M. H. Owen, Detroit, Mich. 

Paula L. Paulsen, Chicago, Ill. 

Mrs. Fina Pettersen, Chicago, Ill. 

G. Prestegaard, Lincoln, Neb. 

E. C. Olson, Minneapolis, Minn. . 

Rev. Elias Rasmussen, Minneapolis, Minn. 
R. N. Ristad, Chicago, Ill. 

Andrew A. Roberg, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Hans Rognley, Hills, Minn. 

E. C. Sonnesyn, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Senator Henrik Shipstead, Washington, D. C. 
Arthur Solum, Northfield, Minn. 

Gustave Sandro, New Effington, N. D. 
Andreas Stenseth, Albert Lea, Minn. 

Miss Ann Strand, Canton, S. D. 

Martin Strand, New Richmond, Wis. 
Harry S. Swenson, Minneapolis, Minn. 

M. Thorkelson, Madison, Wis. 

Rev. C. S. Thorpe, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Dr. Anne Tjomsland, New York City 

Prof. A. A. Tollevs, Sioux Falls, S. D. 
B. B. Tunold, Minneapolis, Minn. 

R. A. Trovatten, St Paul, Minn. 

Miss Ruth Wahl, Fairview, S. D. 
Waldemar Westergaard, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Christian W. Wirstad, Sioux Falls, S. D. 


May, 1937 


A Plea for Our Old 
Stone Churches 


Many of the old churches in the 
Mid-West as well as in other parts 
of the country were built of stone, 
especially where stone fit for the 
purpose was found nearby. We 
know of several such churches here 
in Minnesota. The old _ stone 
churches have passed through a 
very precarious period in history, 
the era when the younger genera- 
tion all of a sudden woke up to 
the fact that the old stone churches 
were old fashioned, quite out of 
date, and so new churches had to 
arise to take their places. 

It was a job to raze such a struc- 
ture. They were built with walls 
two-and-a-half to three feet in 
thickness—built as if they were 
intended to defy the wear and tear 
of time. Churches just like our 
stone churches are still standing 
and in actual use in Europe with 
800 to 1,000 years of history behind 


them. 

The calamity is that any one of 
of our pioneer stone churches 
should have been torn down. It 
would be wholesome if we would 
cultivate more respect for our early 
traditions. The remaining stone 
churches among us should be kept 
up and allowed to stand. They will 
stand for a thousand years. Let us 
follow Dr. Bjorlee’s example and 
make memorials of our pioneer 
structures—the solid stone churches 
built by our pioneer fathers will 
serve creditably as such memorials. 

May I be allowed to tell a story 
here? It is true as far as I know 
the facts from personal observation. 
It is about a pioneer stone church 
at Spring Grove, Minnesota. 

The Norwegian emigration into 
Spring Grove began in the early 
50’s.. The congregation was organ- 
ized in 1855 and the first church— 
a stone church, built of local lime- 
stone—was erected in 1861 at an 
estimated cost of $3,000. Some 
cracks developed in the stone work 
and people talked about them and 
worked up a state of fear as ‘to the 
safety of the structure. One Sun- 
day morning the wind was driving 
white fleecy clouds from north to 
south. A woman attending service 
in the stone church looked up along 
the spire. With the moving clouds 
for a background, the tower seemed 
to be moving. The woman ran 
away screaming and shouting that 
the tower was falling. 

Seares like this, together with the 
knowledge of the cracks, left a feel- 
ing of wariness in the minds of 
the people. To quiet the fears of 
the congregation, great hewn oak 
logs had been raised against ‘the 
church on both north and south 


Enlist a new member before the next 
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Interior of Restored Bjorlie Church 


After 59 years the Bjorlie church, erected by pioneers near Glenville, Iowa, 


has become a permanent memorial to its founder. 
chaneel, altar and pulpit, at right, as they were in original arrangement. 


Picture shows interior with 
Front 


pews are visible and, at extreme left, is a stove for heating. 


sides as if to bolster up the walls. 
The first remembrance I have of 
Spring Grove is the old stone church 
with those log lean-to’s. It was 
in the summer of 1876. I was then 
a little less. than three years old. 
Before we came to Spring Grove 
the congregation had a real scare in 
addition to the cracks, the clouds, 
etc. It was confirmation day and 
the church was crowded to the very 
doors. In the balcony, boards had 
been laid between the seats on both 
sides of tthe narrow aisle. Right 
in the midst of the service there 
was a crash: A board, too heavily 
loaded, broke in the gallery. 


As one man the whole assembly 
arose and rushed for the door, no 
doubt thinking (if mob action can 
be said to be due to thought) that 
the church was falling. Women 
and children fell down and were 
walked upon. Men climbed up and 
broke the windows and plunged 
through them head first. One Mr. 
Bredesen, who as late as 1901 lived 
here on St. Olaf Avenue, was one 
of the young men hurled through 
a window. His wrist was so badly 
cut that he was in imminent danger 
of bleeding to death. There was 
no doctor in the village and Cale- 
donia was ten miles away. A team 
of horses hitched to a clumsy lum- 


ber wagon was the only ambulance. 


So far as I know, Mr. Bredesen was 
the only person seriously hurt. He 
was gotten to the doctor with enough 
blood left in his veins to start life 
over again and live to a ripe old 
age. 


But the church had to go. For 
one thing, the railroad wanted to 
come through just where it stood. 
Then the congregation erected a 
magnificient brick structure, with a 
tower 148 feet high in 1876, at a 
cost of $16,000. 

—P. M. G. 


Dr. Bjorlee Restores 
Pioneer Church 


(Continued from Page 1) 


condition it was in when it was 
dedicated in 1878. There it stands 
today aS a permanent memorial to ~ 
the brain and brawn that con- 
quered a wilderness, but did not 
forget that man does not live by 
bread alone. 


The Bjorlie-Thorstenson family 
meets in annual reunion on ‘these 
historic premises. One of the im- 
portant events of the reunion is the 
divine service in the old church. 
The dedication services of Sunday, 
July 21, 1935, were impressive. Presi- 
dent L. W. Boe, of St. Olaf College, 
preached the dedication sermon; his 
brother, Rev. Andrew Boe, of Su- 
perior, Wisconsin, officiated at the 
altar. Their father, the late Rev. 
N. E. Boe, had for twenty years 
been the pastor of this congregation 
and had preached many a sermon 
from the same pulpit. President 


Boe spoke on the very appropriate 


text: “Honor thy father and thy mother 
that it may be well with thee.” 


Pictures of all the pastors who 
have served this congregation since 
its original organization in 1870 
hang in ‘the church, each picture 
inscribed with the dates of the 
pastor’s service. 


This association welcomes news of 
events of a historical nature such 
as the story just given. We want 
items about pioneer history, telling 
of the deeds of men and women 
that have made us what we are. 
Documents, old newspapers, letters, 
things that may seem of little im- 
portance to you, may be of great 
value historically. Send them to us. 


Have you secured that new Member? 
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Rynning Centennial Celebration Set for May 15 


Festival Day to Mark 
Observances 


(Continued from Page 1) 


self in the situation of Ole Rynning 
from 1837 to his death in 1838. He 
knew the reasons that drove his 
friends from the home country; he 
saw the abundant areas in America 
and reasoned that a spell of fever, 
or other hard luck, could not be 
charged up against the country 
which had opened up to welcome 
them. 

In less than a year this intelli- 
gent man had gathered enough 
facts and had interpreted them in 
such a way that he had formed a 
definite philosophy about the mean- 
ing of America to his countrymen. 
He wrote down his impressions 
and after his death the manu- 
script of “The Truth About America” 
was found among his belongings. 
This was sent to Rev. Krogh, of 
Eidsvold, Norway, who, after some 


deletion, sponsored its publication. 
Coming from a man of the quali- 
fications of Ole Rynning, ‘the book 
fired the imaginations and shaped 
the convictions of hundreds and 
thousands of Norwegians. A flood 
of emigration started, sending indi- 
viduals, families and large parties 
to America year after year. 
Haaland shows that in 1836, 200 
came; in 1837, another 200. The 
numbers grew until 1843 shows a 
total of 1,600. There was a slight 
falling off during the years of the 
Civil War, of course. Following 
the war, our countrymen came by 
the tens of thousands annually. In 
1873, the number reached 16,247; 
in 1882, there were 29,101 who 
came. This latter number seems 
never to have been exceeded, though 
from 1882 to 1893 the number never 
fell below 12,000 annually. Haaland 
quotes the census of 1900 as author- 
ity for the statement that in that 
year there were actually living in 
this country 336,388 people born in 
Norway. His careful calculations 
lead him to the conclusion that 
there was a total of 1,200,000 Ameri- 
cans of Norse extraction in the 
year 1900. 
Of course, it is difficult to say 
how much credit should be given 
to Ole Rynning’s “The Truth About 
America,” for all of this. One 
thing is certain: Rynning saw with 
a clear eye. He saw visions of his 
countrymen fleeing conditions at 
home, which had become well nigh 
hopeless, coming to America where 
land was abundant and cheap and 
where grit, courage and endurance— 
the natural endowments of Norweg- 
jans as a people—would put them 
in position to win for themselves 
and their families, conditions of 
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existence of which they never could 
have dreamed back home. 


How clearly Rynning saw we 
know now. Picture to yourself the 
meagre pittance that fell to the lot 
of the average ‘“husmand,”’ then 
drive through large areas of Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, South 
and North Dakota and see the farm- 
steads erected by just such people; 
houses of the dimensions of palaces, 
barns—not one, but two, three, 
four—silos, not one but often a 
quartet of them. 


The story of this region sounds 
like the sSheerest fairy tale. Good 
black soil, the God-given endowment 
of this Mississippi Valley tract, 
mixed with emigrant brain and 
brawn (don’t forget the brain, for 
it has a large share in the wring- 
ing of success from a nature which 
grudgingly yielded foot by foot) that 
mixture was _ irresistible. It has 
been said that you can start from 
La Crosse and walk to Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, without stepping off 
Norwegian-owned soil. 


Rynning came, saw and was con- 
quered just at the opportune time. 
Ten, twenty, thirty years later would 
have been that much too late. Our 
people came just in time to secure 
possession of the choicest farm- 
ing areas of the whole United States. 
We have a real dirt farmer living 
here in Northfield, William F. 
Schilling, who served aS a member 
of President Hoover’s Farm Board, 
and who has traveled from coast to 
coast lecturing to farmers and all 
sorts of societies and organizations 
interested in agricultural problems. 


In his column contributed weekly 
to the Northfield News, Mr. Schilling 
frequently refers to his home state 
and community as “God’s Country.” 
If you want to know why, just 
follow him on a trip South, East or 
West and you will return to this 
area convinced that he is abso- 
lutely correct in his conclusion. And 
this area—God’s Country, with all 
that the name implies of sentiment, 
eratitude, loyalty, faith and appreci- 
ation is our country—our people are 
here almost two million strong. Our 
schools and churches dot the map 
of this territory. Our ideals of cul- 
ture predominate. Our boys and 


girls march forward to take their 
places in making real the visions. 
Ole Rynning saw and which he set. 
down so wonderfully in “The Truth 
About America.” | 

And now we are going to cele- 
brate the centennial of the initia- 
tion of this grand folk-movement. 
that has made us what we are in 
America. May 15, is set aside as a 
holiday at St. Olaf College and. 
three fine programs have been ar- 
ranged. In the morning at 9:30 
o’clock the Rynning Centennial will 
be observed. Addresses will be given 
by Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, who 
translated Rynning’s book and made 
it available as a publication of this 
Society, and by Professor Laurence 
M. Larson, head of the Department 
of History of the University of 
Illinois, and President of the Ameri- 
can Historical Society. Dr. Blegen 
is Professor of History at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, Secretary of 
the Minnesota Historical Society and 
Editor-in-Chief of all publication 
activities of the Norwegian-American 
Historical Association. On ‘this pro- 
gram the St. Olaf student body, 
accompanied by the St. Olaf Band 
and directed by Dr. F. Melius 
Christiansen will sing ‘“Landkjen- 
ning.’ The poem is by Bjornsen, 
the music by Grieg. 

In the afternoon, at 3:00 o’clock, 
a Norwegian patriotic program is to 
be given in honor of the 123rd anni- 
versary of the Norwegian constitu- 
tion. The festival address will be 
delivered by the Rev. D. G. Ristad, 
D. D., of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 
President of the Eastern District of 
the Norwegian Lutheran Church of 
America. A prologue in honor of 
Ole Rynning, written by P. O. Bugge, 
of Bisbee, North Dakota, will be 
read as a part of ‘this program by 
the Rev. Fridtjof Eide, of Ostrander, 
Minnesota. In addition, a replica 
of the monument to be erected in 
honor of Ole Rynning, at Snaasa, 
in Norway, on the 4th of July, 
1937, will be presented to St. Olaf 
College by a _ representative of 
Snaasalaget. Music for this pro- 
gram will be furnished by the United 
Norwegian Male Singers of Minnea- 
polis, 150 strong, directed by Prof. 
J. M. Wick. 

At 7:30 o’clock, the celebration 
of the Rynning Centennial will be 
concluded by a concert given by 
the St. Olaf College Choir. The 
concert is given as a compliment to 
the visitors of the day. No admis- 
sion will be charged. 


NEXT PUBLICATION IN MAY 


Editorial work is well under way 
on the Association’s next publication, 
The Changing West and Other 
Essays, by Dr. Laurence M. Larsen. 
The managing editor, Dr. Theodore 
Blegen, expects to have the book off 
the press by May 1 or June 1. 
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THE RYNNING CENTENNIAL 


The Rynning -Centennial, announced in our last issue of 
News Letter, was a great success. We recognize that this was 
not a title that would attract as much attention as would an 
Ole Bull festival or a Nansen celebration, but from the his- 
torical standpoint we felt that the event commemorated was 
of such importance as to merit our best efforts. We had no 
trouble enlisting the aid of Professors Laurence M. Larson 
and Theodore C. Blegen—they understood. The program 
throughout the day was enjoyed by everyone present. Dr. 
Larson, always scholarly in his historical analysis, gave us 
a fine chapter of Norwegian-American history, and Dr. 
Blegen spoke of his intimate knowledge of all the events con- 
nected with the Rynning episode. We feel certain that we 
made history on May 15th last. Probably it would be more 
correct to say that we officially recorded a very essential and 


interesting chapter of our history on that day. 


It was also our official celebration of the Seventeenth of 
May. 


Frihetsdag” and it was a memorable occasion. 


The afternoon program was dedicated to “Norges 
To enhance 
the day for us the United Norwegian Male Singers of Min- 
neapolis were here in a body to sing the spirit of the day 
A Seventeenth of May without a Male 
Chorus would be unthinkable among us. 


into our hearts. 
They sang three 
times during the program. Professor Frederick Wick di- 


rected. 


Mr. P. O. Bugge of Bisbee, North Dakota, had written a 
prolog in honor of Ole Rynning. After the singing of “Ja, 
vi elsker,’ Rev. Fridtjof Eide of Ostrander read the prolog 


in his most beautiful Norwegian. 


In the absence of Mr. John Skavlan, president of Snaasa- 
laget, Mr. Bugge, historian of the same, presented to St. Olaf 
a replica of the Rynning monument which was erected at 
Snaasa parsonage on July 4th, 1937. The memorial was 
given by Snaasalaget and other friends in commemoration of 


the Centennial. 

The festival address was delivered by Dr. D. G. Ristad of 
Dr. Ristad, the 
first president of the Norwegian-American Historical Asso- 


Manitowoc, Wisconsin. It was most fitting. 
ciation, has been a leader in the whole movement of popular- 
izing our history in America. He has for years been the 
president and moving spirit in Tronderlaget, and it was here 
the Rynning celebration idea first took form. All the ad- 
dresses on this occasion ought to be printed; Dr. Blegen’s ad- 
dress appears in this issue. Next to the famous 1925 observ- 
ance of the beginnings of Norse-American emigration, we 
have marked no more important mile post than this one—The 


Ole Rynning Centennial. 


OLE RYNNING: IMMIGRANT LEADER 
Address delivered by Dr. Theodore C. Blegen at Rynning 
Centennial Program. 

Today 1937 looks back to 1837, across the gulf of ten 
decades, and at first we seem “to see through a glass, darkly.” 
Schoolbook memories stir our minds, however, and we catch 
a few outlines and forms, however vaguely: Andrew Jackson, 
gaunt and stern-eyed, emerging from the White House to 
make way for wily Martin Van Buren; the collapse of banks 
and business in a terrible financial panic; and across the wa- 
ters a girl of eighteen succeeding to the throne of England, 
inaugurating the Victorian era. But it is all faraway, re- 
mote from modern life, its reality only that of cold print 
and quaint pictures. 

Can we somehow bring the pictures to life, dispel the dim- 
ness, and know the people who lived and had their being? 
What of the people, men and women who tasted the joys of 
earth, knew sorrow, worked, played, died? “The people, yes,” 
as Carl Sandburg, a poet of the people, expresses it. Perhaps 
if we think of the people, the mists will lift a little. And our 
vision will also gain in clearness if we remember the flow of 
life, which has run steadily on, with never a break, from that 
day to this. By that flow i837 teuches 1937. Our lives are 
projected from the lives of our parents, and theirs from our 
grandparents, so that only a few steps carry us back and re- 
late us, through streams of life and blood, with the world of 
a hundred years ago. A few days ago newspapers told us 
of a mother, living today, who was a child of four in 1837. 
Call 1837 remote, if you will, but one human heart has con- 
tinued to beat through all that incredible space of a century. 
But if we really would pierce the mists of time, we must re- 
call yet another fact. The life of a hundred years ago left its 
imprints in records and its influence upon its posterity. The 
challenge to us today is to know the records and to under- 
stand the influence. That challenge we can meet by using 
the second sight of history. 

Very well, taking advantage of that second sight, let us 
look at a few scenes in a story from a hundred years ago, a 
story of real life, a story centering about “the people, yes,” a 
story that is part of our own backgrounds, a story that 1s a 
chapter in the history of America. Our first scene is neither 
White House nor palace, but a little sailing vessel out in the 
middle of the Atlantic ocean. Its name was the “Aegir,” its 
captain Christian K. Behrens, and on board were eighty-four 
Norwegian emigrants. They were almost all farmers who 
had sold their farms in western Norway, packed up their 
chests and trunks, and assembled at old Bergen, from which, 
on April 7, 1837, they set sail for New York and the New 
World, intending to go to a wonderful place called “Illinois” 
far out to the West in America, where some of their pio- 
neering countrymen had already settled. There were rum- 
blings of economic and social discontent in the old country; 
ever since Cleng Peerson and the sloopfolk had gone to 
America in the twenties rumors and reports of the marvels 
of life in the United States had been spreading; and now 
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after the middle thirties the unrest was reaching the point of 
decision and departure, with whole shiploads of people set- 
ting out. These emigrants on the “Aegir” were not sailors 
and many of them promptly, got seasick. But they soon got 
accustomed to the salt air and the pitching of the vessel, and 
they seem to have had a merry time on board. When I was 
in Norway some years ago | found an interesting account of 
their voyage which tells how they got on after the seasickness 
was over. “With its passing,” I quote from the account, “all 
anxiety seemed to disappear. Farmers who had never before 
seen the ocean saw that it was calm, lost all fear of its ter- 
rors, and saw the ship sailing on toward milder regions. The 
fiddie was brought out, and every evening sailors and young 
people danced to it with lusty abandon until the captain was 
forced to ask them to give it up, since the ball-room floor (the 
deck) was being seriously damaged by the huge nails in the 
soles of the dancing slippers of the young gallants and their 
ladies; unless they were willing to dance in their stocking 


feet.” 

On May 8 the emigrants had an exciting and dangerous 
experience. An English ship, the “Barelto,’ crashed into 
the “Aegir” broadside, and for a time it seemed as if the 
emigrant vessel would go down. But the damage was soon 
repaired, and it sailed on. And on May 17, the terrors of the 
collision forgotten, all the emigrants celebrated the Nor- 
wegian national holiday. Since we are on the eve of Nor- 
wegian-American celebrations a hundred years after the time 
of that Atlantic crossing, perhaps it will be of interest to 
know how those immigrants of 1837 celebrated the day. At 
dawn there was a salvo of cannon. Everybody wore his best 
clothes, and in the morning there seems to have been a play 
performed. We don’t know what that play was, but we are 
told that it was about the land they had left and also “of 
the hopes that smiled to them from the shore whither they 
were sailing.” At noon there was a festive banquet and 
toasts were drunk to the Seventeenth of May, to the Father- 
land, to Liberty, and to the King and his son. And then a 
song, especially composed for the occasion, was sung. I found 
the entire text of it in Norway, five stanzas, but I am going 
to give you only two of them in translation. Now you must 
have not only second sight but second hearing. See that group 
of emigrants on the “Aegir”’ and imagine you hear them 
singing these words: 


Beyond the surge of the stormy deep, 

The mists hide Norway’s rocky shore, 

But longings rise, their tryst to keep 

With magic forests known of yore, 

Where whistling spruce and glaciers’ boom 
Are harmonies to Norway’s son. 


Though destiny, as Leif and Bjorn, 
Call northern son to alien West, 

Yet will his heart in mem’ry turn 

To native mountains loved the best. 
As longs the heart of a lone son 

To his loved home once more to come. 


That Seventeenth of May festival ended in the evening 
with dancing and merriment, but this song makes it clear 
that there was an undercurrent of sadness. Looking west, 
there was the joy and courage of anticipation. Looking 
homeward, there was the melancholy of broken ties. 

But who wrote, who composed, this touching and lovely 
song? None other than the man whose memory we honor 
today—Ole Rynning, young, talented, the trusted leader of 
the emigrant group, an unusual figure in immigrant pioneer- 
ing. Born in the miraculous year of 1809 which gave Lin- 
coln to the world, by what strange destiny was he now 
aboard the “Aegir” headed for Illinois, the state of Lincoln? 


Rynning somehow broke away from the paths then cus- 
tomarily followed by young Norwegians of birth and edu- 
cation. His father, Jens Rynning, was a prominent and very 
able clergyman of the Norwegian state church, minister for 
more than thirty years at Snaasen, and Young Rynning was 
given every advantage, private tutors and an education at the 
national university in Christiania, with the road to success in 
church or state open to him. Yet for some reason he turned 
his back on all that and threw in his lot with humble farmers 
who dared the great venture of the New World. There were 
doubtless personal motives, but I have come to the con- 
clusion that Rynning, democratic by instinct and critical of 
the state church of which his father was a typical member, 
had higher than merely personal motive. Profoundly in 
sympathy with the farming and laboring classes of Norway 
and keenly aware of their problems and burdens, he saw 
emigration and America as the solution, and was determined 
to join and to help a movement that was in league with the 
future. “Nothing,” said one of his friends, “could shake his 
belief that America would become a place of refuge for the 
masses of people in Europe who toiled under the burdens of 
poverty.” 


But let us watch this man and note his fibre in the second 
scene of our story—out in the Illinois country, in the Beaver 
Creek settlement, some seventy miles south of Chicago. The 
“Aegir” had duly arrived at New York on June 9, just two 
months and two days after it had sailed out of Bergen har- 
bor. The immigrants had spent a week in New York, then 
gone by steamer on the Hudson to Albany, continued by 
boat on the Erie Canal to Buffalo, and there caught a vessel 
that took them to Detroit. After a wait of five days at that 
place, they somehow got places on a crowded boat that car- 
ried them down to Chicago—then an infant Chicago just 
emerging from village status. Here a hard blow fell upon 
the party. All this time the intention had been to proceed 
to Cleng Peerson’s colony in the Fox River Valley, but 
scarcely had they reached Chicago when they received very 
unfavorable reports about the Fox River country. On no ac- 
count must they go there. And as they gave up their cherished 
plans, profound discouragement settled upon many of the 
immigrants. Little wonder their confidence was shaken: Fox 
River had been the goal they had crossed half a world to 
reach; here they were in a strange country, their plans gone 
awry. But, wrote one of them, in this situation the “great- 
ness of Ole Rynning’s spirit was revealed.” The records 
show Rynning comforting those in despair, counseling with 
those in doubt, calming everyone with his own coolness and 
courage. The upshot of it all was that, after a committee 
had gone down to investigate the Beaver Creek region, oxen 
and wagons were purchased and most of the immigrants, led 
by Rynning, went to that place. 


So the “Aegir” immigrants settled down in the Illinois 
country, building log houses, grappling with hardships, and 
meeting the sacrifices that attended a first year of pioneering 
in a strange land. These things were a part of the frontier 
experience, but worse lay ahead. Beaver Creek was to be 
the scene of stark tragedy, for the lands selected, dry and 
tillable as they seemed to be in the fall, were to prove low 
and swampy once spring and summer came, and the colony 
was to be swept by a dreadful scourge of malaria and typhoid. 
Throughout the winter, however, Rynning was thinking about 
the problems and needs of his countrymen in Norway. “A 
great and good idea,’ wrote his friend Ansten Nattestad, 
“formed the central point of all his thinking. He hoped to 
be able to provide the poor, oppressed Norwegian workman 
a happier home on this side of the sea, and to realize this 
wish he shunned no sacrifice, endured the greatest exertions, 
and was patient through misunderstandings, disappointments, 
and loss.” And so we come to the most interesting thing that 
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happened that winter in Beaver Creek. Nattestad gives us 
the setting, explaining that Rynning was contented with little 
“and was remarkably patient under the greatest sufferings.” 
Let this friend of Rynning, who was there at Beaver Creek, 
tell the story: “I well remember one time when he came 
home from a long exploring expedition. Frost had set in 
during his absence. The ice on the swamps and the crusts 
of snow cut his boots. He finally reached the colony, but 
his feet were frozen and lacerated. They presented a ter- 
rible sight, and we all thought he would be a cripple for life.” 
It was while in this condition, crippled, sick, and confined to 
his bed, that Ole Rynning wrote his book, 4 True Account 
of America for the Information and Help of Peasant and 
Commoner, calling in his neighbors as he finished each chap- 
ter so that he might read it aloud to them and profit by 
their criticisms and suggestions. The man rose above per- 
sonal misfortune and local circumstances, took a broad and 
remarkably fair-minded view of America and its conditions, 
and addressed himself to his fellow-men of the Old World. 
He signed his preface on February 13, 1838, stating that his 
purpose was “to answer every question that I myself raised, 
to make clear every point in regard to which I observed that 
people were in ignorance, and to refute the false reports 
which came to my ears, partly before my departure from 
Norway and partly after my arrival here.” 


Now, before looking into that book, we must picture a 
third scene in our story. This time the hero is Ansten Natte- 
stad, for in the spring of 1838, taking Rynning’s manuscript 
with him, he set out for Norway, going down the Mississippi 
to New Orleans and then sailing by way of Liverpool. To 
make a long story short, he got to Norway, published Ryn- 
ning’s book at Christiania in 1838, and found himseif looked 
upon as a sort of Marco Polo, some people traveling as far 
as 140 miles to see him and talk with him about America. 
Meanwhile the book was being read with greatest interest in 
many parts of Norway. The “America Book,” they called it. 
“Many who were scarcely able to read,” said one immigrant, 
“began in earnest to practice in the America-book.” <A sec- 
ond edition came out in 1839 and it was soon reprinted in 
Sweden, so that in a sense it became the “America Book” for 
the Scandinavian North. 


There can be no doubt that Rynning’s compact, informative 
little volume, crammed with shrewd observation and sound 
sense, played an important and influential role in the develop- 
ment of early Norwegian migration to America. The book 
alone makes the man one of tha founding fathers, so far as 
Norwegian-American life is concerned, and gives him a secure 
place among American immigrant leaders. What was the 
scope of the volume? In thirteen short and concise chapters, 
each headed by a definite question or group of questions, 
Rynning takes up such topics as the climate, soil, and prod- 
ucts of America; the cost of land and provisions; the nature 
of the American government; religious conditions in the New 
World; the problems of language and education; the story 
of the earlier pioneers from Norway; and general prospects 
for immigrants. With quiet common sense he disposes of 
absurd rumors and silly assertions that had been given cur- 
rency in Norway by enemies of emigration. He praised the 
freedom and equality of America, but denounced the slavery 
system of the South. And he closed with a chapter of advice 
about all the details of the journey to America: vessels, routes, 
food and supplies, medicines, and the like. A fourteenth 
chapter in Rynning’s manuscript, though written, was never 
printed. It was a chapter criticizing the Norwegian state 
church ministers for intolerance and for inactivity in advanc- 
ing the welfare of the people in economic and educational 
matters. This chapter was read by a state church minister 
who didn’t like it and therefore threw it out. Today we 
honor the courage of Rynning in writing the chapter and 


we are obliged to regard the Reverend Mr. Kragh of Eids- 
vold, who excised it, as a narrow-minded zealot. 

Let me give you a very few examples of Rynning’s mind 
as revealed in his book. That he had judgment and fore- 
sight is clear when we read his prediction of the Civil War, 
written at his Beaver Creek cabin twenty-three years before 
that war came. After a vigorous description of the slavery 
system Rynning wrote this: “The northern states try in every 
Congress to get the slave trade abolished in the southern 
states; but as the latter always oppose these efforts, and ap- 
peal to their right to settle their internal affairs themselves, 
there will in all likelihood come either a separation between 
the northern and southern states, or else bloody civil dis- 
putes.” In another chapter Rynning assures his Norwegian 
countrymen that America is not a land of heathens. “Every 
one can believe as he wishes,” he writes, “and worship God 
in the manner which he believes to be right, but he must 
not persecute anyone for holding another faith.” After de- 
scribing the nature of the American national government, he 
adds, “For the comfort of the faint-hearted I can, therefore, 
declare with truth that in America, as in Norway, there are 
laws, government, and authorities. But everything is de- 
signed to maintain the natural freedom and equality of men.” 
He has a word to say in yet another chapter about the status 
of women in America. “Women are respected and honored 
far more than is the case among the common people in Nor- 
way,” he writes, and then adds, somewhat slyly, “So far as 
I know, only two or three Norwegian girls have been mar- 
ried to Americans, and I do not believe they have made par- 
ticularly good matches. But there are many Norwegian bach- 
elors who would prefer to marry Norwegian girls if they 
could.’ He mentions two classes who must not come to 
America. They are drunkards, “who will be detested, and 
will soon perish miserably,” and “those who neither can work 
nor have sufficient money to carry on a business.” 

Several Vossings who emigrated to America in 1839 all 
took guns or rifles with them. They had read this passage 
in Rynning: “If a settler is furnished with a good rifle and 
knows how to use it, he does not have to buy meat during 
the first two years. A good rifle costs from fifteen to twenty 
dollars. The chief wild animals are deer, prairie chickens, 
turkeys, ducks, and wild geese.” Rynning did not want im- 
migrants to starve during the voyage. He advised them to 
include among their provisions pork, dried meat, salted meat, 
dried herring, smoked herring, dried fish, butter, cheese, prim- 
ost, milk, beer, flour, peas, cereals, potatoes, rye rusks, coffee, 
and tea. There is much specific information about prices 
and wages and a variety of other subjects, precisely the kind 
of information that was needed and desired by prospective 
immigrants, information of a sort that warranted Professor 
Edward Channing’s characterization of Rynning’s book as 
“the work of a keen observer.” 

And so let us take leave of Ole Rynning’s True Account of 
America. It carried an authentic picture of New World con- 
ditions to the common people of Norway; its circle of in- 
fluence widened steadily; and its historical importance is 
established beyond cavil. Let us also have a last glimpse of 
Ansten Nattestad, the modern Marco Polo, the man who 
had seen America, and who was now preparing to lead a 
whole shipload of emigrants to the United States. He basked 
in the glory of his fame. “I remained in Numedal through- 
out the winter and until the following spring,” he wrote. “The 
report of my return spread like wildfire through the land, 
and an incredible number of people came to me to hear news 
from America.” With what authority could not the man 
speak who had himself made the long journey and with his 
own eyes viewed the wonderland of the West. Listen to the 
testimony of one Norwegian who went to see Nattestad: 
“Ministers and bailiffs tried to frighten us with terrible tales 
about the dreadful sea monsters, and about man-eating wild 
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animals in the new world; but when Ansten Nattestad had 
said Yes and Amen to Rynning’s Account all fears and doubts 
were removed.” 

But we must return to Beaver Creek for the final scene in 
our story. Ole Rynning regained his health and the use of 
his feet, and once more he took up his work among the col- 
onists. But the misfortune of the winter was as nothing to 
the disaster of the spring and summer. Not Utopia, not 
happiness and golden prosperity, but wet lands, the deadly 
attack of malaria, sickness, despair, and for many a miser- 
able death: that was the fate of the colonists. We have 
glimpses of the leader, Ole Rynning, comforting the sorrow- 
ing, helping those in distress, and clinging to his belief in 
America notwithstanding calamity. And then, a quick end- 
ing: picture the University-trained scholar working for a 
month that summer of 1838 on the Illinois Canal, spade in 
hand, blistered, exposed to the elements, and then the dread 
malaria striking him. Close on its heels came typhoid, and 
so, late in September, still under thirty years of age, he died. 
The circumstances of his burial are reported to us by the 
founder of St. Olaf College, B. J. Muus, himself a nephew 
of Rynning, and he had the tale from the lips of a resident 
of Beaver Creek who knew Rynning. Only one person in the 
colony was well when Rynning was struck down by disease. 
This man, Muus tells us, went “out on the prairie and 
chopped down an oak and made a sort of coffin of it. His 
brother helped him to get the dead body into the coffin and 
then they hauled it out on the prairie and buried it.” The 
grave, so far as we know, went unmarked. The Beaver 
Creek colony broke up. Many, but not all, cf the colonists 
died. Some fled to the Fox River settlement, after the leader 
perished. The last of the settlers to leave was one Mons Aad- 
land, who in 1840 managed to exchange his farm for a small 
herd of cattle and removed to Wisconsin. Few of the settlers 
had been able to sell their land, however. They simply 
abandoned it. “‘Only the empty log houses remained,” we 
are told, “like silent witnesses to the terrors of the scourge, 
and afforded a dismal sight to the lonely wanderer who ven- 
tured within these domains.” 

So the scenes fade away, and the story seems to end, a 
stark tragedy, like some Greek drama. But that is only in 
the seeming. For Ole Rynning’s voice was not stilled when 
the log coffin was lowered into the Illinois prairie soil. His 
book was an “articulate audible voice” to a generation of 
Norwegian people, and it sounds across the decades to our 
ears. Tragic indeed was the fate of the immigrants who 
sailed so blithely in the “Aegir,” but the Emersonian com- 
pensation of gain for loss accompanied the tragedy. For the 
courage and patience and sacrifice of Ole Rynning and his 
fellow immigrant pioneers were a contribution to our people 
and to America. They are a precious part of our common 
heritage, living and warm. These things are a part of the 
ceaseless flow of life. They seem to me to come close to 
the heart of “the people, yes.” And so 1937 looks back to 
1837 with a sense of living realities and common humanity, 
of kinship and vital bonds, of an unbroken unity. 


New Members Since May, 1937 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
H. O. Rotvold, Decorah, Iowa. 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 
Otis M. Aamodt, McFarland, Wisconsin. 
Augustana College Library, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
John Frohlin, Bayonne, New Jersey. 
L. O. Gunderson, Chicago, Illinois. 
O. Hegdahl, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Oliver H. Lund, Brooklyn, New York. 
Edward J. Munson, Oak Park, Illinois. 
Miss Gena Thompson, Madison, Wisconsin. 
Tonsberg Folke-bibliotek, Tonsberg, Norway. 


OUR) SEMINARISTS: 


In writing the history of a people it is necessary to choose 
those things to write about that have had a part in making 
history. The preachers among us have been written up, the 
professors have come in for a mention, now and then a ref- 
erence is made to the “Master Farmers,” and they all de- 
serve it. But there is a class of men from our pioneer days 
that have been sadly neglected. They did a man’s job for 
very poor pay. They worked sometimes thirteen months a 
year at $25.00 a month and board. I refer to the professional 
religious-school teachers. 


As a rule they had their training in Norway. The two- 
year Teachers’ Training School—known back there as “Lerer- 
seminariet”—gave those men a thorough training in the rudi- 
ments of pedagogy, especially as it applied to the religious in- 
struction of children. It is a marvel how efficient they were. 
The art of catechisation—we can hardly speak of the science 
of it: that term is of a more recent injection—the art of 
catechisation was one of the great assets of this class of 
teachers. To be able to frame questions in such a way as 
to make boys and girls forget where they were and what 
they were doing, as the interest in the situation developed, 
and to draw out of them answers to their questions, that was 
a real art. 


A number of such seminary trained men were induced to 
accept ordination in order to meet the dire need for preachers 
among the people. And some of them became good, very 
good pastors. Others stuck to their last and taught children 
by the hundreds through a period of 40 to 60 years and more. 
As a foundation factor in our pioneer history this activity 
cannot be overestimated. They were the real trainers of the 
mothers of the future, and when you talk with middle-aged 
men of today and they tell of their mothers, how they took 
their boys and girls and set them at their knees while they 
spun, sewed or engaged in any one of their dozens of urgent 
duties and occupations, and kept them at it until they knew 
their lessons thoroughly, that is a chapter in rural pedagog 
both unsung and unrecorded. 


These same mothers were trained under the stern eye of 
some ‘“‘seminarist” and knew their part well. 


I want to mention a typical case, and hope the party will ac- 
cept ii in the spirit in which it is intended. The man in ques- 
tion is very well known. He passed his 85th birthday on 
March 19, 1937. Svein Strand is his name. He had the two- 
year course at Asker Seminary and taught parochial school 
both in Norway and in this county from 1875-76. The need 
for preachers here was great and after a two-year course at 
Augsburg Seminary he was ordained. In 1907 he became a 
teacher at our teachers’ seminary at Madison, Minnesota, 
where his influence was felt by hundreds of future teachers. 
Good catechists always made good debaters and Strand ex- 
excelled and was in his element when he could argue an im- 
portant issue on the floor of our Church conventions. 


How much we owe our seminarist, parochial school teach- 
ers we shall never be able to express in values. It is a fact 
that, up to quite recently, there were very few Norwegian 
names on the rosters of our state penal institutions—and 
when we saw one there, we blushed with shame—and is it too 
far fetched a conclusion to say that, doubtless, such a situ- 
ation can be largely ascribed to the well trained, religious- 
hearted, earnest Christian mothers that made up our pioneer 
groups? 


Let us hope that when stars are to be distributed for the 
diadems to be worn in glory by these consecrated men who 
labored here for $25.00 a month and board for 30-60 years, 
that a righteous Judge up yonder will see fit to reward them 
much more generously and justly than we have done. 


That “their place shall know them no more” is literally 
true. They are gone, as a class. But we shall for long feel 
the benefit of their labors. Their works surely do live after 
them. 
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THE PRESIDENT AND THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Mr. Arthur Andersen recently had a conference in 
Chicago with the managing editor, Dr. Theodore C. 
Blegen. They discussed ways and means to keep up 
and even accelerate the work of our Association. There 
will be no hurry, for the kind of work which the Nor- 
wegian-American Historical Association is doing can- 
not be hurried if it is to be of the same high pro- 
fessional standard as heretofore. However, both Mr. 
Andersen and Dr. Blegen returned to their daily tasks 
with renewed courage and confidence. Mr. Andersen 
felt confident that there is enough interest in our work 
amongst Norwegian-Americans to enable us to satisfy 
our financial requirements, and Dr. Blegen stated that 
the field is still rich in new materials. 


OUR ENDOWMENT FUND 


In spite of large outlays for publishing its books, 
the Norwegian-American Historical Association has 
not neglected building up its permanent fund which 
now totals around $18,000. Some twelve years ago, 
we started without any funds but with abundant faith 
and ability. Is it not a worthy object for well-situated 
Norwegian-Americans to remember our permanent en- 
downment fund in their last will and testament ? 


SIR KARL KNUDSEN 


After Sir Karl Knudsen, a native son of Norway 
and later a subject of Great Britain, had read Doctor 
O. E. Rolvaag’s books, I DE DAGE and RIKET 
GRUNDLGGES, he wrote Professor Rolvaag and 
asked if he might be permitted to come to Northfield 
and visit him. The response naturally was in the af- 
firmative and so, this man of affairs left his business 
cares behind him in London and journeyed to North- 
field, Minnesota, from which point he wanted to study 
the middle northwest and learn from personal obser- 


vation what the Norwegian-Americans had accom- 


plished. 

When Sir Karl became acquainted with The Nor- 
wegian-American Historical Association and its ob- 
jectives he immediately took out a life membership. 
Later he deposited funds in a bank in Oslo, Norway, 
to be used by the Association in research of history 
pertaining to the beginnings of the migration to Amer- 
ica. When he learned that the funds were not suf- 
ficient to complete the project which he had started, 


he supplemented the original gift with the necessary . 


funds. 
On November 26 last Mr. Knudsen died at the home 
of his sister in Bridgeport, Connecticut. He was then 
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on his way to New Mexico where he had expected to 
spend the winter because of the condition of his health. 

The Norwegian-American Historical Association 
mourns the passing of Sir Karl Knudsen as that of a 
good friend and of a distinguished member. 


HOW DR. NORLIE GOT CLENG PEERSON’S 
PICTURE 


When Dr. O. M. Norlie was preparing his History 
of the Norwegian-American People he naturally 
wanted a picture of the famous leader of the Sloopers, 
Cleng Peerson. He found, after several years of re- 
search, that there was no picture of him in existence. 
It was before the day of the kodak and photography 
was in its infancy. But that didn’t stop Dr. Norlie. 
He had a way. He knew of three places in America 
where Peerson had spent some time: Rochester and 
Kendall, N. Y., Fox River community: in Illinois, and 
Bosque County, Texas. He was pretty sure that if he 


‘should go to these plates, he would still find people 


who had actually seen and known Cleng Peerson. 

So Norlie started out in search of information and 
according to expectation he met a number of people 
who had actual first-hand recollection of the doughty 
leader. With his faithful notebook in hand, Dr. Nor- 
lie sat down with these old folks, visited with them so 
as to refresh their memories and then plied them with 
questions as to the looks of Cleng Peerson. While 
they described the hero, Norlie made faithful notes of 
all that was said. Having visited all these places, and 
others, Norlie took his descriptions to his colleague, 
Professor Ivan Doseff, athletic coach at Luther Col- 
lege, today teacher of art at the University of Minne- 
sota, and asked him to draw a picture from them. He 
made a great many sketches. Norlie had photographs 
made of them. Then followed a long series of letters 
exchanged especially with Mr. T. Theo. Colwick of 
Norse, Texas, where Cleng Peerson lived from 1849 
and where he died in 1865. 

After suggestions and criticisms from correspon- 
dents, Norlie submitted all new facts to Prof. Doseff 
who again produced a new picture. This was again 
submitted to the men who had seen Cleng Peerson in 
the flesh and remembered him, well, and back came the 
reply, “that is Cleng Peerson.”’ 

Thus was Cleng Peerson photographed 47 years 
after his death. You can see the picture in Norlie’s 
“History of the Norwegian American People in Amer- 


b) 


ica.’ It was an ingenious undertaking—and this is 


only one project of the many carried out by Dr. O. M. 
Norlie for the enrichment of the future cultural life of 
our people in this country. 


—P. M.G, 


i 


— — = 


ee 


PRP ER 


December, 1937 


Page Two NEWS 


FROM OUR VICE PRESIDENT 


The tenth volume of Norvegia Sacra, edited by Dr. 
Oluf Kolsrud, a ponderous tome of 728 large pages, is 
devoted entirely to the history of the memorable cele- 
bration in Trondheim, Norway, of the 900th anniver- 
sary of the christianizing of Norway. ‘The title is 
NIDAROS og STIKLESTAD—Olavs-Jubileet 1930. 
The volume is published by the Steenske Trykkeri, 
Oslo, and the price is kr. 20. 

It is not only a record of the events of the great 
jubilee but a complete collection of matters published 
and spoken on the occasion, an orientation of the back- 
ground, the purpose and process of the celebration. As 
the Norwegians in diaspora participated so generally 
and so actively in the jubilee by their presence, their 
gifts to the Nidardome, by addresses and greetings, the 
book will interest them fully as much, as it will inter- 
est readers in Norway. This, I believe, is especially true 
of our Norwegian group in America. A number of 
photographic illustrations of the jubilee days with their 
processions, services, concerts, buildings and places of 
interest in Trondheim and at Stiklestad add to the qual- 
ity of the volume. 

ae tie 


Another historic event in which the Norwegian- 
American Historical Association participated through 
its officers and other representatives was the unveiling 
at Snaasa, Norway, of a memorial to Ole Rynning, 
marking the centennial of his little book, The Truth 
About America, republished and translated by the edi- 
tor-in-chief of the Association publications, Dr. Theo- 
dore C. Blegen. 

ie 


In a recent copy of “Samtiden” (Tidsskrift for Po- 
litik, Literatur og Samfundsspdrsmaal) Oslo, Nor- 
way, the editor, Jac. S. Worm-Muiller, has caused to be 
printed the address he delivered at the unveiling of the 
Rynning “bauta.” It is a fair and well formulated 
eulogy to the intrepid immigrant leader, and gives due 
credit to the Historical Association for its share in 
giving the Rynning episode in the history of Norwe- 
gian immigration to America the place it deserves. 


—D.G.R. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Several of our members have been active during the 
past two months in getting new members to join our 
Association. The honors go to Honorable R. A. Nestos, 
local vice-president, in Minot, North Dakota, who has 
secured twenty (20) members during the past month. 


REQUEST NEWS LETTER 


The Secretary’s office sent a copy of News Letter 
number five to the libraries and historical societies 
with whom we have exchange relations. Requests im- 
mediately came in for back numbers and in several 
instances they asked if they could get a double set. 
Complimentary words such as: “We find them very 


interesting.” “Please place us on your permanent mail- 
ing list as we want the series complete.” “A very in- 
teresting series,’ were included with these requests. 


AN APPRECIATION 


This expression comes unsolicited from the noted 
journalist and lecturer, H. Sundby-Hansen: “I regard 
the Norwegian-American Historical Association as one 
of the best enterprises our group of people have initi- 
ated in this country. For this reason I am always 
happy to give it a boost whenever opportunity offers.” 


LIBRARIES ORDER COMPLETE SETS 


During the past year several libraries have placed 
orders for a complete set of our publications. These 
orders have come as a result of requests made by indi- 
viduals who wished to have access to our books. 

Our stock of some of the publications is rapidly de- 
creasing and members who are interested in having 
their local library secure a complete series should ar- 
range to have orders placed soon. 


NORWEGIAN SETTLEMENT 


The nineteenth volume of the Association’s publica- 
tions will be off the press not later than February first. 
Mr. Carlton C. Qualey, the author, has given much 
time to research in bringing out his first big work: 
NORWEGIAN SETTLEMENT. In nine chapters 
covering 255 pages the author gives the history of 
Norwegian settlement in this country. The book will 
contain twenty maps and illustrations. 


A GENEROUS GIFT 


Just asthe’ “WETTER wasegoine. to. press the 
postman brought a letter from Mr. Frederic Schaefer, 
a member of our Executive Board, containing a check 
for one thousand dollars. This comes as a gift to- 
ward the activities of our Association. 


VINLAND SAGA 


Through the efforts of Doctor Asbjorn P. Ousdal 
the Norroena Society of America was founded on 
Julyeal 5571957, “ate Santa sBarbara, Calitorma. 2 ihis 
Society put on a four day festival in the Santa Bar- 
bara Bowl which was climaxed on October 9 in the 
celebration of Leif Eriksson Day. The text for the 
pageant “Vinland Saga,’ written by Doctor Ousdal 
is based largely on the story of the “Frithjof’s Saga.” 

Some valuable material surrounding the develop- 
ment and execution of this historical event has been 
received for the Archives. 


MEMBERSHIP. LIST 


Due to the fact that no issue of Studies and Records 
was published this year, the Association’s list of mem- 
bers is published in this issue of the News Letter. 
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ROLL OF MEMBERS 


Life members are indicated by a double asterisk (**) and sustaining members by a single asterisk (*). 
marked are those of associate members. 


All names not so 


Aamodt, Otis M., Wisconsin 
Aasgaard, J. A., Minnesota 
Abrahamson, Carl E., Illinois 
Abrahamson, Elmer E., Illinois 
Abrahamson, Jennie J., Illinois 
Ager, Trygve M., New York 
Alphson, J. A., North Dakota 
Alsager, C. Martin, Illinois 
Anders, J. Olson, Nebraska} 

* Andersen, Arthur, Illinois 

** Andersen, Johan M., Massachusetts 
Andersen, Mrs. Sophie, Illinois 
Andersen, Thor Magnus, Norway 
Anderson, E. W., Illinois 
Anderson, E. B., Minnesota 
Anderson, Philip M. C., Minnesota 
Anderson, William, Minnesota 
Andresen, K. R., Minnesota 
Anstensen, A., Canada 
Anthonisen, Jacob K., Minnesota 

* Anundsen, B. B., Iowa. 
Arctander, Ludvig, Minnesota 


Buer, O., Illinois 
* Bugge, S. B., Wisconsin 
Cadbury, Henry, Massachusetts 
Carlsen, Clarence J., North Dakota 
‘Christiansen, F. M., Minnesota 
Christiansen, Lars, North Dakota 
Christianson, Julius, Wisconsin 
Christianson, Oscar, Wisconsin 
Christianson, Theodore, Minnesota 
Christophersen, C. B., Illinois 
Christopherson, J. B., Montana 
Clausen, Clarence, Ohio 

Clausen, Otto, Illinois 

Cleve, Laura K., Illinois 

Cole, Martin L., South Dakota 
Cornelius, Casper, Minnesota 
Dahl, Gerhard H., Illinois 
Dahl, Orville, Minnesota 

Dahl, H. H., North Dakota 
Dahle, Isak, Illinois 
Dalager, Rudolph L.. California 
Danielsen, S. M., Michigan 


x 


Grimstad, C. M., Wisconsin 
Grondahl, L. O., Pennsylvania 
Grose, I. F., Minnesota 
Gulbrandson, Esther, Minnesota 
Gullickson, Ludvig, Minnesota 

* Gullicksen, O., Illinois 
Gullixson, T. F., Minnesota 

* Gundersen, A., Wisconsin 
Gunderson, Einar, Illinois 
Gundersen, Magnus, Illinois 
Gundersen, Oscar, Illinois 
Gunderson, L: O., Illinois 
Haavik, E. C., Iowa 

* Hain, Eleonor, Minnesota 
Hallan, Elmer, Michigan 
Halland, J. G., North Dakota 
Halmrast, Eilef, Minnesota 
Halvorson, H. C., South Dakota 


** Halvorson, Olaf, California 


* Hansen, Carl G. O., Minnesota 
Hansen, J. C. M., Wisconsin 


Arnesen, Claus H., Illinois ** Den Norske Amerika Linje, Norway Hansen, Marcus L., Illinois 

** Arnesen, S. J., New York Dieserud, Juul, District of Columbia Hanson, Erland H., Illinois 

** Arneson, Axel, Texas Dietrichson, Miss Dagny, Minnesota Hanson, Gustav S., South Dakota 
Arneson, Morten, Minnesota Douglas, Mrs. R. C., Wisconsin Hanson, H. C., linois 
Askeland, H., Minnesota Drotning, Anna, Minnesota Haugan, Randolph, Minnesota 
Bagge, Einar, Illinois Eggan, B. R., Minnesota Hauge, I. J., Minnesota 
Bekken, Olava, Minnesota Eggvin, Bjarne, Michigan Hauge, Lester O., Minnesota 
Bakken, Oscar, Minnesota Eide, T. A., Minnesota Hauge, Morris J., Illinois 
Balerud, B. A., North Dakota Eittreim, K. O., Iowa Haugen, Einar, Wisconsin 
Barton, Albert O., Wisconsin ** Ekern, Herman L., Illinois Haugen, J. E., Minnesota 


* Bassoe, Peter, Illinois 
Batzer, J. O., Illinois 
Bauer, Carl, Illinois 
Benson, Wm. C., Minnesota 
Benum, M., North Dakota 
Berdahl, Andrew J., South Dakota 
Berdahl, Clarence A., Illinois 
Berdahl, John G., South Dakota 
Berg, Carl F., Illinois 
Berg, Sigurd O., Wisconsin 
Berge, B. O., Illinois 
* Berge, Peter, New York 
Bergendahl, Carl A., Illinois 
Bergeson, B. J., lowa 
Bergh, H. O., Washington 
Bergo, Ingerid, Illinois 
Bernts, Mrs. Olaf, Illinois 
Biorn, C. H., Minnesota 
Biornstad, G., Minnesota 
Bjelde, P. A., Madagascar 
Bjork, Kenneth, Minnesota 
Bjorlee, Ignatius, Maryland 
Bjornson, Andrew B., Minnesota 
Blegen, Helmer, South Dakota 
Blegen, H. M.,. Minnesota 
Blegen, Julius P., Minnesota 
Blegen, P. J., South Dakota 
Blegen, Theo. C., Minnesota 
Bly, J. M., Minnesota 
Bockman, Marcus O., Minnesota 
Bogen, Sam, Minnesota 
Boe, L. W., Minnesota 
Bogen, Arne G., Minnesota 
Bovin, John H., Minnesota 
Brady, Mrs. Chas. E., Wisconsin 
Brandt, O. E., Minnesota 
Brandt, Mrs. R. O., Wisconsin 
Brathole, Louis, Minnesota 
Brown, J. N., Minnesota 
Bruce, G. M., Minnesota 


*k 


* 


Elviken, Andreas, Pennsylvania 
Enestvedt, O. O., Minnesota 
Engebretson, W. H., Minnesota 
Engelstad, Conrad N., Illinois 
Engen, H. A.. Iowa 
Enger, L., Illinois 
Evanson, Mrs. Aslaug, Illinois 
Evenson. Oscar, Minnesota 
Falnes, Oscar J., New York 
Farseth, Elisa Pauline, Minnesota 
Farseth, Harold, Minnesota 
Fauchald, Melvin, North Dakota 
Felland. O. G.. New York 
Field, Oliver P., Minnesota 
Finseth, K. Olaus, Minnesota 
Finstad, John S., Washington 
Fieldsaa, Mrs. Ruth L., New York 
Fierlie, Andrew. Washington 
Flaten,» Nils, Minnesota 
Flom, George T.. Illinois 
Folkedahl. Beulah M., Wisconsin 
Foss, A. M., North Dakota 

Fossum. Peter. Minnesota 

*Friele, H. B., Washington 
Frohlin, John, New Jersey 
Fugelson, Peter, North Dakota 
Gade, F. Herman, France 

* Garnaas, L. B.. North Dakota 

* Giere, E. O., Minnesota 
Giellestad, Iver M., North Dakota 
Gierde, Rasmus J., Minnesota: 
Gierset, Maurice J., Illinois 

* Gjerset, Oluf, Minnesota 
Glasoe, F. O., Minnesota 
Glasoe, P. M., Minnesota ' 
Glenn, H. J., South Dakota 
Glesne, O., Iowa 
Gordhamer, Harry A., Minnesota 
Grastvedt, C. M., Minnesota 


Gravdahl, Sister Mathilde, New York 


Haugen, Mrs. Kristine, Iowa 
Haugland, E. J., Minnesota 
Hauke, E, B., Minnesota 
Hawkins, J. K.. Minnesota 
Hegdahl, O., Minnesota 
Hegland, James T., Minnesota 
Hegland, Martin, Minnesota 
Heimark, J. J., Minnesota 


* Heitmann, John, Minnesota’ 
** Hektoen, Ludvig, Illinois 


Helgen, C. B., Minnesota 

Helland, Andreas, Minnesota 

Hellie, Oluf, Minnesota 

Helmey, Mrs. Thomas P., Minnesota 
Henderson, Mrs. E. A.. Wisconsin 
Hendrickson, H. N., Minnesota 


** Henriksen, Gustav, Norway 


* Hertsgaard, O. I., Minnesota 
Herum, Oscar, North Dakota 
Hetle, Erik, Minnesota 
Hielm, Olaf A., New York 


* Hilleboe, Gertrude, Minnesota 


Hjelmeseth, Eilert, Illinois 
Hiermstad. Chr. A. H., Wisconsin 
Hjortaas, H. Chr. G., Minnesota 


** Hobe, E. H., Minnesota 


Hodnefield, Jacob, Minnesota 
Hoen, C. A., Wisconsin 
Hoff, T. A., Iowa 
Hofgaard, John, Illinois 
Hogenson, Miss Selma, South Dakota 
Hoidale, Einar, Minnesota 
Hoigaard, C. J.. Minnesota 
Hoiness, A. J., Iowa 

Hoitamt, R. M., Minnesota 
Holand, Hjalmar Rued, Wisconsin 


* Holland, P. O., Minnesota 
** Holmboe, J. A., Oklahoma 


Holstad, S. H.,; Minnesota 
Holte, Halvor, Minnesota 
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Homnes, Mrs. Frida Bue, North 
Dakota 
* Horjum-Kirkvold, Mrs. Olava, 
Minnesota 
Horneland, C. M., Wisconsin 
Hougen, Albert L., Wisconsin 
Houkom, Alf., Minnesota 
Houkom, John A., Washington 
Hovde, Brynjolf, Pennsylvania 
* Husted, K. Wallace, Minnesota | 
Hustvedt, S. B., California 
Hvambsal, C. C., North Dakota 
Ingebretsen, Charles, Minnesota 
Ingvoldstad, Orlando, Illinois 
* Ingvoldstad, W. B., Iowa 
Iversen, Iver, New York 
Iverson, Miss Vivian L., Minnesota 
Jaastad, Henry O., Arizona 
Jacobsen, Miss Anna, Ohio 
Jacobsen, Emil, Wisconsin 
Jacobson, Miss Charlotte, Minnesota 
Jacobson, Miss Clara, South Dakota 
Jacobson, Carl G., Iowa 
Jacobson, J. N., Minnesota 
Jacobson, Karl T., Iowa 
Jacobson, Otto A., Minnesota 
Jacobson, O. P. B., Minnesota 
Jahren, H. C. M., Wisconsin 
Jarstad, Anton, Wisconsin 
Jensen, Alfred, New York 
Joergenson, G. B., Washington 
Johnson, Adrian G., Minnesota 
* Johnson, Herbert P., Illinois 
Johnson, J. Harold, North Dakota 
Johnson, Joseph F., Illinois 
** Johnson, Joseph M., Illinois 
Johnson, Marius, Minnesota 
Johnson, Peter, North Dakota 
Johnson, Russell, Illinois 
Johnson, Simon, Iowa 
* Johnson, W. O., Illinois 
Jones, Carl W., Minnesota 
* Jordahl, D. C., lowa 
Jorgenson, Theodore, Minnesota 
Kildahl, J. L., South Dakota 
Kindem, A. A., Minnesota 
Kindley, Ole, Minnesota 
Kjeseth, M. A., Wisconsin 
Klagstad, Aug.. Minnesota 
Klaragard, S., Minnesota 
Knaplund, Paul, Wisconsin 
** Knudsen, Sir Karl, England 
Knutsen, Jacob M., Iowa 
Knutsen, W. M., Illinois 
Kolflat, Alf, Illinois 
Koren, Mrs. A. H., Minnesota 
Kraabel, Alf M.. Oregon 
** Krabol, O. O.. Illinois 
Lanne, Thor, Minnesota 
Larsen, Anton B., Connecticut 
* Larsen, Chas.. New York 
Larsen, Miss Hanna A., New York 
Larsen, Henning, Iowa 
Larsen, J. A. O., Illinois 
Larsen, Miss Karen, Minnesota 
Larsen, Louis O.. New York 
Larson, A. C., Wisconsin 
Larson, Miss Agnes, Minnesota 
Larson, George. Illinois 
Larson, Miss Henrietta M., 
Massachusetts 
* Larson, Laurence M., Illinois: 
Larson, Lawrence O., Wisconsin 
| Larson, Richard. Minnesota 
Larson, Swend, Minnesota 
Lee, A. O. Minnesota 
Lee, Dave, Minnesota 


Lee, H., Massachusetts 
Lee, G. T., Minnesota 
Lee, John J., Minnesota 
Lee, Ludvig, North Dakota 
Lee, Olav, Minnesota 
Lerdahl, N. C., Wisconsin, 
Lewis, Marcus, North Dakota 
Lillehammer, Austin, Wisconsin 
Linnevold, Wm., Iowa 
Loftfield, Gabriel, Norway 
Loftsgaarden, Beldin, Minnesota 
Lund, G. H., Minnesota 
* Lund, Gunnar, Washington 
Lund, J. E., Washington 
Lund, Oliver, New York 
Lund, Theo. J., North Dakota 
Lundeen, Ernest, Washington, D. C. 
Lundquist, ‘C. O., Minnesota 
Lundy, Gabriel, South Dakota 
Lysnes, Olaf, Wisconsin 
Lystad, Arthur M., Minnesota 
Madsen, T. B., Minnesota 
Madson, Miss Jennie E., [linois 
Malmin, Gunnar, Washington 
Malmin, R., Minnesota 
Manegni, R., Minnesota 
Markhus, Einar, Minnesota 
Martens, Rudolph M., Massachusetts 
Martin, Gus G., California 
Mason, John M., Minnesota 
Mathiesen, M., South Dakota 
Mattson, Johann, Washington 
Meland, R. J., Minnesota 
Melby, J. O., Minnesota 
Mellby, C. A., Minnesota 
Michelson, Albert G., Wisconsin 
Midelfart. Chr., Wisconsin 
Moe, A. L., Illinois 
Moe, Odin, Minnesota 
Mohn, F. V., California 
Mohn, R. A., Minnesota 
Moore, Mrs. Olga, South Dakota 
* Morgenstierne, Wilhelm, Washington, 
DG 
Mortrud, H. G., California’ 
Mortvedt, A. O., Illinois 
Munson, Edward J., Illinois 
Muus, Einar, North Dakota 
Myhr, A. G., New York: 
Myran, Olaf H., Iowa 
Myrwang. J. H.. South Dakota 
Naeseth, Miss Henriette C.. Minnesota 
elson, Mrs. Anne P., Oklahoma 
elson, David T., lowa 
Velson, N. H.. lowa 
elson, Oley, Iowa 
Jelson, Oscar T., Minnesota 
Jelson, Samuel A., Minnesota 
Yeprud. Mrs. Carl N.. Wisconsin 
erland, Andrew, Alaska 
ervig. Casper B.. Minnesota 
ess, Nels J. L.. Illinois 
estos, R. A.. North Dakota 
etland, A. O., Minnesota 
ettland, Ralph L.. Illinois 
ewburger, Gabriel F., Florida 
ielsen, A. H., Wisconsin 
ilsen, Miss Evelyn, South Dakota 
ilsen, Miss Harriet, Illinois 
ilsen, Jacob, Illinois 
Nomedal, Mrs. Gudrun, Illinois 
Nordlie. Herman, Minnesota 
Norlie, O. M., Iowa 
Norlin, Ludvig L, South Dakota 
Norswing, Knute B., California 
Odden, A. C., Wisconsin 
Odland, Martin W., Minnesota 
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Oftedal, Mrs. E. L., Minnesota 
Oien, F. C., Illinois 
Oksendahl, Andrew H., North Dakota 

** Oleson, O. M., Iowa 
Olsen, Miss, Laura M., Wisconsin 
Olsen, Nils A., New York 
Olsen, O., New Jersey 
Olson, Chester, North Dakota 
Olson, E. C., Minnesota 
Olson, Henry, Iowa 
Olson, Julius E., Wisconsin 
Olson, Oscar L., Lowa 
Olson, Milford, Illinois 
Oppen, Gilbert, Minnesota 
Oppen, Richard, North Dakota 
Orbeck, Anders, New York 

** Osland, Birger, [linois 
Osland, O. M., New York 
Otterness, O. J., South Dakota 
Otterstad, N. L., Minnesota 
Owen, Mrs. M. H., Michigan 

* Oxholm, Axel H., Washington 
Oyan, E. J., South Dakota 

** Paasche, J. A., Illinois 
Paulsen, Miss Paula L., Illinois 
Pederson, J. U., Minnesota 
Petersen, Rudolph W., Wisconsin 
Peterson, Albert, Illinois 
Peterson, John, Minnesota 
Petterson, Mrs. Fina, Illinois 

* Pihlfeldt, Thos. G., Illinois 
Prestegaard, G., Nebraska 
Prestegard, Luther, Minnesota 
Prestgard, Kristian, Iowa 
Prestholt, Oliver, Minnesota 
Preus, Herman A., Minnesota 

* Preus, J. A. O., Illinois 
Preus, J. C. K., Minnesota 
Preus, O. J. H., Iowa 
Brita S.A Northeakota 
Qualey, Carlton, New York 
Qualley, R. N., Wisconsin 
Quamme, E. G., Minnesota 
Rask, Sam A., Minnesota 
Rasmussen, Elias, Minnesota 
Rasmussen, Ingeborg, Illinois 
Rasmussen, Rasmus H., Illinois 
Reishus, G. S., North Dakota 
Remmen, Mrs. Inga, Illinois 

* Reque, J. L., Illinois 
Reque, S. T., Minnesota 

** Reque, P., New York 
Reymert, Martin, Illinois 
Ringdahl, Olive, Minnesota 
Ringstad, Mrs. E. O., Minnesota 

* Ristad, D. G., Wisconsin 
Ristad, G. Rolf, Wisconsin 
Ristad, R. N., Illinois 
Roan, C. M., Minnesota 
Roberg, Andrew A., Minnesota 

* Roe, Herman, Minnesota 
Roed, E., Masachusetts 
Rognlie, W. P.,, North Dakota 
Rognley, Hans, Minnesota 
Rohne, J. Magnus, Minnesota 
Rolvaag, Mrs. O. E., Minnesota 
Romstad, Mrs. Sophia, Minnesota 
Ronning, C. E., Illinois 
Ronning, Magnus I., Illinois 
Rorem, Allen T., Minnesota 
Roswell, Herbert S., Wisconsin 

** Rotvold, H. O., lowa 

* Rowberg, A. A., Minnesota 

** Ruud, Bernhard, Illinois 
Ruud, Martin, B., Minnesota 

* Rustegard, John, Florida 

* Rydjord, Olaf, Washington 
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* Rygg, A. N., New York 

* Sand, Olaf, North Dakota 
Sandro, Gustave, North Dakota 

tk Schaefer, Frederic, Pennsylvania 

#k Schiott, Johannes, Connecticut 
Schiotz, Fredrik A., Minnesota 
Scott, Gunder, Wisconsin 
Seierstad, L. P., Norway 
Selness, M. Albert, Minnesota 
Selnes, IT. E., Minnesota 
Shelbred, Miss Elizabeth, Illinois 


Shipstead, Henrik, Washington, D. C. 


Shirley, E. A., North Dakota 
' Simundsen, S. O., Minnesota 
Sinkler, E. R., North Dakota 
Skavlan, Gunnar, New York 
Slorby, Albert, North Dakota 
Smedsrud, C. N., Iowa 


** Cappelan-Smith, E. A., New York 


Sodahl, I. N., Minnesota 
Soelberg, A. P., Iowa 

* Soiland, Albert, California 
Soiland, Earl, Montana 
Solberg, Marshall, Illinois 
Solum, Arthur, Minnesota 
Solum, Chris, Wisconsin 
Solum, H. E., South Dakota 
Solum, Nora, Minnesota 
Sonnesyn, E. C., Minnesota 

* Sonsteby, Mrs. Alice R., Illinois 

* Sonsteby, John J., Illinois 
Sorenson, A. R., North Dakota 

* Sorlie, Ruth, South Dakota 
Sperati, Carlo A., lowa 

** Stabo, T., lowa 
Stefferud, Jacob, Minnesota 
Steneide, N., Minnesota 
Stenseth, Andreas, Minnesota 
Stensland, Harry H., Wisconsin 
Stolee, M. J., Minnesota, 
Storvick, Edward, Minnesota 
Storvick,; O. A., Minnesota 
Strand, Miss Ann, South Dakota 
Strand, Martin A., Wisconsin 
Styri, Haakon, Pennsylvania 
Sunde, John L., Illinois 
Sundheim, A. M., Minnesota 


Sundlie, John B., Massachusetts 
Svendsen, Gustave, Minnesota 
Swanes, J.. Washington 
Swansen, H. F., Nebraska 
Swenson, Harry S., Minnesota 
Tanner, Jacob, Minnesota 
Teisberg, C. O., Minnesota 
Thompson, Emma, New York 
Thompson, Miss Gena, Wisconsin 
Thompson, J. C., Minnesota, 
Thompson, J. Jorgen, Minnesota 
Thompson, T. S., Wisconsin 
Thoner, Peder C., Massachusetts 
Thorpe, C. S., Minnesota 
Thorson, Andrew, North Dakota 
Thye, Miss Lilly, Illinois 
Thykesen, Miss Anna, Minnesota 
Tingdale, A. C., Minnesota 
Tinglestad, O. A., Washington 
Tjernagel, N., lowa 

Tjomsland, Miss Anna, New York 
Tollevs, A. T., South Dakota 
Tolo, Arthur J., lowa 

Tolo, T. O., Iowa 

Tonning, P. C., Minnesota 
Torkelson, M., Wisconsin 


** Torrison, Mrs. Thos. E., Wisconsin 


Torvik, Gunerius, Madagascar 
Tosdal, H. M., North Dakota 
Trooien, Carl N., Minnesota 
Trovatten, R. A., Minnesota 
Tunem,. Alfred, Washington 
Tunold, B. B., Minnesota 

* Tveter, Martin, Illinois 

* Tweed, George P., Minnesota 
Udstad, Sigvald, Missouri 
Ulsaker, I. H., North Dakota 
Ulvilden, R., North Dakota 
Unstad, Lyder, Michigan 
Vennesland, G. O., Illinois 
Vik, Miss Taaraand, Wisconsin 
Vinje, Osmund, Illinois 
Vinje, Syver, North Dakota 
Wahl, Miss Ruth, South Dakota 
Wasmuth, Bjarne K., Minnesota 
Wedum, J. W., Montana 
Welde, Edwin O., Minnesota 


Westergaard, B., New York 
Westergaard, Waldemar, California 
Wethall, A. G., Minnesota 
Weswig, C. M., Minnesota! 
Wick, B. E., Washington 
Wigeland, Andrew E., Illinois 
Wigeland, G. Norman, Illinois 

* Williamson, A. E., Illinois 
Wirstad, Christian W., South Dakota 
Wold, Theo., Minnesota 
Yivisaker, N. M., Minnesota 
Ylvisaker, S. J. M., Washington 
Ytrehus, Oscar B., Illinois a 


INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 


** Anundsen Publishing Company, Iowa 
* Augsburg Seminary Library, Minnesota 
Augustana College Library, South 
Dakota 
** Byedelagenes Fellesraad, Minnesota 
Den norske Leseforening, Illinois 
* Henry E. Huntington Library and Art 
Gallery, California 
* Luther Seminary Library, Minnesota 
4k Luther College Library, lowa 
Mjolner Lodge No. 34, Sons of 
Norway, Washington 
Nordlyset Y. P. S., Wisconsin 
Norse Club, Augustana College, South 


Dakota 
* Nordvestre Gudbransdalslag, North 
Dakota 
Library, Pacific Lutheran College, 
Washington 


* St. Olaf College Library, Minnesota 
** Supreme Lodge, Sons of Norway, 
Minnesota 
Tonsberg Folke-bibliotek, Norway 
** Women’s Missionary Federation of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church of 
America, Minnesota 


MEMORIAL MEMBERSHIPS 


** Ray, Olaf, in honor of Marcus Thrane 
** Tronderlaget, in honor of Ole Rynning 
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The Norwegian-American Historical Association 
earnestly invites the fullest cooperation on the part of 
its members in the work of gathering and preserving 
records that relate to the Norwegians in America. 

It is impossible to make out a complete list of ma- 
terial that is wanted but we suggest the following list 
which may serve as a guide to our members in this 
work. The suggestions are: 


1. DIARIES: of Norwegian pioneers ; 

2. CORRESPONDENCE: letters to and from rel- 
atives and friends in Norway or in other commun- 
ities in America; 

3: REMINISCENCES: of - pioneers, 
themselves or secured by interview ; 

4. NEWSPAPERS: published anywhere in any 
Scandinavian language—particularly Norwegian- 
American newspapers ; 

5. PERIODICALS: Norwegian or English, relating 
to the Norwegians in America or elsewhere ; 

6, CHURCH. PUBEICA FIONS: 
ings, periodicals, pamphlets, etc. ; 

7. CONGREGATIONAL RECORDS: proceedings, 
birth, baptismal, communion, marriage, and death 
registers, ministerial reports, congregational pub- 
lications such as newspapers and pamphlets ; 

8. BUSINESS RECORDS: of farmers, merchants, 
manufacturers, publishers, tradesmen, professional 
men, etc. ; 

Oo” AUGOBIOGRAPHIES, BLOG RAA PELE S, 
FAMILY HISTORIES: either published or un- 
published ; 

10. BYGDELAG PUBLICATIONS: and the publi- 
cations of other 
and organizations ; 


written by 


annual proceed- 


ll. PICTURES: of pioneers or of pioneer scenes; 
IZ DOOKS, PAN PAEE LS A Rell Gis or-any: 


material, printed or manuscript, dealing with or 
bearing any relationship to Norwegians or to 
events and conditions affecting Norwegians in 
America. 


Kindly send all archival material to the Secretary, 
J. Jorgen Thompson, Northfield, Minnesota. 


LAURENCE M. LARSON 


On March 9 Death struck from the Association’s 
roll of members and editors one of the truly great Nor- 
wegian-American scholars. 


Word was received on the 


Norwegian-American societies - 
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FROM THE .SECRETARY’S OFFICE TO 


THE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 


P, M, GLASOE, Co-EDITOR 


following day that Professor Laurence M. Larson, 
fast nearing his seventieth birthday, had died of a 
lingering illness at his home in Urbana, Illinois. 

z o review the life and work of the late Professor 
Larson would be to write a significant chapter in the 
story of Norwegian migration and contribution to 
America. Some day this task must be undertaken by 
a competent student. Suffice it here to remark that 
Larson was born in Bergen, Norway, in the year 1868. 
When only two years old he was brought by his par- 
ents to the still youthful Northwest, where he was 
reared and where he received his education. With a 
keen eye and a brilliant mind, he observed at close 
range the gradual assimilation of the immigrant and 
the change in western life. Trained in the art of his- 
torical writing, he made lasting contributions to our 
knowledge of the changing west. 

In the year 1907 Larson accepted a position as in- 
structor in history at the University of Llinois, where 
he remained until his death. During his last years he 
was chairman of his department. Recognition of his 
scholarly accomplishments were many, but chief of 
these was the vice presidency of the American Histori- 
cal Association. Illness and death alone prevented him 
from serving as president of the same organization. 
His writings cover a wide field, but the student of his- 
tory will recall at once his Canute the Great, The King’s 
Household in England before the Norman Conquest, 
and A History of England. His translated and edited 
works include The King’s Mirror and The Earliest 
Norwegian Laws. By members of the Association, 
however, Larson will be remembered for the eight su- 
perb essays comprising the volume The Changing West. 
Some will also recall that he edited volume IV of 
Studies and Records in 1929 during the absence of Dr. 
Theodore C. Blegen. 

To editors and officers Larson’s death signifies the 
loss of one whose position may never be filled. During 
the years 1927-1938, while serving on the editorial 
Board, Larson gave generously and enthusiastically of 
a literary skill and a maturity of judgment that con- 
tributed greatly to the excellence of the publications and 
the general vigor of the Association. —kK.B. 


MARCUS L. HANSEN 


Two months—almost to the day—after the passing 
of Dr. Laurence M. Larson the Association suffered 
the loss of a second member of the editorial Board in 
the death of Dr. Marcus L. Hansen. 

Dr. Hansen was taken sick during the winter and 
had gone to California, where he was recuperating 
when death came. The remains were sent to Urbana, 
Illinois, where funeral services were held. Burial was 
at Newell, lowa. 


or 
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As a member of the History Staff in the University 
of Illinois, Professor Hansen was doing special work 
in the field of history of immigration. He was rapidly 
gaining national recognition among his colleagues in 
history for his outstanding work in this field.” 

The loss to the Association will not only be felt be- 
cause of his valuable work as a member of the editorial 
Board, but also because of his wise counsel in solving 
the general problems of the association. Dr. Hansen 
was an invaluable member of the centennial committee 
in charge of the celebration of the 100th anniversary 
of the first permanent. Norwegian settlement in the 
United States at Norway and Ottawa, Illinois, in June, 
1934. 


NEW FINANCIAL SECRETARY 


Professor E. Hetle, who has been Financial Secre- 
tary of our Association since 1933, found it necessary 
to resign from that position on January 1. The Execu- 
tive Board has appointed Professor David T. Nelson, 
Decorah, Iowa, to fill the vacancy, and Professor Nel- 
son has accepted. 

Professor Nelson will have charge of the member- 
ship dues; while applications for new memberships 
should, as previously, be sent to the Secretary at 
Northfield, Minnesota. 


MANAGING EDITOR HONORED 


Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, the managing editor of our 
Association, was honored by the Royal Frederick’s 
University, Oslo, Norway, on March 10 when the doc- 
tor’s degree, Honoris Causa, was conferred upon him. 


- GIFTS ASSURE RESEARCH PROJECT 


Announcement was made in the last News Letter of 
a. gift consisting of $1,000: by Mr. Fredric Schaefer. 
Since then Mr. O. M. Oleson has donated $1,000 and 
Mr. Arthur Andersen, $3,000. These gifts have been | 
set aside by the Executive Board .to ne used in the 
field of research as soon as a recognized historian is 
available to employ his whole time on the project. 


ENDOWMENT GROWS 


The Treasurer’s Report shows that during the year 
1937 the sum of $1,325.69 was added to the Rolvaag 
Memorial Endowment Fund. 

According to our Constitution the life membership 
fees are made.a part of a permanent fund. Could we 
not secure enough life members this year.to increase 
our Endowment Fund by $2,000? 


NEW VOLUME COMING 


Contract forms the: printing, ofS FWD Se AN 
RECORD, Volume X, has just been let. - This means 
that our next volume should be ready for distribution 
about the middle of September. 

If we are to meet the expenses of this publication 
it will be necessary for the members to send in their 
dues as early as possible. 


TRIENNIAL MEETING 


The next triennial meeting will be held in Minne- 
apolis January 3, 1939. Details regarding the meeting 
will be announced later, but the members are asked to 
note this date in order that we may have a large rep- 


B. J. Blikstad, Dalton, Minnesota 


Miss Amanda C. Burtness, Chicago, 
Illinois 

L. Carsten-Hatlen, San Francisco, 
California 

Martin Cornelius, Gary, Indiana 

Omer B. Dahm, Webster Groves, 
Missouri 

Ingolf Erdal, Chicago, Illinois 

Alfred O. Erickson, Chicago, Illinois 

Christ L. Erickson, Fairmont, Minnesota 

C. N. Evanson, Decorah, Iowa 

Cornelius Faltinson, Marengo, Iowa 

Thomas E, Feten, Chicago, Illinois 


Chas. S. Finkelson, Northfield, 
Minnesota 


Oliver G. Fjeldstad, Chicago, Pests 


Edward Funnemark,. Northfield, 
Minnesota 


Geo. A. R. Gullixson, Chicago, Illinois 
Jno. W. Hanshus, Chicago, Illinois 
E, E. Hanson, Chicago, Illinois: 


NEW MEMBERS 
Since January 1, 1938 


J. H. Hille, Chicago, Illinois 


Christ F. Holden, Fairmont, MAnnesor, 


Martin L. Holter, Canton, South 
Dakota 


Willard Hummeland, Chicago, Illinois 
Miss Theodora Idtse, Chicago, Illinois 
Leif Irgens, Winnetka, Illinois 


- Charles J. Iverson, Chicago, Illinois 


J. Grefstad Jorgenson, Chicago, Illinois 
J. W. Knudson, Chicago, Illinois 

John A. Lindrup, Chicago, Illinois 

P. Ljostveit, Chicago, Illinois 


Mrs. Jeannette M. Lord, Hanover, N. H. 


Paul Lunder, Canton, South Dakota 
Henry H. Melhoos, Chicago, Illinois . 
Sverre Mohr, Los Angeles, California 
Lewis Moe, Chicago, Illinois 

John A. Moldstad, Chicago, Illinois 
Martin Nelson, Northfield, Minnesota _ 
Tom Nerland, Fairbanks, Alaska 
Martin Norstad, Chicago, Illinois 


resentative meeting. 


Norway Club, Los Angeles, CAnGiEY 
(Five associate memberships) 


Norwegian Legation, Washington, D. C. 
Charles E. Odegaard, Urbana, Illinois 
Oliver B. Opsahl, Chicago, Illinois 


Peer Gynt Lodge No. 22, Sons of Nor- 


way, Huntington Park, California 


Roald Amundson Lodge No. 48, Sons of 
Norway, Sacramento, California 


Mrs. Ella Siljan, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
Joseph Simonson, Chicago, Illinois 

S. L. Thompson, Chicago, Illinois 
Lionel G. Thorsness, Chicago, Illinois 
if, 18, Ulvestad, Chicago, Illinois 
Oliver M. Ulvestad, Chicago, Illinois 


NEW SUSTAINING MEMBERS 


Einar: Beyer, Seattle, Washington 


Concordia College Library, Moorhead, 
Minnesota 


Gunnar Hagen, Erskine, Minnesota 
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TRIENNIAL MEETING 


The fifth regular triennial meeting of the Norwegian- 
American Historical Association will be held in Hotel 
Leamington, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 3, 1939. The business session begins at two o’clock 
in the afternoon. At six thirty there will be a dinner 
session with program following. ‘This will be an open 
session and the members of the Association are asked 
to invite guests. Reservations should be made with 
Mr. ©. I. Hertsgaard, 500 Northwestern National 
Bank Building, Minneapolis, Minnesota. The price 
per plate will be $1.00. 


RECOMMENDED CHANGES IN THE BY-LAWS 


At the last meeting of the Executive Board the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Arthur Andersen, was asked to appoint a 
committee to study the need of possible amendments 
to the certificate of incorporation and the by-laws of 
the Association. The following men were appointed as 
MemMpeks OlmeneRCOmmlitce: a Dtomla Wen Docu Bincer 
Osland, Theodore C. Blegen, and Kenneth Bjork. 

The committee submits the following report to be 
considered at the triennial meeting in January. They 
agreed unanimously that no changes should be made in 
the certificate of incorporation. They recognized, how- 
ever, the necessity of several amendments in the by- 
laws. ‘The following changes were agreed upon: 


BY-LAWS 


1. ArticLe II]. The last sentence should read, “Life 
membership fees and memorial membership fees shall 
be set aside as a permanent fund.” 

2. ARTICLE VI. Section 4. It was agreed that the 
words “and shall be custodian of and responsible for 
the archives of the Association” should be struck out. 

3. Article VI. Section 6. After the words “placed 
in such first mortgages or first mortgage bonds as may 
be approved by the various states as legal investment 
for trust funds” should be added “Except such first 
mortgages or first mortgage bonds as may be approved 
by the executive board for investment of the funds of 
the Association.” 

4. ArticLte VIII. Add to the last sentence “and 
shall report to the president of the Association once a 
year at the request of the president, giving an account 
of the work in their respective territories and making 
recommendations for the promotion of the general wel- 
fare of the Association.” 

D PARTICUD sop Strikeout, 

6. ARTICLE X. The last sentence should read : “Such 
amendments may be proposed by not less than twenty 
members of the Association, whose names shall appear 
in a petition presented to the executive board, or by 
the executive board itself.” 


DECEMBER, 1938 


FROM: THE SECRETARY S. OFFICE TO 


THE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 


P, M, GLASOE, Co-EDITOR 


7. The following article, possible as Article IX, 
should be inserted: 


“The archives of the Association shall be under the 
immediate care of a curator, whose task it shall be to 
classify and catalog the documents in the archives. At 
the close of the triennial meeting of the members and 
at the place of such meeting, the executive board shall 
appoint, for a term of three years, a board of archives, 
which is to consist of three or more members of the 
Association. It shall be the duty of this board, in co- 
operation with the curator of the archives, to build up 
and promote the efficiency of the archives and histori- 


cal collection of the Association.” 


The articles of incorporation and by-laws will be 
found in STUDIES and RECORDS, Volume I. 


DETER RG. RisiAD 


The first president of the Norwegian-American His- 
torical Association, the Rev. Ditlef G. Ristad, died at 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin, on Tuesday, Sept. 29, 1938, 
at the age of 75. In the death of Dr. Ristad cultural 
interests of importance to all Norwegian-Americans 
have suffered a great loss. For severa! years he had been 
compelled to retire more and more from positions of 
leadership, but whether occupying a chairmanship or 
not, Dr. Ristad was the conscious influence upon which 
others relied in and out of counsels. 


His interests were numerous and extensive, his tal- 
ents liberal and exceptionally well husbanded. The 
weight of his influence was always to be found on the 
side of united action, and the impulse of his kindly 
personality was a gratifying contribution in any field 
where cultural matters were at stake. Dr. Ristad was 
impelled by a heart that beat tenderly for his mother 
country. This is nowhere better attested than in the 
poem, “We greet thee, Norway,” which has been called 
the most beautiful greeting ever sent to Norway from 
this side. 


Dr. Ristad belonged to a class of men from Norway 
sometimes called “seminarists.” They were trained for 
common school teaching, and while their course of 
preparation was very brief, a large number of them 
came to America and became a source of spiritual 
leadership among our people. Many of them con- 
tinued as parochial school teachers for twenty-five to 
fifty years, doing a foundation work upon which we 
are still building. They are too often unheralded and 
unsung but their works surely do follow them. The 
other seminarists were ordained to the ministry and 
became a bulwark of strength in furthering a sound 
catechetical instruction as a basis for an intelligent 
Christian development. Dr. Ristad was an outstand- 


ing example of this group. 
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Dr. Ristad’s pedagogical training and experience led 
to his being chosen head, successively, of three of our 
schools; in each case he left the impress of great 
earnestness and vision. Confronted with a period of 
what might be considered tragic changes in the field of 
his greatest interests, Dr. Ristad never turned cynic nor 
pessimist. He was philosopher enough to see the trends 
and while, like Landstad, he plunged into the breach to 
save what could be salvaged from the inevitable change 
that must sweep over our homes and institutions as his- 
tory marches on, he never lost sight of the real issues 
at stake. The soul life of our people was his first con- 
cern. The expression of that, whether it be in the 
realm of literature, in music, in preaching the gospel, 
must be kept genuine and true to the high ideals that 
came with us across the sea. As long as we contribute 
a manhood and womanhood of character, diligently 
turning our talents into channels of appreciation of all 
that is fine, ennobling and constructive, our national 
group will be looked up to as an asset of greatest value 
in the constant building of American democracy. 

The very ideals Dr. Ristad brought with him from 
his Christian childhood home, from his teachers’ sem- 
inary, from his native precinct, the famous Nordtron- 
derlag, where stood the early cradle of personal and 
political liberties of our people, those were the vir- 
tues that dominated and directed his entire life and 
made him welcome among all racial groups of our cos- 
mopolitan constituency. Wherever he lived he joined 
-whole-heartedly in human-interest projects. It was 
natural for him to sponsor lecture and concert courses 
for the community. He was so highly respected by 
the bar association of his city that he was made an 
honorary member, and many were the times that the 
judge, before sentencing boys and young men, sent 
them to Dr. Ristad for the “talking to” which usually 
concludes the sad episode of delinquency and crime. 
Dr. Ristad was in truth the apostle of the emigrant. 
Through his efforts the emigrant was taught, not only 
to know himself and to appreciate his background, but 
he became in a very emphatic way the interpreter of the 
spirit of America to his emigrant brothers. On sev- 
eral occasions he was privileged to visit his boyhood 
haunts and brought to Norway that message of appre- 
ciation and thankfulness which, in recent years, has 
done so much to build a bridge of mutual love and un- 
derstanding between Norway and the Norwegian set- 
tlements over here. —P.M.G. 


SecrETARY’s NoteE:—Dr. Ristad served four years as presi- 
dent of our Association and was rounding out his ninth year 
as vice-president when he passed away. From his pen came 
several contributions to Studies and Records. He was an un- 
tiring spokesman for our Association in the Norwegian press 
in this country. 


FROM THE ARCHIVES 

The Association’s archives were enriched in early 
November by the addition of a valuable collection of 
Laurence M. Larson papers. Three large boxes of 
bound volumes, reprints of scholarly articles, maga- 
zines, and newspaper clippings have become a perma- 
nent part of the Association’s rapidly growing histori- 
cal collection. Of greatest interest in the Larson papers 
are the printed works of Norwegian-American scholars. 
Numerous contributions by Larson, Flom, Knaplund, 
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December, 1938 


Blegen, and others are among the collection, which in- 
cludes 225 items. ea Me dd 


Secretary J. Jorgen Thompson leaves December 17 
for Manitowoc, Wis., to consult with Mrs. D. G. 
Ristad over the disposal of her late husband’s papers. 
As one of the pioneers in the Norwegian-American 
Historical Association, Rev. Ristad naturally accumu- 
lated many volumes and items of interest to the ar- 
chives. His correspondence is also a vital source for 
the history of the Association. 

ge ak 

Mr. Alf Houkom, curator, has been at work for 
several months re-cataloguing the materials in the ar- 
chives. The objective, of course, is to make the items 
of the collection more readily accessible to research 
workers. The enormity of the task is indicated by 
the fact that the archives now include over 3,000 
bound volumes and thousands of unpublished docu- 
ments. In this work Mr. Houkom has been assisted 
by Mr. Willis Miller, junior at St. Olaf. 

Bs See 

Many short histories of local churches have been 
sent to the archives. These histories constitute a valu- 
able addition to our collection. Members of the Asso- 
ciation would render a real service by sending in copies 
of any such histories in their communities. The day 
is not far off when someone will undertake to write 
an exhaustive history of the Norwegian church bodies 
in America. The local histories will simplify his task 
enormously. 

Members are urged again to be on the alert for new 
materials pertinent to our collection. These include 
diaries, letters, reminiscences, newspapers, books, ac- 
count books, ledgers, short biographies, newspaper 
clippings—in short, anything and everything that deals 
with Norwegians in America. The archives must 
with Norwegians in America. The archives must grow, 
or the work of the Association will decline. —K. B. 


ICONS UN OSLO) 

Through the Secretary’s office arrangements were 
made for a series of six lectures to be given by Dr. 
Einar Haugen at the University in Oslo, Norway, dur- 
ing the first semester of the current academic year. 

Dr. Haugen is a member of our Editorial Board. 
His position in the educational field is that of Chair- 
man of the Department of Scandinavian Literature in 
the University of Wisconsin. 

_ The title of the whole series delivered by Dr. Haugen 
is: “Folk og Sprog i det norske Amerika.” He gave 
each lecture a title, as follows: 

Det store landnam. 

Bondemal og bygdefolk. 

Fra Bygdemal til verdenssprog. 
Navneskikk i nybygden. 

Skrift og tale. 

Diktende trang. 

The objective of these lectures was to draw the pro- 
file of the immigrant’s social and intellectual life, par- 
ticularly as reflected in his language and literature. 

The Secretary received the following cablegram 
from the committee in charge in Oslo. ‘Professor 
Haugen’s lectures at the University here are unusu- 
ally successful.” 
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WHY | AM INTERESTED IN THE WORK OF THE ASSOCIATION 
(Highlights of Address Given before Fifth Triennial Meeting) 


By ARTHUR ANDERSEN, President 


1. | am of Norwegian blood and my pride of race compels me to recognize the 

fact that our Association is the only agency in this country whereby the true 
facts regarding the history of our people in the U. S. can be brought to light 
and be presented with authoritative voice and scholastic prestige. 


2. | aman American; and as such am interested to see that American history 

is written honestly and that it reflects truly the part played in its settle- 
ment and development by various racial groups, particularly the Norwegian. 
Research work done by our members, both as individuals and for their group, 
has been of great importance in writing American history honestly so far as 
the Norwegian part of it is concerned. 


3. Norwegian culture, tradition and philosophy represent a heritage which all 

of us here (possibly unconsciously) draw upon and live by. |, for one, am 
not willing to see it die out or melt away with the growth of coming generations 
without contributing some effort to preserve it; or at least have a part in mak- 
ing a record of it. Again | find the N.A.H.A. the vehicle for the preservation 
of this heritage. 


4. If we of this generation do not make every effort to obtain and preserve 

records of the part the Norwegians played in the development of our coun- 
try, there will be no authoritative data available for our sons and daughters 
and their sons and daughters. Even now there are very few people living who 
can give us first hand information regarding the pioneer days. In a few years 
it will be too late. We must therefore strike while the iron is hot or our cause 
is lost. 


1 1 th Th A Ht OO hm me em HL eH Hm 
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5. Our organization and the marvelous work that it has,done is to me mani- 
festation of one of our strongest racial traits—the ability to organize and 
work together for mutual interest. It is said of our group that it is the out- 
standing example of organized effort of any racial group in the country to pre- 
serve records of its people. Our pride will not allow us to lose this reputation. 


FIFTH TRIENNIAL MEETING sist of intangibles, several important decisions were arrived 
at that deserve mention here. These include constitutional 

Generating a contagious spirit of optimism and enthusi- changes and the election of officers. 
asm, a large number of members gathered at the Leam- 
ington Hotel, Minneapolis, on Tuesday, January 3, for the 
fifth triennial meeting of the Norwegian-American His- 
torical Association. In retrospect the meeting looms large 


CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 


Accepting the recommendations of a constitutional com- 
mittee appointed by President Arthur Andersen, the mem- | 


as a chapter in the histoty of the Association bers in business session agreed to the following amend- 
ments to the Certificate of Incorporation and the By-Laws 
While the most significant features of the gathering con- of the Association: 
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1. Certificate of Incorporation. 

a) Article VI was changed to permit the election of 
five (instead of three) members to the Executive 
Board in addition to the President, Vice-president, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. 

2. By-Laws. 

a) Article II. Memorial membership fees were added 
to the life membership fees, which are set aside 
as a permanent fund. 


b) Article VI, section 4 was amended to relieve the 
secretary of responsibility for the archives. 


c) Article VI, section 6. The president and treasurer 
were empowered to invest the funds of the Asso- 
Clation. 


d) Article VIII was amended to include the pro- 
vision that the regional vice presidents should an- 
nually report on their activities and make recom- 
mendations for the work of the Association. 


e) Article IX, dealing with regional organizations, 
was struck out. 


f) Article X was changed in order to introduce all 
proposed amendments through the Executive 
Board. 


g) An article was inserted to place the archives of 
the Association under the immediate care of a 
curator, who is to be assisted by a board of 
archives. 


_ These constitutional changes were made primarily with 
an eye toward greater efficiency and conformity to prac- 
tice. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


At the same business session Dr. Arthur Andersen, of 
Chicago, was re-elected President of the Association, Dean 
J. Jorgen Thompson, of St. Olaf College, was re-elected 
Secretary and given the additional function of serving as 
financial secretary; and Dr. Birger Osland, of Chicago, 
was re-elected Treasurer of the organization. Dr. L. W. 
Boe, president of St. Olaf College, was elected Vice- 
president to succeed the late Reverend D. G. Ristad. 

At a special meeting of the Executive Board, all te- 
gional vice-presidents were re-elected. Dr. Theodore C. 
Blegen was re-elected Managing Editor; and Dr. Martin 
Ruud, professor of English at the University of Minne- 
sota, and Dr. Kenneth Bjork, assistant professor of history 
at St. Olaf College, were added to the Board of Editors. 
Dr. Karen Larsen, Dr. Agnes Larson, both of the de- 
partment of history at St. Olaf College, and Mr. Jacob 
Hodnefield, director of the historical records survey in 
Minnesota, were chosen to constitute a board of archives 
to assist the curator in building up the historical collection 
in Northfield. 

REPORTS 


Some very significant observations were made in the 
reports of the officers at the general business session. In 
his introductory remarks President Andersen spoke of the 
need of interesting the younger generation of Norwegian- 
Americans in the work of the Association, and added that 
if the history of the Norwegians in America is to be writ- 
ten accurately, it must be done in the next twenty-five 
years. He also emphasized the need of a broad, democratic 
interest by the membership of the Association. 


Secretary Thompson stressed the growth of interest in 
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the work of the organization as demonstrated by financial 
contributions, gifts to the archives, publicity given by the 
Norwegian press in America, and recognition given by 
leaders in Norway. 

Treasurer Osland gave an account of his financial stew- 
ardship. At the close of 1938, he said, the Association’s 
assets easily totalled $18,800. Notable gifts, totalling 
$4,409.65 in 1938, included $3,309.65 from President 
Andersen, $1,000 from Mr. O. M. Olesen of Fort Dodge, 
Iowa, and $100 from Professor Olaf Halvorsen of Hunt- 
ington, California. The sale of books brought in $512.30, 
and membership fees accounted for $1,002.46. 

Professor David T. Nelson, Financial Secretary in 1938, 
reported that the membership to date was 641, including 
36 life members, 54 sustaining and 551 associate mem- 
bers. 

Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, Managing Editor, informed 
the gathering that four publications were under con- 
sideration for the near future. These include the late 
Professor Laurence M. Larson’s autobiographical work, 
The Log Book of a Young Immigrant, a translation of 
the Diary of Soren Bakke, volume XI of Studies and 
Records, and an index of volumes I-X of Studies and 
Records. 


DINNER GATHERING 


At the conclusion of the business session and the spe- 
cial meeting of the Executive Board, a dinner was served 
in the Leamington for members and guests. Treasurer 
Osland acted as toastmaster. President Andersen explained 
his interest in the work of the Association under five head- 
ings printed elsewhere in this News Letter. 

Dr. Blegen paid tribute to Professor Laurence M. Lar- 
son, Reverend D. G. Ristad, Dr. Knut Gjerset, Dr. Marcus 
Hansen, Professor O. E. Rolvaag, and Mr. Magnus Swen- 
son—deceased leaders in the Association. 

After a speech by Dr. L. W. Boe, the newly-elected 
Vice-president, various members were called upon for re- 
marks. The comments as a whole reflected a remarkable 
enthusiasm and loyalty that promise well for the future of 
the Association. 


FROM THE ARCHIVES 


One of the archives’ strongest collections is Mr. A. A. 
Rowberg’s genealogical files. This collection now numbers 
in the neighborhood of 60,000 newspaper items, of which 
about eighty per cent are obituaries of prominent Nor- 
wegian-Americans. By far the greater number of items are 
from Norwegian newspapers in America, although there 
are also many from the English press in the Northwest. 

Mr. Rowberg, editor of the Northfield Independent, be- 
gan his genealogical work in 1913. Since that time he has 
laboriously accumulated items of invaluable assistance to 
the research student. The shorter clippings are pasted on 
3”x5”" cards which are kept in wooden drawers. The longer 
items are pasted in notebooks but are also listed in the 
card catalog. 

In the spring of 1938 the Executive Board decided to 
investigate the feasibility of adding a genealogical de- 
partment to the Association. A committee of three, com- 
posed of Mr. Rowberg, Professor C. Martin Alsager, of 
Chicago, and Secretary J. Jorgen Thompson, was chosen 
to study the genealogical problem and its relationship to 
historical research. 
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LOG BOOK OF A YOUNG IMMIGRANT 


We have just been informed by Dr. Blegen, Managing 
Editor, that Laurence M. Larson’s posthumous volume, 
The Log Book of a Young Immigrant, is now in the sec- 
ond page proof stage. The volume, about 325 pages in 
length, gives the full story of Professor Larson’s career, 
from farm boy in Iowa up to the time he took up his work 
as historian at the University of Illinois. 


Commenting by telephone about Larson’s book, Dr. 
Blegen said it is characterized by mellow wisdom, physi- 
cal vigor, and liberal outlook. The book is essentially an 
interpretation of cultural transition, and in the best sense 
of the term is a study of the Americanization of an intelli- 
gent immigrant. Dr. Blegen likens it to The Making of 
An American by Jacob Riis. 


The Larson volume has a comprehensive index and a 
chronological list of the author’s other publications. 


IN THE SECRETARY'S MAIL BOX 


From time to time the Secretary’s office receives letters 
of such general interest that they deserve space in the 
News Letter. One such letter is from Mr. G. E. Loftfield. 


“I hereby enclose,’ Mr. Loftfield wrote from Oslo, Nor- 
way, on April 12, 1939, “a draft for twelve dollars... I 
have for a long time been of the opinion that we, the 
associate members, who pay only two dollars a year and 
receive so many valuable publications free, are really get- 
ting more than our money’s worth. It would no doubt 
furnish material help to defray the cost of printing these 
excellent books that we receive from time to time, if we 
would keep the great cause in mind by giving at least 
one occasional ‘thank offering’ of a five or ten dollar bill 
in addition to our annual dues. There is still a gigantic 
work to be done in this great field of treasuring the stream 
of Norwegian-American contribution in the development 
of American institutions and civilization.” 


Spe 


Mr. Louis Adamic, famous author and himself an immi- 
grant of Jugo-Slav origin, is preparing a study of the vari- 
ous national groups in America. He has become interested 
in the Norwegian element in the United States and plans 
to visit Northfield in the near future in search of materials 
for his projected book. 

On March 20 Mr. Adamic wrote: “Thank you so much 
for your co-operation at this preliminary stage of my 
project. The pamphlet [A Review and a Challenge| you 
sent me will be of great help later. I knew of it and your 
work before this. Henry Moe, of the Guggenheim Foun- 


dation, has been bringing you up for a couple of years. 
... | am looking forward to my visit to Northfield.” 


May, 1939 


PROM: THE, SECREFARY S- OFFIGE 10 
THE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 


KENNETH BJORK, Co-editor 


Miss Constance Lindsay Skinner, editor of the Rivers 
of America series of books for Farrar and Rinehart, has 
taken a keen interest in the work of the Association after 
reading A Review and a Challenge, which she termed 
“immensely interesting” and copies of which she wanted 
sent to Historians Henry Steele Commanger and Allan 
Nevins. Members will recall that Professor Walter Havig- 
hurst made use of Association publications in the prepa- 
ration of Upper Mississippi: A Wilderness Saga, one of 
the volumes in the Rivers of America seties. 

Mrs. Ruth McMahon of Wahpeton, North Dakota, 
writes: “...I am going to send you a few old copies of 
‘Rodhuggeren, a Fergus Falls newspaper—from the 90’s 
when I have read a little more of them. They were found 
as insulator in a house wrecked in this vicinity recently.” 


GIFT FROM NORWAY 


The people of Norway are very much interested in the 
Norwegian-American Historical Museum, which is located 
in Decorah, lowa.- When it appeared certain that His 
Royal Highness, Crown Prince Olav, would visit this coun- 
try, the National Association of Museums in Norway took 
up the question of presenting a gift to the Museum in 
Decorah. A very large and valuable collection was sent to 
Decorah in time for His Royal Highness to make the pre- 
sentation when he visited Luther College on May 7 of 
this year. This gift complements a generous gift received 
some years ago thanks to the efforts of Dr. Sandvik of 
Lillehammer. 


FROM THE ARCHIVES 


Thanks to the courtesy of Dr. Karl T. Jacobsen, li- 
brarian at Luther College, some extremely valuable news- 
papers have been added to the Association’s archives in 
Northfield. Wherever duplicates of Norwegian newspa- 
pers preserved at Luther have been found—and they are 
many—the duplicates have been turned over to the Asso- 
ciation. Part of this valuable collection was transferred 
this spring, and the remaining files will be added in the 
near future. 


* * * * 


Harper and Brothers in April published Ole Edvart 
Rélvaag, a Biography, written by Professors Theodore 
Jorgenson and Nora Solum of St. Olaf College. This vol- 
ume of 446 pages gives a full account of Rélvaag’s life 
and interprets his literary work against the background of 
migration. Rodlvaag, it is generally known, was one of the 
Association’s founders and Secretary from 1925 until his 
death in November, 1931. One of his finest contributions 
to the Association's growth was his labor in building up 
the archival collection in Northfield. 
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Back in 1926 Rolvaag warned the Norwegian element 
in America against destroying precious records of the past. 
“If the traditions and narratives,’ he wrote in Decorah- 
Posten for March 16, “disappear and the documents are 


lost—as they now are in part—where will the historian. 


of the future get his information? He will find nothing 
—not even a ‘property settlement.’ And the artists—poets, 
painters, sculptors, the great skald and narrator—where 
will they get their material? Answer now, you who can! 
But if you ate one with us in our aims, come along and 
be with us in our work. We need all of you and can use 
all of you. Remember this: great things cannot take place 
if we do not take hold and work for them.” 


Writing in the same paper for November 11, 1939, 
Rolvaag outlined the program for the archives, which he 
insisted was “nothing less than the collection at one place 
of all that has been written about and by the Norwegian 
people in America. That is nothing less than a Herculean 
task. For it will include copies of all books and pamphlets 
that have been written about us and by us; next, records 
of societies, parishes, Lags, and all institutions; next, old 
letters and documents that can throw light over our peo- 
ple in this country; next, files of newspapers; and, finally, 
photographs both of people and institutions, especially 


from old times. Paea ee 


Archival material that will be particularly welcomed by 
the recently appointed committee on genealogy includes 
family histories, ancestral charts, family trees, biographies, 
and sketches and obituaries. It is suggested that all mem- 
bers of the Association provide the archives with such 
material on their ancestry as they may be in possession 
of, or if they do not have the material in printed or manu- 
script form, that they make it their task to furnish it, or 
interest someone else in the family group in compiling it. 
It is work that will be cherished by posterity. Families 
that are fortunate enough to have printed family histories 
should see to it without fail that copies are placed in the 
Association's archives at Northfield. It may be mentioned 
here that of the 11,000 volumes on genealogy at the Min- 
nesota Historical library in St. Paul, not more than a few 


score deal with Norwegian-American families—a sad com- - 


mentary on our neglect in writing and preserving ances- 
tral records. Our Swedish cousins are now seeking to make 
amends for similar neglect, and last year, at the time of 
the tercentennial of Swedish immigration, the commission 
in charge asked that every contributor to the American 
Swedish Historical Museum in Philadelphia submit a gen- 
ealogical chart of his family to be kept permanently in the 
museum's archives. 
* *K * 


BOARD OF ARCHIVES MEETS 


On Friday, June 2, the Board of Archives responded 
to a call by Dr. Agnes Larson, chairman, and held a lunch- 
eon meeting in the St. Olaf College Cafeteria. The pur- 
pose was to outline plans for more vigorous activity in 
the accumulation and preservation of historical materials. 
Those present were Dr. Agnes Larson, Dr. Karen Larsen, 
and Mr. Jacob Hodnefield, members of the Board; Mr. 
Alf Houkom, St. Olaf College librarian; Professor J. Jorgen 
Thompson, Secretary of the Association; Dr. Kenneth 
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Bjork, member of the Editorial Board; and Dr. Arthur 
Paulson of the St. Olaf faculty. The Board of Archives 
was created at the triennial meeting of the Association in 
January of this year. 


New Members Since January lL, fea 


LIFE 
Homer Halvorson, Watertown, Massachusetts. 


SUSTAINING 


M. R. Simons, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Harry J. Williams, Kenilworth, Illinois. 


ASSOCIATE 


Joh. L. Andresen, Oslo, Norway. 

Nordal O. Anderson, Duluth, Minnesota. 

T. J. Arneson, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Mrs. T. J. Arneson, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Martha C. Blegen, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

A. O. Borke, Chicago, Illinois. : 

Chris Brodahl, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

H. N. Bruun, Chicago, Illinois. 

S. T. Burtness, Chicago, Illinois. 

Petra M. Dahl, Chicago, Illinois. 

Agnes L. Danielson, Chicago, Illinois. 

I. Dorrum, Decorah, Iowa. 

Louise C. Evanson, Chicago, Illinois. 

Edward Evensen, Chicago, Illinois. 

Edvard Fagereng, New York, New York. 

P. O. Flaa, Chicago, Illinois. 

Lillian Glesne, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

C. J. Golee, Evanston, Illinois. 

Victor Hansen, Beverly Hills, California. 

L. Carsten Hatlen, San Francisco, California. 

Avis E. Haugen, Chicago, Illinois. 

E. Biddle Heg, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. 

Sadie M. Hendricksen, Chicago, Illinois. 

Corinne Hogden, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

George L. Jacobson, Chicago, Illinois. 

Harry M. Jacobson, Chicago, Illinois. 

Niels Frithjof Johnsen, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Hildegarde Johnson, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Louis Kleven, Chicago, Illinois. 

A. Knutsen, Hardanger, Norway. 

Herbert Krause, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

J. Norman Lee, Decorah, Iowa. 

Olai Lende, Granite Falls, Minnesota. 

Astrid Lier, New York, New York. 

O. J. Lutness, Enderlin, North Dakota. 

George Martinson, Cleveland Heights, Ohio. 

Hans C. Ness, Sioux City, Iowa 

Charles H. Norby, Ames, Iowa. 

Norman Nordstrand, Moorhead, Minnesota. 

Mrs. Andrew Oefstedal, Chicago, Illinois. 

Didrick J. Orfield, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Elias Rachie, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

S. J. Rasmussen, Minot, North Dakota. 

H. Ronning, Chicago, Illinois. 

N. N. Ronning, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Martha Selvik, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Peter Skurdalsvold, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

R. O. Storvick, Mason City, Iowa. 

Thorwald C. Thorson, Chicago, Illinois. 

Mrs. Tilda Akersmyr Tofteland, Luverne, Minnesota 
~ Mrs. Nora Ulland, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

O. T. Ullsvik, Madison, Wisconsin. 

J. L. Urheim, Chicago, Illinois. " 

Mina Field Villardson, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Knut Warland, Chicago, Illinois. 

Clarence Watland, Albert Lea, Minnesota. 

Erling R. West, Pasadena, California. 

Annie C. Wiersen, Chicago, Illinois. 

O. S. Winther, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Nels B. Wold, Chicago, Illinois. 
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NEW MEMBERS SINCE JUNE 1, 1939 


Georg Unger Vetlesen, New York, New York 


John G. Larson, San Francisco, California 
Christine Menasse, Brooklyn, New York 


A. Abrahamsen, Chicago, Illinois 

Ragnvald Bergeson, Chicago, Illinois 
Ingaline B. Bjotveit, Chicago, Illinois 

Hattie S. Bordewich, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Y. Brynildssen, Chicago, Illinois 

Oscar Cornelius, Little Rock, Arkansas 
Jacob Dahl, Chicago, Illinois 
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE 0 ThE MEMBERS” OR WHE NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN 


mISTORICAL ASSOCIATION EROM: IS PRESIDENT 


It gives me pleasure to announce that September 1 will mark the beginning of a full year 
of research, writing, and editing in the service of our Association by its Managing Editor, Dr. 
Theodore C. Blegen. For a long time it has been my hope that circumstances would permit 
him to devote his full energies to advancing the cause of the Association. This hope has now 
been translated into reality for Dr. Blegen has accepted a special Association Research Fellow- 

ship for one year, effective September 1. 


The broad publication program of the Association has already been put before the mem- 
bership in the special report entitled A Review and a Challenge. Dr. Blegen’s year of service 
in the Association will mean, I believe, a notable advance toward the fulfillment of that pro- 
gram. In particular, I trust that these months of research and writing will result in a very sub- 
stantial advance in the preparation of the second volume of his Norwegian Migration to 
America. J have asked him to give that work precedence in his planning of the year’s ac- 
tivities, but he assures me that he will also find time to direct a wide range of editorial ac- 
tivities in our interest. 


In bringing this news to the Association's membership, may I also comment on the fact 
that a notable new publication will be released by the Association on September 1. I refer to 
the late Professor L. M. Larson’s Log Book of a Young Immigrant. Thus, as Dr. Blegen 
launches his year of special activity, we are able to produce this fruit of the Association’s edi- 
torial progress during the past year. 


These events point to a healthy and vigorous Association. I trust that our members will 
respond to these advances by renewed support and interest. We have a big program be- 
fore us, and it calls for our united efforts. | 

Sincerely yours, 


ARTHUR ANDERSEN, President 


John M. Dybdahl, Chicago, Illinois 
Harold Eastvold, Canton, South Dakota 
John P. Gaardsmoe, Chicago, Illinois 
LIFE C. T. Helgeson, Albert Lea, Minnesota 
L. I. Highby, College Park, Maryland 

E. O. Holen, Chicago, Illinois 

Sigurd Knudsen, Canton, South Dakota 
SUSTAINING M. Myrtle Larsen, Brooklyn, New York 
Carl G. Lawrence, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
LeRoy A. Listug, Oak Park, Illinois 
Myron J. Medin, Chicago, Illinois 

A. Gordon Nasby, Chicago, Illinois 
ASSOCIATE Jacob Olsen, Chicago, Illinois 

Edwin Reinholtzen, Chicago, Illinois 
Sigurd Reque, Decorah, Iowa 

Aasmund Rosseland, Chicago, Illinois 
Ivar A. Skyberg, Canton, South Dakota 
M. G. Skyberg, Canton, South Dakota 
Ella R. Stangeland, Chicago, Illinois 

A. O. Watland, Albert Lea, Minnesota 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Meeting November 14 in the Chicago offices of Presi- 
dent Arthur Andersen, the Executive Board outlined an 
ambitious publications program for 1940. It was de- 
cided that the Treasurer, Birger Osland, should draw upon 
accumulated funds, if necessary, for the publication of 
Studies and Records, volume XI, and the second volume 
of Dr. T. C. Blegen’s history of Norwegian Migration to 
America. It was also agreed at this meeting that Dr. 
Kenneth Bjork should be subsidized by the Association 
for one year to gather data about Norwegian-trained tech- 
nicians and begin the preparation of a volume dealing 
with their life and work in America. 

Present at the meeting were Mr. Andersen; Major S. J. 
Arnesen; Dr. L. W. Boe, Vice President; Mr. Birger Os- 
land, Treasurer; Mr. H. J. Williams; Professor J. Jorgen 
Thompson, Secretary; Professor C. Martin Alsager, local 
vice president; and Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, Managing 
Editor. 

Reports were read by the officers of the Board and by 
the Managing Editor, Dr. Blegen. Since most of the ac- 
tivity of the Association is focused on publications and 
since Dr. Blegen’s report was endorsed by the Executive 
Board, it was decided that it should be printed in full in 
this issue of the News Letter. The report reads as follows: 


REPORT OF THE MANAGING EDITOR 
Chicago, November 14, 1939 


J. L. M. LARSON: THE LOG BOOK OF A YOUNG 
IMMIGRANT 


The year 1939 witnessed the appearance of the twenty- 
first publication of the Association. This was Laurence M. 
Larson’s The Log Book of a Young Immigrant, a work of 
318 pages issued to the members on September 1. It is a 
wide-ranging autobiography that looks at the story of the 
Norwegian people in America from the point of view of 
one man’s career. It may be described as the saga of “the 
intellectual and spiritual migration of a human being from 
the status of a young immigrant, living in dugout and 
cabin and knowing at first hand the ordeal of prairie pio- 
neering, to that of a mature American scholar, rich in 
learning, broad in outlook, skilled in the art of the spoken 
and written word.” It is a solid contribution not only to 
Norwegian-American history but to general American his- 
tory and biography. That the author was one of our col- 
leagues, whose wisdom contributed not a little to the As- 
sociation, adds to the charm of the volume. It has been 
well received by the members and undoubtedly will serve 
to strengthen the work of the Association. 


Il. STUDIES AND RECORDS, VOLUME 11 
I am glad to be able to announce that volume 11 of our 
series of Studies and Records has been assembled, the edit- 


ing virtually completed, and that we will be in a position 
to send it to press when its publication is authorized by 
the Executive Board. It may be noted that the preparation 
of such a volume of special articles and documents is no 
easy or simple matter. It involves a certain constructive 
imagination in order to discern potential fields and sub- 
jects, careful planning, correspondence with possible con- 
tributors, and persistence in carrying ideas into action. 


The general scope of the proposed volume 11 may be 
indicated by the following tentative table of contents: 


1. Norwegian Emigration to America in the Nineteenth 


Century 
By Ingrid Gaustad Semmingsen—translated 
by Professor Einar Haugen of the University 
of Wisconsin 


2. Stephen O. Himoe, Civil War Physician 
By E. Biddle Heg (a great grandson of 
Colonel Hans Christian Heg) 
3. Jdrgen Gjerdrum’s Letter from America, 1874-1875 
Translated and edited by Carlton C. Qualey 
4. Scandinavian Students at Illinois State University 
By Henry O. Evjen 
5. A Doll’s House on the Prairie: The First Ibsen 
Controversy in America 
By Arthur C. Paulson and Kenneth Bjérk 
6. The Unknown R¢glvaag: Secretary. of the Norwegian- 
American Historical Association 
By Kenneth Bjgrk 
7. The Sources of the Rglvaag Biography 
By Nora O. Solum 
8. A Pioneer Norwegian-American Church Library 
By Professor H. Fred Swansen 
9. Some Recent Publications in the Field of Norwegian- 
American History 
By Jacob Hodnefield 
10. The Introduction of Domesticated Reindeer into 
Alaska 
By Arthur S. Peterson 
It is evident that the volume as a whole will prove an 
interesting and valuable addition to the Association’s pub- 
lications. 


Ill. THE INDEX TO THE FIRST TEN VOLUMES OF 
STUDIES AND RECORDS 

The large task of compiling an index to the first ten 
volumes of Studies and Records is now well under way. 
The material in these volumes, which total 1,594 pages, 
constitutes a rich mine of historical information in the 
general area of the Association's interest. Its permanent 
value will be enhanced by an analytical index as a conveni- 
ent tool in making the information readily available. The 
work of compiling the index is being done by a trained 
historical scholar, Dr. Gertrude Jacobson of Minneapolis, 
and present plans look to the completion of the task by 
the summer of 1940. 
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IV. THE BACHE DIARY 


The completion of the editorial work on the Bache 
Diary has proved a difficult and slow task. The diary 
was Originally transcribed and translated into English by 
Professor Andreas Elviken of Temple University, Phila- 
delphia. The revision of the English translation is being 
made by Professor Martin B. Ruud of the University of 
Minnesota, a member of the Association’s Board of Edi- 
tors. He reports substantial progress, and I am justified 
in stating that the work will ultimately be completed 
and made available for publication by the Association. It 
is well worth waiting for, since it is a detailed, day-by-day 
diary recording and reflecting immigrant life in America 
from the period of the 1840's. It is another of those doc- 
uments that throw light not only upon immigrant condi- 
tions but also upon American history in general. 


V. NORWEGIAN MIGRATION TO AMERICA: VOLUME 2: 
THE AMERICAN TRANSITION 


An atrangement has been made which placed the man- 
aging editor in the employment of the Association on a 
full-time basis for one year, beginning September 1, 1939. 

The editor, under this plan, has conceived his task to be 
a broad one: to survey again the field of possibilities and 
objectives; to reach Norwegian-American scholars in all 
parts of the country; to set in motion various projects that 
will eventuate in studies, articles, and volumes; to travel to 
various centers to explore historical materials; to edit the 
Association’s publications; to bring out volume 11 of Stw- 
dies and Records; to direct the compilation of the general 
index for volumes 1-10; to keep in touch with the work on 
the Bache Diary; and to do many other things in the 
setvice of the Association. 


One important task confronting the editor, as agreed 
upon with the President of the Association, is that of com- 
pleting the preparation of volume 2 of Norwegian Migra- 
tion to America. The emphasis in this volume wll be 
placed upon the processes of immigrant transition to 
American life. It is too early to report in detail upon the 
subject matter of the volume, but it is not too early to 
report that the book is well under way. It probably will 
be completed by next summer or autumn; and its publi- 
cation can be planned for the autumn or early winter of 
1940-41. The book promises to be one of considerable 
interest for the story of the Norwegian people in America. 


VI. NORWEGIAN TECHNICIANS IN AMERICA 


During the year a preliminary investigation was made 
of the practicability of preparing a book on the work of 
Norwegian-American engineers, architects, and, in general, 
professional technicians—a project that has been touched 
upon many times in the discussions of the Executive Board 
during the past ten years or more. The most promising 
man to undertake this difficult but promising job seemed 
to me to be Dr. Kenneth Bjérk of St. Olaf College, and I 
therefore asked him to explore the subject, to examine its 
possibilities, look up material, establish contact with en- 
gineers, and, if he found that it was an undertaking that 
could be accomplished adequately, to draft a proposal for 
presentation to the President and the Executive Board. 

Dr. Bjérk threw himself into this matter with character- 
istic energy and initiative, and he reports that he is ready 
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to undertake the preparation. of a book in this field for 
publication by the Association. He presents the matter to 
the Board in the following communication: 


St. Olaf College 
Northfield, Minnesota 
October 9, 1939 

Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, Managing Editor 

Norwegian- American. Historical Association 

St. Paul, Minnesota 


Dear Dr. Blegen: 

I am informed that the Executive Board of the Norwegian- 
American Historical Association is to meet in the near future 
in Chicago. Would you be kind enough to submit the fol- 
lowing proposals for the consideration of the members of 
the Executive Board? 

The proposals are: 

1. That the Norwegian-American Historical Association 
undertake to publish a volume of about 400 pages on Nor- 
wegian technicians in America. 

2. That the Association make adequate financial provision 
for the research attendant on writing and publishing this vol- 
ume. 

3. That the Association also make provisions for copying 
pertinent records dealing with the technicians, and that these 
copies be preserved in the Association’s Archives. 

As you already know, I am both willing and eager to 
write the history of the Norwegian technicians in America. 
I should like to be relieved from teaching during the aca- 
demic year 1940-41. This will be necessary both because of 
the time required for the work and because of the scattered 
nature of the source materials. During the present school 
year I shall continue to lay the foundation of the study by 
doing all the work possible at this point. 

What I have in mind is something more than a collection 
of brief biographies. The book should make a solid contri- 
bution to our knowledge in the technical field. It should 
also be interesting from the point of view of the social field, 
dealing as it will with a city population and its peculiar prob- 
lems. Since engineers are a vital link in the productive pro- 
cess, a book devoted to pioneering on the technological fron- 
tier ‘should be of value not only to Norwegian- Americans but 
also to the larger American public. It is impossible, of course, 
at this date to he more specific. 

You may use this statement as a basis for discussion at 
the Chicago meeting. 

Sincerely, 
KENNETH BJ@GRK 


As managing editor, I cordially endorse this proposal, 
and I trust that the Board will authorize me to make ar- 
rangements with Dr. Bjérk for carrying these ideas into 
action. We have talked about a work on the engineers 
and architects for many years, but nothing has been done. 
We now have an opportunity to have a competent job 
done in this field. We should accept the challenge and 
make the necessary funds available. 


VII. PROSPECTS AND POSSIBILITIES 


Where does the Association stand today? 

We have made a good record. We have a row of 
twenty-one publications to our credit. Under Mr. Arthur 
Andersen's presidency we have brought out seven of these 
twenty-one—one-third of our production, in the period of 
1936-39. 

Our problem is to realize that, however interesting and 
even important our editorial progress has been, we are still 
confronted by much of the extensive challenge that was 
put before us in the Review and Challenge that President 
Andersen sponsored a year and a half ago. Mr. Andersen 
called upon us not to postpone the essential task that faces 
us; and he put an appeal not only to historians and edu- 
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cators, but “also to those of us who are engaged in agri- 
cultural, business, and professional pursuits.” 

What is this essential task? There ate scores of impor- 
tant things to be done. There ate areas that have been 
little probed—not just given subjects like the engineers, 
political development and contributions, the saga of the 
Norwegians on the Pacific Coast, the story of the Norwe- 
gian-American factor in the East, and a dozen other sub- 
jects that could be named. There is the problem of docu- 
mentary material, with scores of possibilities before us. 
There are biographical, historical, economic, and political 
researches that need to be undertaken. The Travel and 
Description seties should be resumed. 

But perhaps the most important thing is that we must 
grapple more closely than we have with the whole range of 
Norwegian life and activity in this country. Recently I 
had occasion to discuss this problem with Professor Haugen 
of the University of Wisconsin. I had mentioned to him 
certain fields in which the Norwegians undoubtedly have 
made rather significant contributions to general American 
history. Professor Haugen answered me in these words: 


In a broader view we cannot be satisfied with just these 
items. Our group is an American group, and regardless of 
whether its activities and its culture have left a perceptible 
impression on specific American activities, its life has been 
a part of the American life during the period that it has ex- 
isted as a group. We must see the Norwegian-Americans 
from two sides: their life among themselves and their life in 
relation to their American neighbors. The interplay between 
these two sides of their mentality is to me the most fascinat- 
ing part of their existence. We cannot overlook the many 
important problems related to the group life of the immigrant 
in America, those organizations which enabled him to feel at 
home in the new land and which constituted the assimilative 
links between him and his Norwegian and his American ex- 
istence. : 

This view of the Norwegian-American involves a. close 
attention to his cultural life in this country: the press, the 
church, the literature, the language, the schools and colleges, 
a variety of social and cultural institutions—in short, all the 
imponderables which in the final analysis are the most im- 
portant. 


Professor Haugen’s general conclusion is that, having 
followed the story of the migration itself, it is time for 
us to probe more deeply than we have done heretofore into 
the significance and results of the migration in human 
terms. 

I endorse this position of Professor Haugen. In the 
work that I have been doing on my second volume thus 
far, I have felt again and again the lack of adequate stu- 
dies in various parts of the Norwegian-American field. 
Another thing is being impressed upon my mind more 
and more, and that is the adequate and thoroughgoing 
study of the contributions in more limited fields, like poli- 
tics, depends for its effectiveness upon understanding the 
whole background out of which those contributions, big or 
little, emerge. Otherwise we get just the kind of thing 
we have had—a listing of leaders, senators, governors, 
politicians, names, with only a superficial setting for ana- 
lyzing and interpreting their services and contribtuions, 
and often without critical insight into their significance. 
The background is the whole wide range of interplay be- 
tween the Norwegian-American and his. American en- 
vironment, precisely as Professor Haugen has suggested, 
and that range of interplay is something on which fela- 
tively little fundamental work has been done. 
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To my mind we stand at the crossroads. I believe that 
we should now take the road toward a frank and energetic 
acceptance of the larger challenges and problems before 
us. I believe that there are almost unlimited possibilities 
ahead of us. What we have done thus far is good, but 
we have a chance to do something so distinguished that 
it will set a standard and pattern for every other immi- 
grant group in America. We are getting additional ad- 
vantage all the time from our own momentum as an or- 
ganization. If we keep our hands steady, if we push 
ahead on a program of advance, if we take that broad 
view that President Andersen has urged not once but many 
times, we can do something so big that it will surprise 
our own people. 


I am for accepting this challenge. Through what we have 
done, we have got our foundation. We must now tackle 
the building of a superstructure—not on a small, but on 
a big, scale. 


One reason why I have given my energy to this Asso- 
Ciation is that I have believed in it as a big thing backed 
by drive and persistence—an organization that had a 
broad program and also a persistence like that of the 
pioneers themselves in facing frontier problems. I have 
also supported this Association as an -organization which 
takes its stand above every line of division among the 
Norwegians in this country—above creed and sect and 
group and special bias. It must continue to take that stand. 

If we push ahead in this spirit, we may find, as an in- 
cidental fruit of what we do, that we are making a bigger 
contribution than just the books we turn out or the ar- 
chives we collect and administer. The Association itself, 
through its program, may prove to be one of the larger 
things in the story of the Norwegian life and contribu- 
tions in America. 


I propose that we march ahead—check up on our 
Review and Challemge, block out new programs, build up 
Our support, increase our membership, push on with proj- 
ects and publications, meet new challenges as we have met 
old, do a thing so big that men will be glad to support 
it with work and money. I want this Association to keep 
going forward. I want it to keep on achieving. I don’t 
want it to be complacent, self-satisfied. I want criticism 
as well as the contribution of funds and of work. 


Let us broaden our lines, not draw them in. This As- 
sociation shall not be just another ephemeral effort, of 
which we have had so many, an effort not driven by pur- 
pose and persistence. 


I frankly believe that this Association is going to go 
on for a long time. It is going to achieve much greater 
things than it has achieved. One by one we who have 
played some part in the job will naturally step out, just 
as Rglvaag and Ristad and Gjerset and Larson stepped 
out. But the Association will go on. Everybody who 
contributes to it becomes a part of its life as an institu- 
tion. The four men I have named still live in the pur- 
poses and achievements of the Association. 


I have talked about these things because I believe that 
the motivation of the Association is more important than 
particular items in our program. I close by asking the 
officers and board members, and also the general member- 
ship, to give renewed support to this cause. 


(Signed) THEODORE C. BLEGEN 
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TECHNICAL CONVENTION 


The Association was represented at the fourth conven- 
tion of the Norwegian-American Technical Society, which 
was held in Brooklyn, N. Y., over Labor Day week-end, 
September 2-5. Dr. Kenneth Bjork, member of the Edi- 
torial Board, discussed plans for the publication of a vol- 
ume dealing with Norwegian technicians in America. The 
convention went on record warmly endorsing the project 
and a number of engineers became members of the Asso- 
ciation. 


LUTHER VALLEY 


Luther Valley, one of the oldest settlements in southern — 


Wisconsin, and an important center of Norwegian cul- 
tural life in America, celebrated its hundredth birthday on 
August 26-27. 

Representatives of the Association were present at the 
centennial services. Mr. Birger Osland, Treasurer, Dr. L. 
W. Boe, Vice President, Dean J. Jorgen Thompson, Sec- 
retary, Professor S. S. Reque, curator of the Norwegian- 
American Museum at Decorah, Iowa, and Dr. Kenneth 
Bjork of the Editorial Board took part in the program. 

An important meeting of the Association’s representa- 
tives was held in the basement of the Luther Valley church 
on August 26. At this meeting it was urged that a meet- 
ing of the Executive Board be held in the Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, region in the near future. 

One of the heartening aspects of the celebration was 
an increased interest in the work of the Association. 


FROM THE ARCHIVES 


One of the greatest spirits in the Norwegian Northwest 
was the late Reverend G. D. Ristad, pastor, poet, orator, 
prophet. Hardly a significant movement among his trans- 
planted people escaped without in some manner bearing 
the stamp of his personality. Readers of the News Letter 
will remember that Ristad was first President of the Asso- 
ciation and until his death one of its strongest champions. 

Recently the Archives acquired the Ristad library and 
ptivate papers. Students of the Norwegian element in 
America will find in this collection titles of about 126 
printed volumes of direct interest, numerous copies of such 
periodicals as Nordmands-Forbundet, Norden, Busletts, 
Tronderlagets Aarboker, and Samband; almanacs and cal- 
endars; and about 46 pamphlets on varied subjects. In 
addition there is a wealth of material in the private let- 
ters of this colorful personality. 

The Archives have also been enriched by a supplemen- 
tary gift of books from the Laurence M. Larson library. 
Particularly interesting are a few books dealing directly 
with Norwegian-American life, but there are also a num- 
ber of volumes on the Scandinavian countries and some 
on varied subjects written by Norwegian-American 


friends of the departed historian. 


There are, scattered throughout the country, innumer- 
able documents of value to the Association. The owners © 
of many of these documents are unwilling, usually for 
sentimental reasons, to part with them. Fortunately, copies 
can be obtained by film photography. The Association 
would derive considerable dividends by investing in a 
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good camera and projector, which would then become an 
inseparable part of our archival equipment. The ideal of 
a central repository for originals or copies of all pertinent 
documents is attainable through the medium of photog- 
taphy. 

One of our most valuable historical sources is the Nor- 
wegian immigrant newspaper. By good fortune several 
fine newspaper collections have been preserved. The chief 
disadvantage to the researcher lies in the fact that the col- 
lections are widely scattered. In the not distant future pho- 
tographic copies of all the newspapers should be made and 
housed in the Archives. Not only convenience to the stu- 
dent, but also precaution against destruction, especially 
where only one copy of a paper has been preserved, call for 
such action. 


New Members Since September 1, 1939 


SUSTAINING 
G. Christensen, New York, New York 
Vilas Johnson, Wilmette, Illinois 
Alfred Vaksdal, Corning, New York 


ASSOCIATE 
Mrs. Annie Alsager, Chicago, Illinois 
John Alseth, Beloit, Wisconsin 
L. O. Anderson, Evanston, Illinois 
August H. Andresen, Red Wing, Minnesota 
George Aus, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Esther Barlow, Chicago, Illinois 
Magnus Bjorndal, Weehawken, New Jersey 
Trygve Bredesen, Brooklyn, New York 
Iver J. Dahl, Albert Lea, Minnesota 
Rudolf Dueland, Staten Island, New York 
Einar Engebretson, Chicago, Illinois 
Mrs. Olive Ernstsen, Bear River, Minnesota 
Ole Garo, Chicago, Illinois 
A. Gullixson, Albert Lea, Minnesota 
©. E. Gunderson, Forest City, lowa 
H. S. Halvorson, River Falls, Wisconsin 
Abner Hansen, Northfield, Minnesota 
Blaine Hansen, Beloit, Wisconsin 
R. K. Hansen, Pompton Lakes, New Jersey 
Ottar S. Harolds, Chicago, Illinois 
C. T. Helgeson, Albert Lea, Minnesota 
Henry O. Hendrickson, St. Ansgar, lowa 
E. L. Johnson, Chicago, Illinois 
Magdalene Kleppen, Chicago, Illinois 
Mrs. Peter G. Kloster, Forest City, lowa 
Naida Knatvold, Northfield, Minnesota 
Herbert S. Larson, Fairdale, North Dakota 
Roy V. Larson, Chicago, Illinois 
Tore Lauvdal, Brooklyn, New York 
Hilda A. Lee, Chicago, Illinois 
John Litell, Laurelton, L. I., New York 
Mrs. Margaret Lloyd, Chicago, Illinois 
Mrs. J. C. McKinley, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
L. A. Mathre, Estherville, lowa 
Guttorm Miller, Detroit, Michigan 
Waldemar Nielsen, Wilmette, Illinois 
Laila Nilsen, Chicago, Illinois 
Nils E. Nilsen, Chicago, Ilinois 
Erling A. Normann, Chicago, Illinois 
Mrs. O. C. S. Olsen, Chicago, Illinois 
Peter Olson, Chicago, Illinois 
Peter O. Olson, Albert Lea, Minnesota 
J. G. Roseland, Chicago, Illinois 
Sverre Steen Sandal, Brooklyn, New York 
R. Schwartz, Brooklyn, New York 
Allan Stenseth, Forest City, lowa 
Ansgar Sovik, Northfield, Minnesota 
S. J. Stockfleth, Brooklyn, New York 
Rolf C. Syvertsen. Hanover, New Hampshire 
Hans Torgersen, Chicago, Illinois 
G. T. Ueland, Brooklyn, New York 
Erling R. West, Pasadena, California 
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OUR TREASURER HAS A BIRTHDAY 


Mr. Birger Osland, our Treasurer, has repeatedly told 
us that when he attained to the age of seventy years he 
would retire from active business. March 1 marked this 
milepost in his life, and on that day he severed his con- 
nection with the firm Birger Osland & Company, Invest- 
ments, and celebrated the day at home with his genial 
wife. 

In every business activity and enterprise—and there are 
many—in which Mr. Osland has been affiliated, he has 
been unusually successful. He organized the American 
financial participation in the Norwegian-America Steam 
Ship Line. For many years he was active as a director of 
this corporation. In 1911 he founded the Birger Osland 
& Company investment firm in Chicago and he has served 
continuously as president of. this firm. As a member of 
the Board of Trustees of the Century of Progress Exposi- 
tion, he rendered distinctive service. 

During the World War Mr. Osland answered the call 
to the colors and served in the capacity of military at- 
taché in the United States army with the rank of major. 
He was also a member of the American Food Administra- 
tion for Northern Europe under the leadership of Mr. 
Herbert Hoover. 

Benevolent, social and cultural activities have benefited 
in a large way from his interest and assistance. He has 
found time to direct the affairs of the Norwegian-Ameri- 
can Hospital Foundation in the capacity of president for 
many years and is still active as its leader. 

The Norwegian-American Historical Association is 
deeply indebted to Mr. Osland for his outstanding leader- 
ship. Ever since its organization he has given generously 
of his interest, his time and his means toward the ad- 
vancement that has been achieved. With more time at his 
disposal we anticipate even a larger participation in the 
future in bringing the achievements of our Association to 
new and greater heights. No other man among us enjoys 
a wider acquaintance and a larger host of friends than 
does Mr. Osland. 

We salute and congratulate our Treasurer, our Maior, 
our Doctor of Laws, our Knight of the Order of St. Olaf! 
A happy birthday and many more of them! 


OUR NEXT PUBLICATION 


The eleventh volume in the Association’s series of Nor- 
wegian-American Studies and Records will be published 
this spring. Dr. Blegen, our Managing Editor, reports that 
this volume is now in galley proof and that he hopes to 
have it ready for distribution by the end of March. This 
volume will contain ten contributions: 

A Doll’s House on the Prairie: The First Ibsen 


Controversy in America 
By Arthur C. Paulson and Kenneth Bjork 


Scandinavian Students at Illinois State University 
By Henry O. Evjen 
Stephen O. Himoe, Civil War Physician 
By E. Biddle Heg 
A Pioneer Church Library 
By H. F. Swansen 
Norwegian Emigration to America During the 
Nineteenth Century 
By Ingrid Gaustad Semmingsen 
Jorgen Gjerdrum’s Letters from America, 1874-75 
By Carlton C. Qualey 
The Introduction of Domesticated Reindeer Into Alaska 
By Arthur S. Peterson 
The Unknown Rolvaag: Secretary of the Norwegian- 
American Historical Association 
By Kenneth Bjork 
The Sources of the Rélvaag Biography 
By Nora O. Solum 
Some Recent Publications Relating to Norwegian- 
American History, VI 
Compiled by Jacob Hodnefield 


DR. BJORK AWARDED FELLOWSHIP 


President Andersen has asked me to announce the ap- 
pointment of Dr. Kenneth Bjork of St. Olaf College as a 
research fellow of the Association for 1940-41. 


Dr. Bjork will devote the year to the preparation of a 
book on the history of the Norwegian technicians in 
America, particularly engineers and architects. He has 
already made a preliminary exploration of this field and 
will go on to an intensive study of it, gathering materials 
in various parts of the country. He proposes to make a 
broad-gauged analysis of Norwegian pioneering on the 
American technological frontier, dealing with an urban 
group who have made many contributions to the pro- 
ductive process. The study promises to be of importance 
not only as a chapter in Norwegian-American history but 
also for general American history along social, profes- 
sional, and economic lines. 


What Dr. Bjork is tackling is essentially a pioneer 
piece of work, for the field has hitherto been neglected. 
.When the study has been completed, it will be published 
in book form by the Association. Thus a plan that has 
been slowly maturing for a number of years and has been 
often considered by the editorial and executive boards of 
the Association is now moving toward realization. 


The Association will deeply appreciate the co-operation 
of engineers, architects, and others who may be able to 
assist Dr. Bjork in gathering the information that he 
needs in order to be able to tell the story of the technicians 
as adequately as possible. 

THEODORE C. BLEGEN 
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ANDREW J. BERDAHL 


On January 5 death claimed in Andrew J. Berdahl an- 
other Norwegian pioneer whose life story is intertwined 
with events of great importance in the history of the 
American Northwest. 

Born December 10, 1848, in Sogn, Norway, Berdahl 
came with his parents to the United States in 1856. After 
living near Decorah in Winneshiek County, Iowa, for four 
years, the family settled in Fillmore County, Minnesota. In 
1872 Andrew accompanied his father on a scouting expedi- 
tion into Dakota Territory, the results of which led to ex- 
periences that have been immortalized in Rélvaag’s Giants 
im the Earth. 

In the late spring of 1873 a caravan of ten wagons set its 
course actoss the prairie to the fertile valley of the Sioux 
River. In the human cargo of 49 were fourteen members 
of the Berdahl family. Andrew, aged 24 and recently 
married, homesteaded in Minnehaha County, about four- 
teen miles northeast of the present city of Sioux Falls. 

After several years of farming, Berdahl moved to Bal- 
tic, where he engaged in the mercantile business; later he 
entered the same business in Garretson; in 1896 he re- 
sumed the management of his farm. But it was in the 
field of public affairs that Berdahl’s name will be remem- 
bered in South Dakota. 

Besides holding a number of offices in local govern- 
ment angencies, Berdahl was chosen as a delegate to the 
constitutional convention of 1885. One of the leaders of 
the movement to divide Dakota Territory and to have 
the northern and southern areas enter the Union as full- 
fledged states, he is credited with writing the preamble to 
South Dakota's first constitution. This preamble was un- 
changed when the convention of 1889 completed the 
work of the first gathering. Present also at the second 
convention, Berdahl was the only surviving delegate when 
South Dakota celebrated its fiftieth anniversary last year. 
At the age of 90, he delivered an address on the found- 
ing of the state at a Sioux Falls school; during the entire 
address and a long period of questioning, he remained 
standing and drew upon a memory that was phenomenally 
clear and well informed. 

Berdahl also helped organize a Farmers’ Mutual Fire 
and Lightning Insurance Company and served as its first 
secretary in 1885. He was one of the leaders in organiz- 
ing and secretary of the Minnehaha County Vigilance So- 
ciety, which sought to insure the settlers against horse 
theft, and tracked down horse thieves, thus giving a meas- 
ure of security to pioneer life. As county commissioner 
he served during the drouth year of 1894 when the county 
was forced to provide the farmers with seed. During the 
years 1915-35 he served as clerk in the county auditor’s 
office in Sioux Falls. 

In the educational field, too, Berdahl played an interest- 
ing if minor role. Educated in the: public schools of the 
communities where his parents lived, he also had some 
advanced training at a private school in Chatfield, Minne- 
sota. He later attended Augustana Academy and Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Marshall, Wisconsin. He taught school 
for several years in Minnesota and later for several terms 
in Dakota Territory. The first school in Edison Town- 
ship was Berdahl’s claim shanty. In 1901, when Augus- 
tana College was located at Canton, South Dakota, he was 
named secretary-treasurer of the school’s building com- 
mittee. . A few years ago the Alumni Association of Au- 
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gustana College made him an honorary life member, partly 
in recognition of his work and in part because he was 
believed to be the only person still living who had been 
a student of the school when it was located at Marshall. 

Berdahl was the father of twelve children, eight of 
whom are living. Among these are Dr. Clarence Ber- 
dahl, professor in the department of political science at 
the University of Illinois, and Mrs. O. E. Rolvaag. 

Persons familiar with Berdahl’s life will have little trou- 
ble identifying numerous incidents in Gzants in the Earth. 
While writing this novel, Rolvaag drew heavily upon Ber- 
dahl’s rich store of experience. A modified version of the 
caravan story, the grasshopper plague, the references to the 
Tronders, the Indian story, and other experiences of the 
immigrants are the literary result. 


New Members Since December 1, 1939 


LIFE 
Ole Singstad, New York, New York 


SUSTAINING 
Allan K. Alsaker, Chicago, Illinois 


ASSOCIATE 
A. R. Bergesen, Fargo, North Dakota 
Anders J. Bergsaker, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Mrs. Synnove Bratager, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Ray H. Farness, Madison, Wisconsin 
R. A. Gustafson, Chicago, Illinois 
Harold R. Hagen, Manchester, Tennessee 
Mrs. Wm. C. Haugland, Forest City, lowa 
Mrs. Borghild Hofflander, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Gustav Krogstad, Brighton, Michigan 
Knut Olsen, New York, New York 
Arnt Oyen, Poulsbo, Washington 
Asbjorn E. Thomassen, Brooklyn, New York 
Evelyn Wolfs, Forest City, lowa 
Oysten Ore, New Haven, Connecticut 


FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK 


The sag in the membership roll caused by the de- 
pression is steadily being leveled out. Many who found it 
necessary to cancel their membership have again joined in 
the work. New names have been added to the list with 
the result that we are again at the 800 mark. This gain 
has in a large measure been due to the untiring efforts 
on the part of a few of our members. Why should not 
everyone connected with our Association join us in this 
task? There are many people who would join the 
N.A.H.A. if they were asked. During the past year your 
Secretary has received inquiries about our work, and when 
persons have been informed about our activities they have 
sent in their applications for membership. Only yester- 
day the following letter was received. 


Dear Sirs: 

I am interested in your Society—do not know 
just exactly what it is, but would like some in- 
formation, please. What are the requirements 
for membership and what are your dues, etc., etc.? 

Thanking you, I am, 

Very truly yours, 
M. T. 

There are interested peolpe who should bceome mem- 
bers. Will you kindy help us enlist these people? We 
should be able to increase our roll to the one thousand 
mark by April 1. At that time our next publication will 
be ready for distribution. Will you help us? Make 
March the get-a-member-month! You are hereby en- 
trusted with the duty of securing at least one new member. 
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FIFTEEN YEARS OLD 


Fifteen years ago on October 6, a representative group 
of men and women interested in the history of the Nor- 
wegian-Americans gathered at St. Olaf College and formed 
the Norwegian-American Historical Association. The 
spirit of earnestness and devotion to the cause that charac- 
terized that first meeting in 1925 has continued to prevail 
among the members and the officers of the association. 


In spite of adverse conditions, the membership has been 
maintained at a high level. A very good beginning has 
been made in the gathering of books and materials for the 
historical and archival collection of the association. A 
permanent fund aggregating $20,000 has been established 
and 21 volumes have been published during this short 
span of time. 


During the past year, Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, our man- 
aging editor, has devoted his full time on a research fellow- 
ship for further study in the field of Norwegian migration. 
The result of his year’s work will be Volume Two of 
Norwegian Migration to America. These two volumes give 
the story of the movements and adventures of our national 
group from the year 1825 up to the present. 


As we look back over the fifteen years, we have reason 
to feel happy over our accomplishments, but much work is 
yet to be done. What will be accomplished during the 
next fifteen years will depend in a large way upon the sup- 
port our present membership will give to the association. 
The next two months will be an unusually opportune time 
for the enlistment of new members. The coming of Dr. 
Blegen’s book should offer an incentive for an effective in- 
crease in our membership roll. 


* * * *K * 


MANAGING EDITOR ASSUMES NEW 
DUTIES | 


We wish to extend to Dr. Blegen heartiest congratula- 
tions on his new appointment as Dean of the Graduate 
School in the University of Minnesota. We also wish to 
express congratulations to the University of Minnesota on 
being able to get a man so exceptionally well qualified to 
fill a position of such large importance to the University 
and to the State of Minnesota. 

The following quotation from the University of Minne- 

sota News Service will be of interest to all our readers: 
_ “A man whose speciality is the study of Norwegian im- 
migration to the United States, who is editor of the publi- 
cations of the Norwegian-American Historical Association 
and was for many years superintendent of the Minnesota 
Historical Society, is the new Dean of the Graduate School 
in the University of Minnesota—Dr. Theodore Blegen.” 


THE AMERICAN TRANSITION 


The second volume of Dr. Theodore C. Blegen’s History 
of Norwegian Migration to America is now in the hands 
of the printers. In his first book, published in 1931, our 
managing editor brought out the history of Norwegian 
migration from 1825 to 1860. 

The coming book will classify under the same general 
heading: Norwegian Migration to America, but the author 
has here given attention to The American Transition. 

There has been much interest shown in the volume that 
is in the making. Many inquiries have come both from 
members of the association and from others who are in- 
terested in the work our association is doing, asking when 
volume two will be available. Because of this interest, we 
feel impelled to give just a few suggestions of what this 
book will contain. 

The American Transition will be a volume of 18 chapters 
and an appendix, and will run to about 600 pages. The 
book, as the title suggests, deals with the American tran- 
sition of the Norwegian immigrants. It opens with a 
vivid and true picture of the emigrant crossing “From Old 
World to New.” With this picture as a background, the 
author takes up all sides of the picture of Norwegian im- 
migrant life—the ordeal the immigrant went through, the 
problem of language, pioneer folkways, everyday aspects of 
their life, relations with American churches, the emerging 
Norwegian Lutheran church, economic problems, schools, 
the press, and the spread of settlement far and wide. This 
is a big and interesting story which Dr. Blegen tells in his 
fascinating way. Toward the end he deals with such mat- 
ters as “The Problem of Higher Education” and “Frontiers 
of Culture,” relating everything very effectively to recent 
and present trends. All this sums up to a study of social, 
economic, and cultural evolution of the Norwegian-Amer- 
ican group in America. From this point of view, many 
will undoubtedly pronounce this book much more interest- 
ing and vital than the first volume. 

While the date for publication has not been set defin- 
itely, Dr. Blegen is bending every effort toward having the 
volume on the market by the latter part of November. 


THE ARCHIVES 


The plans for the new library building at St. Olaf Col- 
lege are rapidly taking shape with Lang and Raugland, 
Architects and Engineers, of Minneapolis, in charge. The 
Norwegian-American Historical Association will be given 
a prominent unit in this structure. There will be both 
working space for editorial, secretarial, and conference 
activities as well as storage space for the collections of the 
Association. According to the details which have been 
worked out so far, the Norwegian-American historical 
room on the third floor will have the dimensions 24 feet 
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wide by 4614 feet long. The decorative treatment of these 
quarters will be in harmony with the spirit and purpose 
of the organization’s work. It is planned to build in a 
Norwegian “peis,’ or hearth, as one of the distinguishing 
features. 


The whole tier of stacks on the same floor will be de- 
voted to the housing of the material which has been col- 
lected by the Association and which is now located in the 
basement of ‘the St. Olaf Music Hall. The approximate 
book capacity of the stacks on this level is above 30,000 


_ volumes. 


In the sub-basement space has been provided so as to 
equip a room for photographic reproduction. The size 
of this room has been tentatively set at a width of 14 feet 
and a length of 35 feet. This room will be available for 
the use of the Association as well as for the library. On 
the ground floor there will be a book storage vault in the 
stacks for rare and unusual items, large enough to care for 
2,600 volumes. 


If in the future the work of the Historical Association 
should require the services of a full-time technically 
trained worker, or workers, the Staff Room of the library 
has adequate room to absorb this addition to the working 
staff. 


When the new St. Olaf Library is erected and completed, 
few youthful organizations in the country will be so well 
taken care of as will be the Norwegian-American Historical 
Association. 

ALF Houkoo, Librarian 


We Who Built America 


Another evidence of how our publications are already 
influencing the writing of general American history is Carl 
Wittke’s newly published book, We Who Built America 
(Prentice-Hall, 1939). The section on the Norwegians 
is based almost exclusively on the works of the Association, 
and in many other parts of the book reference is made to 
one or several of our volumes. It is the hope of all mem- 
bers that the ultimate interpretation of American history 
will bear the clear and unmistakable impress of the Asso- 
Ciation. 


GREEN BAY ACTIVE 


Mr. Anton Jarstad of Green Bay, Wisconsin, sends us the 
following interesting report: 


The interest in Norwegian History is now beginning to 
appear locally in some of our Norwegian Settlements. 


The old Norwegian settlement at Fort Howard, now 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, is again brought to mind by the 
formation of a Historical Society. In March, 1939, a com- 
mittee consisting of Anton Jarstad, Martin Onstad, Olaf 
Olson, and Anton Nelson met and formally organized the 
Norwegian-American Historical Society of Brown County, 
Wisconsin. The first officers are Martin Onstad, president; 
Olaf Olson, secretary; and Anton Nelson, treasurer. 


Three meetings have been held to date at which excep- 
tional interest in the project has been evident. The active 
membership is now fifty, and these members have not been 
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solicited, and there is promise of further increases this 
year. 

The feature program of the year was open to the public 
and was held last February in the new Tank School Audi- 
torium. Besides Norwegian songs and music the principal 
speaker was Hjalmar R. Holand, a noted writer and speaker 
on Norwegian history. This public program is to be an 
annual project. 

Last May an exhibition of Norwegian historical articles 
was held at the public museum. Several hundred articles 
were exhibited and the display was visited by large numbers 
of interested citizens. This initial exhibit was opened 
May 5, and was featured by an address by Miss Helga 
Haltug, who gave a description of Norway, taken from her 
notes on her trip to Norway a year ago. Folk songs and 
dances wete given by a group of children, and Mrs. Harry 
Jensen gave an exhibition of spinning yarn on a wheel 
brought from Norway by her grandmother over 70 years 
ago. 


New Members Since March 1, 1940 


SUSTAINING 


M. S. Grytbak, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Gunnar Gundersen, LaCrosse, Wisconsin 
P. O. Lieberg, Pasadena, California 


ASSOCIATE 
Peter G. Andersen, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Henry Arneson, Lake City, Minnesota 
Richard ‘Beck, Grand Forks, North Dakota 
James O. Berdahl, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
M. H. Brastad, Roseau, Minnesota 
Anders Bull, Forest Hills, New York 
Marvin Clausen, Chicago, Illinois 
Thor Damhaug, Brooklyn, New York 
Christian Grimsrud, Santa Monica, California 
Andrew K. Frolich, Louisville, Nebraska 
A. I. Johnson, Fargo, North Dakota 
Olaf B. Johnson, New Richland, Minnesota 
Hugo Kolstad, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Johannes Lie, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Jonas Lien, Port Washington, New York 
Einar Medal, Brooklyn, New York 
Thos. M. Matthews, Athens, Texas 
Edith C. Nelson, Chicago, Illinois 
Brynjolf Pederson, Bergen, Norway 
Harlan O. Peterson, Viking, Minnesota 
Mrs. Tobias Reep, Northfield, Minnesota 
R. N. Ristad, Nile Center, Illinois 
O. M. Rognan, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Marie Rorem, Chicago, Illinois 
E. Sonnichsen, Los Angeles, California 
Ole Stangeland, Chicago, Illinois 
H. Benjamin, Tetlie, Big Timber, Montana 
Earl B. Torland, Oak Park, Illinois 


GREVSTAD PAPERS 


Through the efforts of Dr. Einar Haugen, a member of 
our editorial staff, the association has received a consider- 
able portion of the papers left by the late editor of Skandt- 
naven, N. A. Grevstad. There has not been time to make 
a study of the collection, so we are not in a position to give 
information about the contents. 
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VOLUME TWELVE 


The next publication of the Association, scheduled to 


appear later this fall, is the twelfth volume in the series of 
Norwegian- -American Studies and Records. 

One of the most interesting articles to be included is 
a careful study of “Norwegian-American Surnames’ by 
Marjorie M. Kimmerle. 

The complete table of contents for the volume is not 
yet available, but the Managing Editor reports that the pub- 
lication will be one of varied interest and much value. 
Miss Clara Jacobson’s fascinating account of “A Journey 
to America Sixty Years Ago” will be made available for the 
first time in English. Professor C. A. Clausen has trans- 
lated and edited the “Recollections of a Norwegian Pio- 
neer in Texas.’ Professor Kenneth Bjork has contributed 
an essay on “Ole Evinrude and the Outboard Motor.” Dr. 
Martin L. Reymert has written a paper on “James Denoon 
Reymert and the Norwegian Press.’ From John Heit- 
mann comes an interesting article on O. E. Rélvaag. The 
Managing Editor has edited an important official report 
on Norwegian and Swedish immigration written in 1870. 
Miss Ella Valborg Rolvaag has prepared an article on the 
“Norwegian Folk Narrative in America.” 

Other articles and documents will round out a volume 
that should prove of great interest to the members and 
friends of the Association. 


A REPORT 


[Ed. note: Dr. Kenneth Bjork, who 1s preparing 

a volume on Norwegian engineers and architects im 

America, spent the period February-September, 

1941, gathering materials and beginning the prep- 

aration of his book, and during that time was Fel- 

low of the Norwegian-American Historical Assoct- 
ation. | 


Our Secretary who is also editor of the News Letter 
insists that a report on my activities of the past seven 
months is long overdue. It is really impossible, of course, 
to condense the experiences of so long a period into the 
few paragraphs at my disposal, but who can say an abso- 
lute nay to the good Dean? 

First of all, if report I must, I want to thank the many 
people who in one way or another made my work easier 
or more fruitful. Fortunately many of these people— 
engineets, architects, journalists, and others—are mem- 
bers of the Association and will therefore receive a copy 
of this News Letter. Wherever you live—in the east, 
west, or middle west—thank you for the graciousness and 
kindly interest you have shown and continue to show in 
my project. 

At the same time I wish to make special mention of the 
co-Opetative spitit of the Norwegian newspapers in 
America, particularly Skandinaven, Nordisk Tidende, and 
Decorah-Posten; the Norwegian-American Technical So- 
ciety, which turned over to me all its fine collection of rec- 
ords; the Norwegian Engineers Society of Oslo; and Mr. 
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Carl G. O. Hansen of Minneapolis, whose colossal pri- 
vate collection of Norwegian-Americana was of great 
value. And, too, I want to make a record of an unusually 
Mr. John A. Lindrup, formerly 
publisher of Scandia in Chicago and now a member of 
Skandinaven’s editorial staff, entrusted to my care an al- 
most complete file of Scandia, which might be said to 
represent a left-wing or liberal urban element among our 
people. This collection, only narrowly saved from a fite, 
together with a number of other items, constitutes a valu- 
able addition to our archives. 


As for my work, let it be said that there is normally 
little drama or excitement about research—except for the 
researcher himself. Consequently little interest can be said 
to attach to the spadework, however vital, which is pre- 
liminary to writing and is usually confined to libraries 
and archives. I spent many months reading in the ex- 
cellent libraries of the University of Michigan, where I 
also taught during the first semester of the past academic 
year. Technical books, periodicals, and other records are 
written in a deadening style but they have helped to pro- 
vide the necessary background against which to study the 
Norwegian engineers. These publications also deal di- 
rectly in many cases with men who will be discussed in 
my monograph and have therefore been indispensable as 
a soutce of information. 


The study also frequently took me far from Ann Arbor. 
Several trips were made to Chicago, where I was able to 
consult Norwegian newspaper files, interview engineers, 
and profit from materials in the possession of the Norwe- 
gian-American Technical Society. Last spring I made a 
somewhat extended trip to the east, contacting engineers 
and others in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, New York, Corn- 
ing, and other industrial cities. In August, 1940, I also 
met groups of engineers on the west coast, chiefly in San 
Francisco and Seattle. Unfortunately space does not per- 
mit mention of the names of those who assisted me or 
made gifts of records to the archives. 


I should much prefer to delay giving a detailed account 
of the contents of the volume on which I am now working. 
In general it will contain chapters dealing with the back- 
ground of the migration of technical men, the migration 
itself, the various kinds of work the engineers have per- 
formed in Anterica, their social and cultural life, and the 
like. The book will probably have the title Norwegian 
Engineers and the American Economic Revolution or one 
similar to that. Two chapters have been written and it is 
hoped that the others will be done in time to permit pub- 
lication early in 1943. 


A fellowship grant from the Association made it pos- 
sible for me to devote the major part of this year to work 
on the engineer project. The book itself will serve as a 
final and complete report and should—I speak now only 
of its content—prove something of a surprise even to 
those familiar with Norwegian technical men. 


KENNETH BJORK 
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What Reviewers Say About 
J. STUDIES AND RECORDs, XI. 

1. American Historical Review: “ranks with the best 
publications of our state historical societies.” 

2. Mississippt Valley Historical Review: “These nine 
essays . . . conform to the high standards of scholar- 
ship set by the association’s managing editor.” 

Il. NORWEGIAN MIGRATION TO AMERICA: AMERICAN 
TRANSITION, by Theodore C. Blegen. 

1. Social Studies: “An important study, delightful to 
tead, of the interplay of the European heritage and 
the American environment.” 

2. Oregon Historical Quarterly: “an outstanding con- 
tribution to the growing body of scholarly litera- 
ture dealing with immigrant groups in America.” 

3. Arthur M. Schlesinger (Harvard) in Minnesota 
History: “a book that is outstanding in the historio- 
gtaphy of American immigration.” 

4. Henry Steele Commager (New York U.) in New 
York Herald Tribune: “although it concerns itself 
exclusively with the Norwegian experience, it il- 
luminates, by implication, the whole story of the 
transplanting of European peoples and cultures 
from the Old World to the New. And that is a 
vety great story—.” 


From One of Our New Members 
Mr. A. G. H. Andersen, one of- ow new sus- 
taming members, has permitted us to quote from 
the letter he wrote us when he applied for mem- 
bership in the Association. 

“The accomplishments of the Association are impres- 
sive. As I read about the work of the Association and go 
through the titles of the books and publications spon- 
sored by it, I sense a body of tradition rich in achieve- 
ment, native American though of Norwegian origin. 

“Of this tradition I, like most who from Norway settled 
in the East during the last score of years, know very little. 
We stepped immediately from Norway to America, from 
one finished society into another with our major problem 
that of adjustment only. We became aware of churches, 
hospitals and other social organizations in our vicinity, 
built and maintained by Norwegian immigrants and their 
descendants. We had heard about the toil and hardships 
of the settlers who trekked west and their outstanding par- 
ticipation in the development of great Western regions. 
But I am sure few of us realize the mighty and fruitful 
efforts of the earlier immigrants in actually forming new 
social bodies on American soil and integrating them with 
the nation. Mee 

“Little have we realized that as we trickled in here we 
were part of that tradition in the sense that we were 
among the later flow of the long stream of Norwegian 
immigration, being impelled by variant phases of the 
same historic force activating the main stream. 

“Now I hope to be able gradually to acquaint myself 
in some measure, with that great tradition of Norwegian 
American life and its place in the nation’s fabric. As a 
beginning I anticipate with keen interest to read the pub- 
lications of the Norwegian American Historical Associa- 
tion as they appear.” 


From Many Lands 
From time to time in these columns we call attention 
to books which in one way or another draw from our pub- 
lications or records. While Louis Adamic’s From Many 


Lands (Harper;\1940) is silent on the Norwegian’ cle- © 
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ment in America, it does deal sympathetically with repre- 
sentatives of other national origins. It is probable that 
in another volume Adamic will utilize materials about 
the Norwegians collected in Minneapolis and Northfield 
during the summer of 1939. 


The Norwegian-American Historical 


Museum 
A Report by S. T. REQUE, Curator 

The following is a brief summary of information and 
report on the Norwegian-American Historical Museum for 
the years 1939 and 1940. 

The museum exhibits are on display in the main mu- 
seum building—the former Lutheran Publishing House; 
in the Luther College library; and in the out-door museum, 
the pioneer cabins, located on the Luther College campus. 

An inventory taken recently shows more than 10,000 
objects on display in the main museum building, and, in 
addition, more than 5,000 in the various depositories on 
the campus. : 

In the spring of 1939, the interior of the main museum 
building was improved materially in anticipation of the 
visit of their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Olav and 
Crown Princess Martha. During their visit they presented 
a collection of exhibits sponsored by thirty museums in 
Norway, a most interesting and valuable accession. 

Gifts to the number of 800 or more have been received 
during the two year period. 

A strenuous effort has been made to improve the display 
of the exhibits, and to protect them from deterioration. 

Many additional display cases, floor and wall cases, have 
been procured, most of them as gifts. 

Ninety or more glass cases are now in use, many of them 
large. 

Realy all exhibits have been relabeled in more legible 
type. 

The Greater Winneshiek County League and the local 
Relief Corps have recently donated valuable replicas and 
historical material. 

The collection of photographs of leaders of Norse de- 
scent is growing rapidly, and is a field that has valuable 
possibilities. 

The museum is always grateful for additional gifts por- 
traying Norse craftsmanship and the handiwork of the 
pioneer, which constitute the basis of the museum collec- 
tions. As is well known, many of the exhibits in this 
field, in the museum, cannot be duplicated. Recent gifts 
by individuals have been numerous and valuable. Space 
alone prevents an account in detail. 

Fine publicity has been accorded by The National Geo- 
graphic Magazine, by the Smithsonian Institution, by Dr. 
Theodore Blegen in his “Norwegian Migration to Amer- 
ica, the American Transition,’ by Prof. Arthur M. Schlesin- 
ger in “A History of American Life,’ by various daily and 
other newspapers, and publications. 

The Decorah Chamber of Commetce has in various ways 
been very helpful. 

An illustrated prospectus and a printed catalog of ex- 
hibits should be listed as among the needs of the museum. 
Likewise additional glass cases for better preservation of 
exhibits. 

During the two years 22,000 visitors were registered at 
the main museum and a considerable additional number 
visited the campus exhibits. 

The museum is open daily from 9:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M. from April to November, inclusive, with. attendants 
in charge. 


October, 1941 
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Association Adds Large bist of New Members 


The Association has enjoyed a very substantial increase in its membership, which now stands at a total of LOL 
The following are those who have joiried us during the current year: 


LIFE MEMBER 


Lajla Skartvedt Bees Minneap- 


olis, Minn. 


SUSTAINING MEMBERS 


A. G. H. Andersen, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

G. A. Ellestad, Rochester, N. Y. 

Anton Gronningseter, New York . 
City, ONY. 

Owen J. C. Norem, Northfield, Minn. 

Naurice Nesset, Glenview, Ill. 

S. E. Sonnichsen, Los Angeles, Calif. 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 


Inga Abrahamson, Northfield, Minn. 

Abe Abrams, Berthoud, Colo. 

Clara Amundson, Manitowoc, Wis. 

Geneva Amundson, Madison, Wis. 

Herbert D. Amundson, Winona, Minn. 

Ejde Anders, Poulsbo, Wash. 

Adolph Anderson, St. Paul, Minn. 

Archie M. Anderson 

E. R. Anderson, Elmore, Minn. 

H. L. Anderson, Highland, Wis. 

Harold M. Anderson, Wheaton, Minn. 

N. O. Anderson, Duluth, Minn. 

Odin Anderson, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

R. C. Angelbeck, Kohler, Wis. 

C. B. Arvesen, Cambridge, Minn. 

H. W. Arveson, Albert Lea, Minn. 

Ernest A. Asleson, St. Cloud, Minn. 

J. S. Aslakson, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Ray Aune, Rochester, Minn. 

Harry M. Ayers, Anniston, Ala. 

A. H. Arneson, Clarkfield, Minn. 

H. W. Babcock, Ft. Davis, Tex. 

Amelia Johnson Bakken, Decorah, Ia. 

Henry H. Bakken, Madison, Wis. 

Clarence A. Benson, Chicago, Ill. 

Elmer A. Benson, Appleton, Minn. 

Selmer Berg, Rockford, Ill. 

Selmer Berge, Fargo, N. 13): 

1By, 18) Bergesen, Ir, Drexel delilie eas 

J. Arnt Bergh, Northneld Minn. 

John-E, -Berch, Volga, S.D; 

Elizabeth Bestul, Merrill, Wis. 

Joran Birkeland, Washington, D. C. 

C. O. Birkelo, Detroit, Mich. 

Norman Bjornnes, Owatonna, Minn. 

Josephine Bjornson, Moorhead, Minn. 

Julius P. Blegen, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Esther V. Boe, Winona, Minn. 

Harold Boraas, Alfred, N. Y. 

Mrs. George Briggs, Whitehall, Wis. 

Lawrence Brynestad, Warren, Minn. 

Bratlie, O. M., Berthold, N. D. 

E. N. Branstad, Forest City, Ia. 

H. I. Burtness, Santa Barbara, Calif. 

George S. Bull, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

A. N. Brudvig, Clifford, N. D. 

Edvin Brye, Chicago, III. 

Dagmar Carlsen, Racine, Wis. 

Christian Stokstad, Santa Rosa, Calif. 

Christopher Aarthun, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Miss Louise Christiansen, Sheboygan, 


Wis. 
Victor E. Dahl, .Minneapolis,. Minn. 


Johan B. Dahlen, Palermo, N. D. 
Ruth Dahlgren, Stambaugh, Mich. 
F, K. Deinboll, Cleveland, Ohio 
Charles A. Dolan, Detroit, Mich. 
Julia Dragseth, San Francisco, Calif. 
Delmar L. Dyreson, San Francisco, 
Calif. 
Philip S. Dybvig, Northfield, Minn. 
S. C. Eastvold, Eau Claire, Wis. 
M. O. Eames, Forest City, Ia. 
Mrs. F. W. Ehman, Logan, Ia. 
Alvin C. Eide, Columbus, Ohio 
Bennett Ellefson, Emporium, Pa. 
Agnes Ellingsen, Moorhead, Minn. 
Lloyd Ellingson, Menomonie, Wis. 
E. O. Ellingson, Northfield, Minn. 
W. L. Ellickson, Britton, S.D. 
Emma M, Ellsworth, Omaha, Nebr. 
Agnes Elstad, Minneapolis, Minn. 
O. H. Eliason, Madison, Wis. 
June Engelstad, Aneta, N. D. 
T. C. Engum, St.’ Paul, Minn. 
J. Edward Erickson, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Mrs. Bertina Estrem, Atwater, Minn. 


Emil Estenson, Blooming Prairie, 
Minn. 

Nordis Felland, New York, N. Y. 

Anna Finseth, Portland, Ore. 

R. M. Fjeldstad, Thief River Falls, 
Minn. 

A. M. Foss, Minot, N. D. 

Mrs. Thea Foss, Northfield, Minn. 

Mildred Funnemark, Wesley, Ia. 

Mrs. Beulah K. Geiwitz, Minneota, 
Minn. 

L. O. Gjerde, Rugby, N. D. 

Norman Glendening, Arnold, Pa. 

C. M. Granskou, Sioux Falls, S. D. 

Ernest Gulsrud, Spokane, Wah. 

Ruth Gulsvig, Sunburg, Minn. 

Alfred Gunderson, Walker, Minn. 

Joseph R. Gunderson, Albert Lea, 
Minn. 

L. C. Gunderson, Madison, Wis. 

Robert Gustafson, St. Louis Park, 
Minn. 

H. T. Haagenson, Viroqua, Wis. 

Harold C. Hagen, Washington, D. C. 

R. A. Haatvedt, Decorah, Ia. 

Elizabeth Halvorsen, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Henry C. Halvorsen, Chicago, IIl. 

John V. Halvorson, Sunburg, Minn. 

Marley Halvorson, Chicago, Ill. 

Conrad Hansen, Elgin, Ill. 

Gudrun Hansen, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Alden Hanson, Faribault, Minn. 

A. E. Hanson, Brookings, S. D. 

Has. Hanson, Detroit, Mich. 

Lucy Hanson, Barnesville, Minn. 

Mendez N. Hanson, Madison, Wis. 

Rudolph Hanson, Albert Lea, Minn. 

T. C. L: Hanson, Holt, Minn. 

H. B. Hanson, Northfield, Minn. 

T. L. Harris, Morgantown, W. Va. 

Mrs. Helen Hanson Hartman, 
Hyatsville, Md. 

Hermina Hartig, Minneapolis, Minn. 

B. J. Hatlem, Adams, N. D 

A. I. Heggerston, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Thelma Heimarck, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Valborg Helseth, St. Paul, Minn. 
Anlaug M. Hendricksen, East 
McKeesport, .Pa. 


J.C. Herre, Berling, N. H. 

Mildred Henderson, Northfield, Minn. 

H. O. Hendrickson, Portland, Ore. 

O. A. Hjemboe, Strum, Wis. 

Hjalmer L. Hjermstad, Red Wing, 
Minn. 

Ulrik Hjermstad, Chicago, III. 

Grace Holstad, Northfield, Minn. 

Lester Holtan, Burbank, Calif. 

J. O. Holum, Westby, Wis. 

Owen H. Homme, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Howard Hong, Northfield, Minn. 

John A. Houkom, Ashland, Wis. 

Evelyn Hovdesven, Milwaukee, Wis. 

A. Marion Hove, Stoughton; Wis. 

Olaf A. Hougen, Madison, Wis. 

Sherman A. Hoslett, Decorah, Ia. 

Theo. Huggenvik, Northfield, Minn. 

P. A. Hustad, Danvers, Mont. 

Randolph O. Huus, Washington, D. C. 

Robert Hegland, Ames, Ia. 

Constance Idtse, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Lawrence H. Irgens, Fergus Falls, 
Minn. 

Carl H. Iverson, La Crosse, Wis. 

Mrs. Ralph Jacobs, Madison, Wis. 

Ed. C. Jacobson, Northfield, Minn. 

Myrtle Jensen, Bowling Green, O. 

C. C. A. Jensen, Northfield, Minn. 

Leif Jensen, Glencoe, IIl. 

Harold E. Jensen, St. Paul, Minn. 

Carroll M. Johnson, Lake Mills, Ia. 

Arthur S. Johnson, River Falls, Wis. 

A. Einar Johnson, Watertown S. D. 

Wilma Johnson, New Brunswick, N. J. 

Carroll Johnson, Forest Lake, Minn. 

Mrs. Walter B. Jones, Monaca, Pa. 

Harold Joraanstad, McGregor, N. D. 

Mrs. S. L. Kaldem, Red Wing, Minn. 

Ruby Karstad, Staples, Minn. 

E. Klaveness, St. Paul, Minn. 

Ellsworth Klemesrud, Osage, Ia. 

Erling Kloster, Eagle Grove, Ia. 

Marjorie M. Kimmerle, Boulder, Colo. 

Oscar Knutson, Warren, Minn. 

Evans Knutson, Adams, Minn. 

Alf T. Knudtzon, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Stanley Knutson, Rolette, N. D. 

A. M. Kolstad, Birmingham, Mich. 

C. J. Kvaase, St. Paul, Minn. 

Anne Kittilsbye, Decorah, Ia. 

Mrs. Debs T. Lake, Chatfield, Minn. 

Mrs. Selmer C. Larson, Cedar Falls, 
Ta. 

Henry Larson, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Erling Larsen, Northfield, Minn. 

G. J. Lee, Waterloo, Ia: 

Lester ‘C. Lee, Nakoma, Wis. 

H. N. Legreid, Madison, Wis. 

Robert Lepsoe, Trail, B. C., Canada 

Alvin Lien, Minneapolis, Minn. 

J. B. Lind, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Sherman Lindell, Newell, Ia. 

Harry Lippart, Madison, Wis. 

Howard Livedalen, Hatton, N. D. 

Joseph G. Loe, Perham, Minn. 

H. Lokensgard, Northfield, Minn. 

M. S. Lokensgard, Gainesville, Fla. 

Adelaid Lomen, Northfield, Minn. 

Rebecca Lostegaard, Frazee, Minn. 

H. J. Loftsgorden, Madison, Wis. 

‘Mrs. Alex Lowe, St. Paul, Minn. 

Robert G. Lunde, Lexington, Ky. 

A. Lundteigen, Kansas. City, Mo. 


Page Four 


L. R. Lunden, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Morten J. Luvaas, Meadville, Pa. 
Leo Maland, Frost, Minn. 

Carola Mathre, Estherville, Ia. 

Wm. McNelly, Haniantown, Ia. 

Einar Medal, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mrs. T. H. Megorden, Fosston, Minn. 
Borghild Mehlen, Cottage Grove, Ore. 
O. F. Mellby, Thief River Falls, Minn. 


Mrs. Hugh M. Miller, Coolidge, Ariz. 


Willis H. Miller, Hudson, Wis. 

N. Minne, Winona, Minn. 

S. M. Moe, Colfax, Wis. 

P. L. Mork, Hendricks, Minn. 

Arthur O. Mork, Madison, Minn. 

Victor Moen, Forest City, Ia. 

Geo. Mohn, Northfield, Minn. 

Otto Mostrom, Zumbrota, Minn. 

John Moses, Bismarck, N. D. 

K. Edwin Morreim, Albert Lea, Minn. 

C. L. Nasby, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Gerhard Brandt Naeseth, Stillwater, 
Okla. 

George Nelson, Mattoon, Ill. 

Frederick W. Nelson, Racine, Wis. 

Morton O. Nilssen, Decorah, Ia. 

Constance Norby, Hartford, Conn. 

Edward Nordby, Portland, N. D. 

A. E. Nordvold, Van Nuys, Calif. 

Joseph Norby, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Karl H. Nordgaard, Decorah, Ia. 

A. Nordaune, Hayward, Minn. 

H. H. Nordbye, Hills, Minn. 

S. T. Normann, Fergus Falls, Minn. 

Luther Noss, New Haven, Conn. 

Oscar E. Nybakken, Iowa City, Ia. 

©. S. Nygaard; Dupree, S. D. 

M. H. Oleson, San Antonio, Tex. 

B. Olness, Big Timber, Mont. 

George L. Olsen, High Point, N. C. 

Henry E. Olsen, Chicago, Ill. 

George Olsen, Chicago, Ill. 

Carl A. Olson, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Harland Olson, Mauston, Wis. 

Magnus Olson, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Merle S. Olson, Cannon Falls, Minn. 

Ole H. Olson, Olympia, Wash. 

Orren S. Olson, Northfield, Minn. 

Walter R. Olson, Fergus Falls, Minn. 

Edwin Olson, Kenyon, Minn. 

Stanley R. Olson, Chicago, III. 

Sverre N. Omdahl, Sedro Woolley, 
Wash. 
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Julius W. Opheim, Rochester, Minn. 
O. K. Omlie, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Magnhild Ordal, Hibbing, Minn. 
Gladys Ormseth, Forest City, Ia. 
James Ostroot, Lanesboro, Minn. 
Ibsen E. Ottem, Langdon, N. D. 
Rudolf Ottersen, Fargo, N. D. 

A, PP. Ousdal, Santa ‘Barbara, Calif. 
Carl J. Oxford, Detroit, Mich. 

Otis Odland, Stoughton, Wis. 


Sverre Pederson, Highland Park, Mich. 


Basil I. Peterson, Madison, Wis. 
Harlan O. Peterson, Viking, Minn. 
Jack Preus, Highland Park, IIl. 
Robert Preus, Highland Park, Ill. 
Agna C. Presthus, Wildrose, N. D. 


Mrs. Edward Quade, Gainesville, Tex. 


George Qualley, Highland, Wis. 
L. G. Rarig, Danville, Pa. 


Timon Rasmussen, Oconomowoc, Wis. 


Arnold Raugland, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Walter J. Rein, Richmond, Va. 

R. G. Reinertsen, Minneapolis, Minn. 

F, E. Ringham, University City, Mo. 

Olaf K. Risa, Chicago, Ill. 

Mrs. O. T. Rishoff, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Walter K. Reque, Breckenridge, 
Minn. 

E. B. Rocken, Zumbrota, Minn. 

H. P. Rognley, Hills, Minn. 

J. Magnus Rohne, Terrace, Minn. 

Alma Roisum, Berea, Ky. 

Carl J. Rollefson, Superior, Wis. 

Mrs. T. R. Ronning, Belview, Minn. 

Earl F. Ronneberg, Chicago, Ill. 

I. M. Kotto, Portland, N. D. 

Orville M. Running, Chicago, Il. 

O. A. Rusley, Lake Mills, Ia. 

S. L. Rugland, Mason City, Ia. 

Albert S. Ryland, Seattle, Wash. 

Sander Ryerson, Chicago, IIl. 

J. Sawyer, Madison, Wis. 

Walter Scarvie, Detroit, Mich. 

Theo. Schou, Beloit, Wis. 

Norman Selness, Mabel, Minn. 

Clifford Sellie, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Edward Shileny, Fort Atkinson, Ia. 

Halvor Shirley, Breckenridge, Minn. 

O. H. Shirley, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Irvin Simley, St. Paul, Minn. 

Godfrey Sivefson, Des Moines, Ia. 


TRIENNIAL MEETING 


October, 194]. 


J. W. Siverson, Hendricks, Minn. - 

Jens Sivertsen, Philadelphia, Pa. :* 

Arne Skaug, New York City, N. Y: 

J. Bjarne Skarbovick, Mexico D. F., 
Mexico 

Carsten Smeby, Holmen, Wis. 

Cora P. Sletten, Mankato, Minn. 

Beverly Sperati, Decorah, Ia. 

Carl Soyland, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

C. K. Solberg, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Tillman Sogge, Arlington, Va. 

Ole Stangeland, Chicago, Ill. 

Oscar T. Strand, Arcadia, Wis. 

E. I. Strom, Watson, Minn. 

J. A. O. Stub, Minneapolis, Minn. 

L. M.. Stavig, Northfield, Minn. 

B. O. Steffenson, Dodgeville, Wis. 

Kermit L. Stolen, Eau Claire, Wis. 

F, A. Strand, Madison, S. D. 

Svein Strand, Wallingford, Ia. 

Martha A. Sundby, Decorah, Ia. 

B. S. Sundal, Brookings, S. D. 

Lowell Swantz, West Allis, Wis. 

R. A. Syrdal, New York, N. Y. 

C. A. Swenson, Gary, Minn. 

Russell A. ‘Sherman, Luverne, Minn. 

O. E. Tendall, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Thomas Teisberg, Fergus Falls, Minn. 

H. E. Fhompson, Austin, Minn. 

Lloyd L. Thompson, Butte, Mont. 

Malvin Thompson, Towner, N. D. 

Edward Thorpe, Stamford, Conn. 

J. F. Thompson, New Richland, Minn. 

Thorwald Thorson, Forest City, Ia. 

Reuben Thorson, Kenilworth, Ill. 


E. A. Torgerson, Thief River Falls, 
Minn. Pe 

L. O. Torblaa, Grafton, N. D. 

Nie ee) Trygstad, New York City, 


C. Tyssen, Clifton, Tex. 

Geo. Ulen, Decorah, Ia. 

Hans Vesterdahl, Elizabeth, N. J. 
K. B. Vaaler, Colton, S. D. 

Oliver Wanglie, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Earl F. Weeks, Aurora, Ill. 

H. J. Wein, Winona, Minn. 
Severt Weum, Albert Lea, Minn. 
E. K. Wennerlund, Detroit, Mich. 
Nels Westby, Madison, Minn. 

Oliver L. N. Wigdahl, Mason City, Ia. 
Dagny Williams, Lead, S. D. 


The next regular Triennial Meeting of the Norwegian-American Historical Association will be held at the Leaming- 
ton Hotel in Minneapolis on Tuesday, January 6, 1942. Mr. O. I. Hertsgaard has been designated by the Executive Board 
to assist the Secretary in making the necessary arrangements. At this time we wish to report the following tentative out- 


line of meetings: 


10 o'clock A.M—Meeting of the Executive Board. 


6:30 o'clock P.M.—Dinner meeting. 


2 o'clock P.M—General meeting of all members. 


May we ask you to note this date on your calendar and arrange to be present at both afternoon and evening meetings. 


The Norwegian-American Historical Association 


Northfield, Minnesota 


Number Seventeen 
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FROM: TRE SECRETARY'S OFFIGE EO 
THE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 


KENNETH BJORK, Co-editor 


Thank You! 


As the members have sent in their 1942 membership 
dues, many have written letters of comment and appre- 
ciation which evidence a vital interest in the work of 
our Association. A number of them have given tangible 
expression to their interest by securing new members. 

We would like to charge every member with the re- 
sponsibility of securing a new member between now and 
the close of the year 1942. 
tion from now on will be given credit for the year 1943. 
This request is made to you who are reading this News 
- Letter. May we count on your fullest cooperation! 


Our Influence 


One of the most gratifying experiences for any histor- 
ical organization is the observation that its publications 
are having an influence in the writing of general Amer- 
ican history or fiction. From time to time we have called 
attention to specific instances in which the Association’s 
work has had such an influence. Recently the publica- 
tion of The Long Ships Passing, The Story of the Great 
Lakes, by Walter Havighurst, acknowledged the author's 
indebtedness to Knut Gjerset’s Norwegian Sailors on the 
Great Lakes. UHavighurst’s earlier work, Upper Masszs- 
sippi, in the Rivers of America series, also drew deeply 
from materials made available by the Association. 


A Legacy 
Before the death of Mr. Ola Johan Saervold of Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota, in 1937, he and his wife, Martha Saer- 


vold, drew up wills which were identical in terms, leaving | 


the residue of their estate to the Norwegian-American 
Historical Association. Upon the death of Mrs. Saervold 
on July 5, 1942, the Court appointed Mr. Jacob Stefferud 
of Minneapolis executor. The estate is now in the process 
of probate. Our last word from Mr. Stefferud indicates 
that the affairs of this estate will be closed at an early date, 
when the net proceeds will be turned over to our Treas- 
urer, Mr. Birger Osland. 


Archives In New Quarters 


The Norwegian-American historical collection and Ar- 
chives have now been housed in the beautiful new library 
building of St. Olaf College. The entire seventh floor of 
the stacks has been given over to this collection. In addi- 
tion, the College has designated a room as the Norwegian- 
American Historical Room which has already become the 
center for Norwegian-American cultural interests. The 
walls and the ceiling in the room have been finished in 
cypress; the floor is of Gothic oak. In designing the de- 


_ tails of the room, the architect made a study of Norwegian 
_. atchitecture during the period from the eleventh to the 
.. fourteenth century. The room is not a replica or copy 
_ ftom any particular building or hall but one immediately 
... senses that the architect has caught the spirit of these times 


Those who join the Associa- © 


and has successfully brought this out in the various details. 

Mrs. D. G. Ristad and her two sons have presented a 
beautiful painting, “The Last Furrow,’ by Sven Brendson, 
in memory of Rey. Ristad who was the first President of 
the Norwegian-American Historical Association. The 
friends of Professor O. E. Rélvaag have made possible 
securing the painting “September Evening in Lofoten” 
done by Carl Ouren. This painting has been placed in 
the Historical Room in memory of Mr. Rélvaag as the first 
Secretary of the Association. 


From the Archives 


During the past few months a great amount of material 
has been received for the Archives. A large number of 
gifts of individual books and documents has been sent to 
the Archives. In addition to these, special mention might 
be made of the Ola Johan Saervold Library which contained 
a little more than 700 volumes. Because of his extensive 
travels and many lectures, Mr. Saervold’s interests covered 
a broad area; consequently his papers and letters which 
were received in addition to his books are considered very 
valuable. 

On the invitation of Miss Karina Flugum of Lake Mills, 
Iowa, the Secretary was permitted to select from the library 
of her brother, the late O. N. Flugum, whatever books 
might be of value to the Archives. This gift amounted to 
373 volumes. 

Recently one of our members of long standing, Mr. 
Gustav Hanson of Canton, South Dakota, extended to us 
an invitation to look through his book collection. This 
will eventually come to the Archives and will be a valuable 
addition. Mr. Hanson has been an active participant in 
Norwegian-American male chorus work in this country. 
As a result he has gathered a splendid collection of “Mands- 
kotsange,” which he assures us will also become our prop- 
erty. 


Several leather-bound, beautifully embossed greetings to 
the Norwegian-Americans on the occasion of the Norse- 
American Centennial in 1925 have been turned over to the 
Archives by the two remaining members of the Board of 
Directors of the Centennial, Mr. S. H. Holstad, the manag- 
ing director, and Professor J. A. Holvik, the secretary. 
These greetings, in specially designed and hand-wrought 
editions, were sent by the following institutions and or- 
ganizations: 

Norges Storting og Regjering 

Det Kongelige Fredriks Universitet 

Det Kongelige Selskap for Norges Vel 

Nordmands Forbundet 

Norges Rederforbund 

Norsk Presseforbund 

Norges Landsforbund av Gutte og Ungdoms- 
musikkorps (stiftet 1918) 
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Members of the Association sooner or later will have to 
face many problems associated with the Archives. It might 
be well to repeat several recent statements pertinent to 
this subject. In A Review and a Challenge members were 
reminded that “One of the needs of the Association that 
must be met before many years have gone by is a ‘Guide 
to Norwegian-American Historical Records, giving de- 
tailed analytical information not only about the Norwe- 
gian-American Historical Association’s archives, but also 
about pertinent materials in other repositories throughout 
the country.” 


The late Laurence M. Larson, in his essay, “The Collec- 
tion and Preservation of Soutces,’ saw very clearly the 
needs of the Archives. “As members of this association,” 
he wrote, “we have certain serious duties from which we 
are not absolved by the payment of dues. . . it is the duty 
of every member, and, for that matter of everyone who is 
interested in the task that we have undertaken, to ex- 
amine his own treasures and to deposit in our archives 
any book, pamphlet, newspaper, journal, or other docu- 
ment that may in any way add to our knowledge of what 
Norwegians have done these hundred years in. the New 
World. This is a duty that he owes first of all to the race 
from which he has sprung; but he also owes it to our 
Association, as almost the only body thus far organized 
that has for its purpose the preservation of the memorials 
of the Norwegian people in this land.” 


“Much,” Professor Larson continued, “has been achieved 
in every field that lies within its [the Association's] pur- 
pose. Important books have been written and published; 
the archives have grown to respectable proportions. But 
these achievements must not blind us to the fact that our 
work has only just begun. It must be continued through- 
out the entire field of our history and much of this activity 
must in the future as in the past be concerned with the 
collection and preservation of sources.” 


The Norlie Norvegia-Americana 


It will undoubtedly be of interest to all the members of 
the N.A.H.A. to know that Dr. O. M. Norlie, who is at 
present archivist and classifier at the St. Olaf College Li- 
brary, has, over a period of many years, gathered what is 
possibly the largest collection of Norvegia-Americana to 
be found in this country. This collection has now been 
moved from Mr. Norlie’s private library building in 
Decorah to the library at St. Olaf College. The Norlie 
library consists of books, pamphlets, manuscripts, and let- 
ters. The total number of titles aggregates fifty thousand. 
When once this collection has been classified and cataloged, 
it will become one of the important sources of information 
in its field. 

Together with the rapidly-growing collections of the 
Norwegian-American Historical Association and the St. 
Olaf College archives, the Norlie Library will greatly aid in 
making St. Olaf College a center of Norwegian-American 
study. 


Officers and Boards of the Association 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Olaf Halvorson, Huntington Park, California, 
President 

L. W. Boe, Northfield, Minnesota, Vice-President 

Arthur Andersen, Chicago, Illinois, Vice-President 
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J. Jorgen Thompson, Northfield, Minnesota, Secretary 
Birger Osland, Chicago, Illinois, Treasurer 

S. J. Arnesen, Brooklyn, New York 

Frederic Schaefer, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

A. N. Rygg, Brooklyn, New York 

David T. Nelson, Decorah, Iowa 


BOARD OF FINANCE 
T. Stabo, Decorah, Iowa 
O. M. Oleson, Fort Dodge, Iowa 
Theodore Wold, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


BOARD OF EDITORS 
Theodore C. Blegen, St. Paul, Minnesota, Managing 
Editor 
Paul Knaplund, Madison, Wisconsin 
Carlton Qualey, Annandale-on-Hudson, New York 
Einar Haugen, Madison, Wisconsin 
Kenneth Bjork, Northfield, Minnesota 


BOARD OF ARCHIVES 
Agnes Larson, Northfield, Minnesota 
Karen Larsen, Northfield, Minnesota 
Jacob Hodnefield, St. Paul, Minnesota 
John Frohlin, Bayonne, New Jersey 


LOCAL VICE-PRESIDENTS 
C. Martin Alsager, Chicago, Illinois 
Axel Arneson, Fort Worth, Texas 
J. N. Brown, Moorhead, Minnesota 
G. M. Bruce, St. Paul, Minnesota 
O. I. Hertsgaard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Frida Bue-Homnes, Crosby, North Dakota 
B. L. Wick, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Charles E. Larsen, Brooklyn, New York 
Helmer Blegen, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
Christine Haugen, Seattle, Washington 
J. M. Johnson, Chicago, Illinois 
Gustave G. Martin, Pacific Palisades, California 
Carl Soyland, Brooklyn, New York 
Arne Williamson, Chicago, Illinois 


The Index 


It will be recalled that in A Review and a Challenge 
the suggestion was made that we should prepare an index 
of Studies and Records. Dr. Blegen recently arranged 
with Mr. Alf Houkom, librarian at St. Olaf College, for 
the indexing of the first ten volumes of the series. Mr. 
Houkom informs us that he has completed about one- 
half of this valuable work. Members will be surprised at 
the volume of interesting and worthwhile information 
that has accumulated in Studies and Records. 


Our Twenty-Fifth Volume 
The Editorial Board of the Association is putting the 
finishing touches on the twenty-fifth volume to be pub- 
lished since the Norwegian-American Historical Associa- 
tion was organized in 1925. 


Members of the Association will soon receive a copy 
of the thirteenth volume of Studies and Records, accord- 
ing to our Managing Editor, Dean Theodore C. Blegen. 

One of the principal contributions to be included in the 
forthcoming volume is a reminiscent account of “Pio- 
neers in Dakota Territory, 1879-1889,” told by Carl M. 
Grimstad and edited by Professor Henry H. Bakken of 
the University of Wisconsin. This account, condensed 
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from a lengthy manuscript of memoirs, is one of the most 
vivid descriptions of Dakota pioneering that has yet come 
to light. It tells of travel, land claims, prairie customs, 
the founding of social and pioneer leaders, and many 
other aspects of the frontier, all related in the first person 
by a man who was himself a pioneer in the period de- 
scribed and who retained a vivid and lively memory of 
what he observed and experienced. 


Another article in the volume is “Memories from Little 
Iowa Parsonage,’ by Caroline Mathilde Koren Naeseth 
(Mrs. C. A. Naeseth), a daughter of Dr. Ulrik Vilhelm 
Koren. It was translated from the Norwegian by Profes- 
sor Henriette C. K. Naeseth of Augustana College. 


Dr. P. M. Glasoe has contributed an essay on “A 
Singing Church,” in which he tells of the place of choir 
and congregational singing among the Norwegians in 
America. 

A long and interesting “America letter” sent to Norway 
from Wisconsin in 1868 has been translated and edited 
by Professor C. A. Clausen under the title “A Norwegian 
Schoolmaster Looks at America.” 


Dr. A. N. Rygg of Brooklyn contributes an account of 
a pioneer Norwegian settlement in Missouri founded 
nearly a hundred years ago, a chapter in immigrant history 
that is little known. 

Other important papers will be included in the volume, 
but details about these articles can not yet be announced. 
The volume as a whole promises to be one of the most 
colorful and valuable in the entire series of Studies and 
Records. 


eI ESOS 


Many people the country over were saddened by the 
recent death of R. A. Nestos, regional Vice-President of 
the Association and former governor of North Dakota. 
After a considerable period of failing health, the promi- 
nent attorney died in a Minot hospital on July 15, the 
victim of a stroke. His interest in our activities and his 
never-failing good humor will not be forgotten, and his 
loyal work will be missed in the years that lie ahead. 


Nestos’s life story is the peculiarly American story of 
the poor immigrant boy who became governor by dint of 
sheer ability and character. He was born in Voss, Nor- 
way, the home of so many prominent Americans, on 
April 12, 1877. His father was a small farmer and lay 
preacher who enjoyed a local reputation as an orator. 
His mother, who devoted herself unselfishly to her ten 
children, instilled in her son a sense of right and a sim- 
ple nobility of character that were to remain with him 
to the end. Nestos’s early education consisted of about 
three months’ schooling each year, and instruction was 
mostly in Bible history and Luther's Catechism. 


The desire for more adequate educational opportunity 
offers the answer to the question why Nestos came to 
America. He had heard that here one could study and 
work at the same time, thereby acquiring the same thor- 
ough training available to the financially more fortunate 
youth. He had reached only the fifth grade in Voss when 
he left for the United States on a ticket sent to him in the 
form of a loan by an uncle in Buxton, North Dakota. 
He was sixteen years of age and he traveled steerage. 

Arriving in Philadelphia in July, 1893, knowing no 
English and with only eighty-five cents remaining of his 
modest travel fund, he set out on the four-day train ride 
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to Dakota. His first experiences in the wheat country 
were with the panic of 1893 and the depression that fol- 
lowed. Despite hard times, however, he managed to 
earn his board by doing chores and on Saturdays he 
worked in his uncle’s harness shop. As might be ex- 
pected, he entered the first grade of the Buxton public 
school in the fall of the year. The friendly interest of 
the school’s superintendent led to extra instruction neces- 
sitated by the boy’s poor command of English. His talents 
as aN Orator were first shown in the school’s debating so- 
ciety. In later life Nestos was famed for his command 
of English, colored by a slight accent, and his forceful- 
ness as a speaker. 


Nestos’s subsequent experiences included farm work, a 
period in the lumber camps at Hawkins, Wisconsin, vari- 
ous jobs in Minneapolis, school teaching, and graduation 
from the normal school at Mayville, North Dakota. Dur- 
ing vacations of his college years he worked on farms, 
kept books, and peddled goods. During the school term 
he also worked at various jobs and, together with several 
other young men, rented a room and cooked his own 
meals. His faith in America was justified. 


For a short time after graduation it seemed that Nestos 
might turn to farming; in the summer of 1900 he filed 
on a homestead in Pierce County, but in the fall of the 
same year he enrolled at the University of Wisconsin, 
from which institution he was graduated in 1902. His 


‘extracurricular work included the starting of a literary 


society known as Olympia and vigorous participation in 
debate. During the school year he waited on table, col- 
lected laundry, and did other work; summers were given 
to the sale of books in southern Wisconsin and northern 
Illinois. His experiences thus far—in Dakota; Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, and Illinois—gave him a wonderful opportun- 
ity to study at first hand the problems of an immigrant 
group and he became thoroughly identified with the 
Norwegian element in America. 


Following his graduation from Wisconsin University 
he enrolled in the law school at the University of North 
Dakota, graduating two years later. Admitted to the bar, 
he immediately entered a law partnership with C. A. 
Johnson in Minot. He remained a resident of this city 
until his death in 1942. 


Nestos’s long political career began with the state cam- 
paigns of 1908 and 1910, at which time he was asked to 
enter the race for lieutenant governor. Powerful inter- 
ests dangled this tempting offer before his eyes, but on 
one important condition: he must desert his law partner 
or at least refrain from supporting him. Flatly refusing 
the offer, Nestos supported Johnson’s campaign for gover- 
nor, losing by a close decision. Nestos was himself elected 
state's attorney of Ward County in 1912 and in this po- 
sition won a reputation as an enforcer of the law. In 
1908 he also began an active work as a member of the 
North Dakota Tax Association. In 1911, as a member of 
the state legislature, he sponsored the tax commission 
law and other similar legislation. He also served as 


chairman of the house committee on taxes and tax laws. 
In 1920 he lost out as a candidate for governor; after his 
defeat he campaigned lustily for his former opponent. The 
election over, he visited his parents in Norway, and be- 
cause of the speed with which he was forced to return to 
the political arena—he came back again in steerage on 
a crowded ship. 
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The cause of his hurried return trip was a strong po- 
litical reaction against what many considered the “social- 
istic’ expetimentation of the past six years. Lynn Ip 
Frazier, Nonpartisan League governor, was recalled from 
office—the first in our history to be so honored. Nestos 
was chosen to run for governor in October, 1921, and he 
received the support of the Independent Voters Association 
(IVA). Successful in the campaign, Nestos was the first 
governor to be elected in a recall election. But—as so 
often happens in political life—he was soon forced to 
administer the very thing he had been elected to curtail. 
The constitutional amendments ‘and. initiative measures 
proposed by the IVA, to make possible the program of 
_ retrenchment and curtailment, were all defeated. Nestos 
was reelected to a full term in 1922 and was defeated in 
a Close election for the governorship by A. G. Sorlie, 
Nonpartisan candidate, in 1924. 


What were the highlights of Nestos’s term in office? 
He introduced a number of salutary changes in the ad- 
ministration of the Bank of North Dakota and instituted 
a number of general economies. He was able to announce 
that the state had been admitted to the national “regis- 
tration area,” by complying with certain standards con- 
cerning the registration of vital statistics. For the first 
time North Dakota got a full-time health officer. He is 
also reputed to have done much to build up understand- 
ing between the East and the Northwest. His striking 
appearance and fluent oratory created a notable impres- 
sion in New York in November, 1923, when he delivered 
the chief address at the 165th annual banquet of the 
Chamber of Commerce in that city and made a strong 
plea for understanding. 


In later years Nestos engaged in politics on a national 
scale, campaigning’ in numerous states for the Republican 
ticket during the years 1928, 1932, and 1936. He was 
elected a delegate to the national Republican convention 
of 1932 in Chicago and was a member of the committee 
on resolutions atid“also. of the committee that drafted the 
platform adopted by the convention. 


Important though -his political career may seem, his 
activity in the broader nonpolitical field of human tela- 
tions was even greater. He was one of the leading lay 
figures in the work of the Norwegian Lutheran Church of 
America, taking a special interest in the work with young 
people in the capacity of teacher and superintendent of 
Sunday school. He was also a member of the church’s 
national board of education, and he served on the national 
council of the YMCA as well as the state executive com- 
mittee of the same organization. For many years he 
crusaded against illiteracy and served as a member of the 
national advisory committee on illiteracy that was ap- 
pointed by President Hoover. A keen student of inter- 
national affairs, he spent some time in 1925 at Geneva 
attending sessions of the League’s assembly. Locally he 
played an important part in getting the state normal 
school at Minot and in starting the city library. He 
served for thirty years on the city library board and was 
president of the state library association. 
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Already long, this list does not include all of his many 
activities. Perhaps had he been asked which gave him 
the greatest pleasure, he would have answered, his work 
with the Boy Scouts. Unmarried, he gave much of his 
spare time to the boys in his community. Beginning on a 
small local scale, his work soon grew to national and in- 
ternational proportions. He became a member of the 
Boy Scout national council and of the national committee 
on rural scouting. In May of this year he was given 
the Silver Buffalo award and citation for distinguished 
service by the national council—an award reserved for 
Outstanding service to scouting in the national or inter- 
national fields. It was characteristic of Nestos that his 
particular contribution should be with the less fortunate 
boys. The citation reads in part: 


“He organized the first intensive demonstration on the 
use of neighborhood patrols as an effective medium for 
serving isolated groups of rural boys. He developed dem- 
Onstration districts which later served as a model for the 
extension of rural scouting throughout the United States. 

“He established a correspondence course in scouting, 
to provide effective training for leaders unable to attend 
council-conducted training courses which provided the 
basic pattern for the correspondence training and assisted. 
in making effective a plan of cooperation between the 
American Federation of Lutheran Brotherhoods and the 
Boy Scouts of America.” 


Looking back on his career, one realizes that whatever 
the activity, his purpose in all cases was the same—to 
achieve what Nestos considered to be honest and worth- 
while. One looks in vain over the list of political figures 
in the Northwest for a person with loftier ideals or finer 
character. When he retired from political life in a period 
characterized by a bitterness and viciousness rarely equalled, 
he enjoyed the respect even of his strongest enemies. It 
can be said of him that he bore no malice and sought no 
personal gain. His simple honesty and quiet dignity will 
long be remembered in Dakota circles. 


One might be tempted to assume that with Nestos—as 
with many idealists—all activity was a struggle of good 
against evil, right against wrong, but such was not the 
case. While he retained a low opinion of the character 
of some of his political rivals, he never failed to grasp the 
broad impersonal forces that led to the Nonpartisan and 
other movements. In a conversation with the writer only 
a few weeks before his death, Nestos discussed the Non- 
partisan League with remarkable objectivity and saw it 
simply as a part of a wider agrarian tendency, which in 
turn was the result of conditions—social and economic 
—that were inherent in America’s growth. | 


This ability to take the long-time view, plus his strong 
feeling of racial loyalty, had much to do with his support 
of the Association. Along in the work from its start, he 
was an active regional Vice-President. Not a few of the 
members in the Minot area have joined as a result of his 
enthusiasm and the prestige of his name. A true friend 
and splendid representative of the stock from which he 
came, he leaves many to mourn his loss. ' —K. B. 
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The President's Letter 


At the Executive Board meeting of the Norwegian- 
American Historical Association recently held in Chicago 
it was suggested that we should broaden our field of interest 
in a very definite way, and so it was decided that our next 
research problem should deal with Norwegians on the 
West Coast. | 


Mr. Axel Waerenskjold of Piedmont, California, an 
eminent engineer and inventor, has been secured as Vice- 
president. Mr. Waerenskjold is a well-known philan- 
thropist interested in the history, literature, and art as 
well as in other traditions of Norway. Having lived here 
upwards of fifty years, he has grown up with the early set- 
tlers of the West, both Norwegians and others. He will 
be of great assistance to anyone coming out here to write 
an account of the early Norwegian settlers. 


We have a very efficient corps of editors with Dr. 
Theodore Blegen, Dean of the Graduate School of the 
University of Minnesota, as managing editor; Paul Knap 
lund of Madison, Wisconsin; C. C. Qualey of New York; 
Einar Haugen of Madison, Wisconsin, and Kenneth 


Bjork, Northfield, Minnesota, as associate editors. The 


history of Norwegians of the Middle West has been well 
taken care of by Dr. Blegen and his associates in twenty- 
five well written and interesting volumes published dur- 
ing the last seventeen years. Thus we have a very fine 
record of our early settlers, schools, and other institutions 
of culture started in the Middle West. 


In the East we have the excellent work of Dr. A. N. 
Rygg, who has written a splendid account of the early set- 
tlers of New York from 1825 to 1925. 


Now it is up to us on the West Coast to have recorded 
the stories of the early settlers of the Pacific Coast. Let 
us try to find some one in the West who could write a 
sympathetic and interesting account of the early settlers 
of California, Oregon, Washington, and Alaska. If this 
could be done at an early date, it certainly would contrib- 
ute and create much interest in our people who made early 
settlements in these states. What a fund of interesting 
knowledge to our future historians would not that be to 
draw from for the cultural and spiritual development of 
the early Norwegian settlers. 


_ The sooner we can get started on this work, the better 
it will be, because so many of the early Norwegian set- 
tlers are dying off rather fast, and the wealth of knowl- 


edge they possess will be lost for all time. Already much “” 
of it has been irretrievably lost as so many of our early \ 


pioneers have passed away. ‘Therefore let us get started, 
so we shall not lose more of the valuable information 
which seems to pass out with the demise of the old set- 
tlers. 


Some of us with the heart and interest in this work have 
contributed considerable money for this purpose. Others 
have helped in various ways to get this work under way. 


Much interest in the undertaking has been created at 
the University of Washington, Seattle. Now the question 
is, how can we, lay-people, help in making this a success? 
We can help by becoming paying members of the Nor- 
wegian-American Historical Association. We have three 
kinds of membership. First, we may become Life mem- 
bers by paying $100.00, which entitles the holder of such 
membership to a copy of all the books published by the 
association. Second, by paying $10.00 a year, a person 
can obtain all the books published during the year he holds 
such membership. The third kind of membership costs 
$2.00 a year and entitles the member to one copy of the 
Norwegian-American Studies and Records. . 


Volume thirteen of Studies and Records, recently pub- 
lished, contains many interesting accounts of the pioneers 
of the West. For instance, “Pioneering on the Pacific 
Coast” by John Stotseth is an excellent account of the 
early settlements of Paulsbo, Washington. Besides this, 
Volume thirteen contains many interesting stories of vari- 
ous settlements of the West. There are also two well 
written articles by Dr. Halvdan Koht, “The Norwegians 
in America” and “Notes and Documents, Norway, Maine.” 


Now we on the Pacific Coast who are interested in this 
work should try to stimulate interest in our Association by 
trying to get more members who are willing to contribute 
time and energy or both for the purpose of getting this 
work started at an early date. Each one of us should do 
our utmost to get more paying members so we can obtain 
more funds to carry on the work and get an early start on 
this very important task. The more members we obtain 
the better the work that can be done for posterity. 


It has been estimated it will cost upwards of $10,000.00 
to gather material for this and have it published in book 
form. We have a promise of about $5,000, so let each of 
us put the shoulder to the wheel and do our best to raise 
the remaining $5,000.00. If we could get 2500 new mem- 
bers we would have $5,000.00. Think what that would 
mean to Out organization. Money, membership, and new 
blood will carry the program. 

OLAF HALVORSON 


OO 
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From the Treasurer 


Yesterday, our président, Olaf Halvorson, from Hunt- 
ington Park, California, was a guest at my home. We are 
both directors of Norwegian Relief, Inc., which had a di- 
rectors’ meeting in Chicago the same day. Mr. Halvor- 
son is enthusiastic about the latest undertaking of our 
Association, to write the history of the Norwegian settle- 
ments on the Pacific Coast and in Alaska. He wants cul- 
turally interested Norwegians on the Pacific Coast and in 
Alaska to have the distinction of financing this project 
which Dr. Blegen says will take about three years of re- 
search and study. 


Halvorson is a practical leader and not a dreamer. 
When we met he handed me a check of $1,000.00 to 
start the work, adding in his quiet manner, “When I 
have harvested my walnut grove, I think I will be able 
to send you another check.” 


This transaction, like others of similar nature, was to 
be a deep secret between him and me. I told him, how- 
ever, that my duties as treasurer transcended any per- 
sonal wishes on his part, and that I considered it my duty 
to publish these facts as a good example to others.. 


Halvorson used to be a high school teacher in Arizona 
and later a teacher of Spanish in the high schools of 
Los Angeles. Several years ago he retired from active 
school work and turned his talents to growing Sunkist 
oranges and walnuts. But he keeps alive and strong his 
cultural interests which are manifold and extensive. One 
of his sons, Dr. Homer Halvorson, is librarian at Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md. 


BIRGER OSLUND 


Our Managing Editor 


At the request of the War Department our Managing 
Editor, Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, has been granted leave 
of absence by the University of Minnesota, where he is 
Dean of the Graduate School, to take over the position of 
Director of the Historical Service Board. This new ap- 
pointment is a full time job which will keep him very 
busy. It has necessitated his moving to Washington, D.C. 
He hopes to secure the necessary assistance to carry on the 
editorial work of the Association under his guidance in 
an advisory capacity. It is his intention to have the work 
go on with as little interruption as possible. 


We are happy to know that Dr. Blegen has been given 
an Opportunity to render his capable services in this very 
important task. The Executive Board and the members 
of the Association promise him the fullest cooperation. 


A Favorable Acknowledgement 


In a letter to a member of the Executive Board Dr. 
Blegen writes: “You will be interested to know that I 
have been invited to speak to the Polish Institute of Arts 
and Sciences on the work of the Norwegian-American His- 
torical Association. The meeting will be held in New York 
on December 30 or 31 at the headquarters of the Institute, 
37 E. 36th St. I am not doing any speaking these days, 
but here I shall make an exception. I shall speak at that 
New York meeting. I thought you would be interested in 
knowing that the Poles are eager to hear about our work. 
The letter that came to me from Meicislaus Haiman said, 
‘I greatly admire the work of the Norwegian-American 
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Historical Association and consider it the best and most 
efficient of all such historical societies.’ ” 


Future Publications 


At the last meeting of the Executive Board Dr. Blegen, 
the Managing Editor, touched upon the following very 
interesting items in his report. 


Dr. Bjork’s study of the Norwegian engineers in Amer- 
ica is progressing satisfactorily. 


Reminiscences by Birger Osland is practically ready 
for publication. 


Material for Studies and Records, Vol. XIV, is ac- 
cumulating. 


Professor Alf Houkom, Librarian at St. Olaf College, is 
making an index of Studies and Records, Vol I to X. 
This work is nearing completion. 


The Managing Editor then dwelt upon the next re- 
search problem of the Association and suggested that this 
be a study of the Norwegian element on the Pacific Coast. 
The Board passed a resolution authorizing the Managing 
Editor to make plans for such a study and its eventual 
publication. In a preliminary way it was estimated that 
the cost of such a research project and the publication of 
the study would aggregate about $10,000.00. 


Olaf E. Ray 


On October 28 death claimed one of our very active 
members, Attorney Olaf E. Ray of Chicago, Illinois. Mr. 
Ray, who was a native of Norway, came to Chicago in 
1881 where he continued his education and was admitted 
to the bar in 1890. Prior to taking up his law practice 
he taught in the Chicago public schools. Mr. Ray was 
active in social and political organizations. He was the 
senior member of the Nordic Law Club. 


Attorney Ray’s interest in our Association was very real. 
Last May he sent us a memorial membership commemo- 
rating the achievements of Mr. Andrew Furuseth and in 
1926 he honored Mr. Marcus Thrane in the same man- 
ner. He was himself a Life member. He also gave some 
valuable books and archival material to our Archives and 
Historical Collection. 


May We Have Your Pamphlets? 


Pamphlets are paper-covered books. They are usually 
small, and ate the most ephemeral of writings, existing 


only for a day, and then going into the waste basket. 


They ate as much of a nuisance and eyesore to the aver- 
age librarian as to the housewife, for they are so hard to 
handle. They do not stand up on the shelves. They sel- 
dom seem important enough to save. Sometimes they 
are put into pamphlet boxes, and possibly a bunch of 
them are bound together. But as a rule they are not ac- 
cessioned, not classified, not cataloged, not even kept. In 
the drive for waste paper conducted by the U. S. about a 
year ago, millions and billions of pamphlets which some- 
how had been saved on some top shelf, or some box in 
the attic, were sent to the scrap pile and constituted a 
national calamity. 


The reason for publishing pamphlets is that they are 
cheap, and for that reason, too, they will always be with 
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us. Their future from the viewpoint of publication is 
bright but from the viewpoint of preservation is dark 
indeed. At St. Olaf College, both in the Historical So- 
ciety library and elsewhere, we have great respect for the 
pamphlet material, and we shall try to handle it as care- 
fully as we do the bound books that come our way. So we 
ask you to let us have your pamphlets if you can spare 
them. Do not throw them away. Send them to us. If we 
have duplicates, or get duplicates, we can alway find some 
one who would like to trade with us. We shall not de- 
stroy them. 

Most of the earlier books, for example, were pamphlets. 
This is true of early Norwegian-Americana in which this 
Norwegian-American Historical Association is parictularly 
interested. The earliest books about Norwegians in Am- 
etica and by them were published abroad, in pamphlet 
form. Some of these selections include Ole Rynning’s 
Sandfardig Beretning, 1838, Christiana; Ole Nattestad’s 
Dagbog, 1839, Drammen; Peter Testman’s Kort Beskriv- 
else, 1939, Stavanger; Sjur Haalim’s Oplysninger om For- 
holdene + Nord-Amerika, 1842, Christiania; J. R. Reier- 
son’s Veiiser, 1844, Christiania; J. W. C. Dietrichson’s 
Reise blandt de Norske Emigranter, 1846, Stavanger; L. 
I. Fribert’s Haandbog for Emigranter, 1847, Christiania; 
A. Lévenskjold’s Beretning om de Norske Setilere 1 Nord- 
amerika, 1848, C. Wulfsberg’s Beretning om California og 
dets Guldrigdom, 1849, Christiania; A. Budde’s Af et Brev 
om Amerika, 1850, Stavanger; T. A. Schytte’s Vagledning 
for Emigranter, 1849, Stockholm; L. Risum’s Guldtorsten 
eller California-feberen, 1852, Arendal; H. T. Steene’s Be- 
veining om en Tre-Aars Reise 1 Amerika, 1854, Stavanger; 
and no doubt many others. If you have a copy of any of 
these pamphlets, please send it to us without delay. We 
shall save them. 

And, please note, we want especially all pamphlet lit- 
erature published by and about Norwegians in this coun- 
try, beginning with the Cathechism that Elling Eielsen 
had published in New York in 1841. Look over your 
store and see what you have. Never despise a pamphlet 
because of its few pages or shabby appearance. Judge not 
by the appearance. Send them to us, and we will take 
good care of them for students and researchers to appraise. 
What do we want? Anything and everything that is un- 
bound. Tracts? Yes. Catalogs? Yes. Reports? Yes. Dis 
cussions of religious, political, economic, social topics? 
Yes. Stories and poems? Yes. Biographies, anniversary 
histories and programs? Yes. Advertising pamphlets? 
Yes. Telephone books? Yes. Speeches by congressmen 
and senators, by preachers and others, in pamphlet form? 
Yes. And so on. Let us have your pamphlets. 

O. M. NoRLIE 


Wanted 


Below is a list of the books written by Hjalmar Hjort 
Boyesen (1848-1895) which we do not have in the col- 
lections. Boyesen was, perhaps, the first Norwegian-Ameri- 
can author and he did all of his work in the English lan- 


guage. 
Novels— 


Gunnar, 1874 
Falconberg, 1879 
Queen Titania, 1881 


A Daughter of the Philistines, 1883 
The Light of Her Countenance, 1889 
Against Heavy Odds, 1890 

A Fearless Trio, 1890 

A Golden Calf, 1892 


Stories— 


Tales from Two Hemispheres, 1876 
Vagabond Tales, 1889 
Norseland Tales, 1894 


Juvenile— 


The Modern Vikings, 1887 
Boyhood in Norway, 1892 


Miscellaneous— 


Goethe and Schiller, 1879 

Idyls of Norway, 1882 

The Story of Norway, 1886 

Commentary on the Writing of Henrik Ibsen, 1894 
Literary and Social Silhouettes, 1894 

Essays on Scandinavian Literature, 1895 


Articles about Boyesen iz 


Dial, December 1, 1895 

Open Court, February 13, 1896 

Sewanee Review, May, 1896 

Sunday News-Tribune (Detroit), April 8, 1894 


Copies of these magazines would be greatly appreciated. 
* K KK 


Thorstein Bunde Veblen (1857-1929) was recognized as 
an outstanding scholar and thinker in the field of economics. 
Copies of his books are wanted to fill in the gaps in our 
collection. His principal works are listed below: 

The Theory of the Leisure Class, 1899 

The Theory of Business Enterprise, 1904 

The Blond Race and the Aryan Culture, 1913 

The Instinct of Workmanship, 1914 

Imperial Germany and the Industrial Revolution, 1915 


An Inquiry Into the Nature of Peace and the Terms of 
Its Perpetuation, 1917 


The Higher Learning in America, 1918 


...Ihe Vested Interests and the State of the Industrial 
Arts, 1919 

The Place of Science in Modern Civilization and Other 
ESSGy SOUS) 

The Engineers and the Price System, 1921 

Absentee Ownership and Business Enterprise in Recent 
Times, 1923 

Essays in Our Changing Order, 1934 

What Veblen Taught (selected writings) 1936 


Books about Veblen— 


Dorfman, J., Thorstein Veblen and His America 
Hobson, J .A., Veblen 

Homan, P. T., Contemporary Economic Thought 
Teggert, R. V., Thorstein Veblen 


Books donated to the Association should be sent to the 
Secretary, J. Jorgen Thompson, Northfield, Minnesota. 
ALF HOUKOM 
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IUD, 
Andrew Furuseth Memorial Life Mem- 
bership. 
Peter M. Sivertsen, Greenwich, Conn. 
SUSTAINING 


Agnes Alness, St. Paul, Minn. 
C. J. Gunderson, East Stanwood, Wash. 


Harriet Marie Hustvedt, Highwood, III. 


Peter Myrvold, San Francisco, Calif. 
Aksel Waerenskjold, Pieldmont, Calif. 
E. M. Soreng, Chicago, IIl. 


ASSOCIATE 


Arlow Andersen, San Antonio, Tex. 
James B. Anderson, Forest City, Ia. 


Lt. (jg) Sigurd Anderson, Bremerton, 
ash, 


Sverre Arestad, Seattle, Wash. 

Mrs. E. Bergsagel, Poulsbo, Wash. 
Benita Bersagel, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Valborg E. Bestul, Ann Arbor, Mich. 


Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, 
Minn. 


Katharina Blilie, Brookings, S. D. 
J. L. Bolstad, Norwich, N. D. 

A. P. Brende, Shelby, Mont. 

P. O. Bugge, Bisbee, N. D. 


Anna B. Cameron, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Bjarne Dundas, San Jose, Calif. 

Selma Edlund, Beverly Hills, Calif. 
Jens A. Erickson, Breckenridge, Minn. 
Wilhelm Erickson, Minot, N. D. 

Helge Five, Great Neck, R. I. 

H. L. Foss, Seattle, Wash. 

Christofer Fotland, San Pedro, Calif. 
Alfred Gabrielson, Redlands, Calif. 

H. A. Hagestad, River Falls, Wis. 
Fred A. Hanse, Spencer, Ia. 


Burton S. Hanson, Grand Haven, Mich. 


Fredrik Haslund, New York, N. Y. 

Rolf B. Haugen, Portland, Me. 

Brynhild Haugland, Minot, N. D. 

Oscar Hellestad, Eureka, Kans. 

Theo. Holm, New York, N. Y. 

Frances M. Hov, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Julius Hovelsrud, St. Paul, Minn. 

Carl L. Johnson, Pittsfield, Mass. 

Emma C. Johnson, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Sivert Klefstad, Chicago, IIl. 

Bernhardt J. Kleven, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Erland Kummen, Preston, Minn. 

Haldo P. Kvernmo, Hendricks, Minn. 

D. M. Langve, Westby, Wis. 

Christ T. Larsen, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Claus Magnusen, New York, N. Y. 

Katherine M. Michaelsen, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Lillie Moen, Duluth, Minn. 

Lawrence Molsather, St. Paul, Minn. 

E. N. Nordgaard, Glenwood, Minn. 

R. A. Ofstedal, Seattle, Wash. 

S. A. Olsness, Sheyenne, N. D. 

C. O. Pedersen, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

S. G. Reinertsen, Moorhead, Minn. 

H. M. Ringman, Everett, Wash. 

Alvin N. Rogness, Mason City, Ia. 

Soren Reinestad, Oakland, Calif. 

Oscar C. Ronken, Rochester, Minn. 

H. R. Rovelstad, Elgin, Ill. 

A. J. Sandness, LaMoure, N. D. 

Leif O. Selbak, Duluth, Minn. 

H. A. B. Sneve, Sausalito, Calif. 

Emory C. Skarshaug, Waukesha, Wis. 

Morgan Solvsberg, Sioux City, Ia. 

Olaf S. Soreson, Eagle Rock, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

Edward S. Swenson, Chicago, III. 

J. Arndt Tande, Glendale, Calif. 

Edward J. Thye, St. Paul, Minn. 

Albert John Towe, San Diego, Calif. 

Waldorf College, Forest City, Ia. 

Frances P. Williams, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Authors of Norwegian ancestry who have had 


ate: their books printed in the United States are in- 
vited to send copies of thew publications to the 
historical collections of the Norwegian-American 
Historical Association, Northfield, Minnesota. It 
makes no difference in what field, or fields, the 
work has been done. We want as complete a pic- 
ture of the Norwegian-American mind and of 
Norwegian-American contributions to Ameri- 
can life as it is possible to get. 


VADADSAASSADAASAASAAASAAASAASAAASASAAAL 


For Christmas gift suggestions see Studies and Records Vol. 13, pages 193-202 
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FROM THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE TO 


THE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 


Edited by J. JORGEN THOMPSON, Secretary NORMAN NORDSTRAND, Co-editor 


The Fourteenth Volume of Studies and 
Records 


Notwithstanding the great difficulties of preparing a 
new volume of Studies and Records in these times, the 
Board of Editors is able to announce that Volume XIV is 
now being sent to press and that it will be ready for dis- 
tribution this summer. 


The volume will have a wide range of interest. The 
leading article will be a searching and significant study of 
the Norwegian-American engineers by Dr. Kenneth 
Bjork under the title “A Migration of Skills.” 

Lieut. Arlow W. Andersen is the author of an article 
on “Knud Langeland: Pioneer Editor.” 

Professor B. H. Narveson writes the story of “The Nor- 
wegian-American Lutheran Academies.” 

“Memories of Perry Parsonage’ are recalled by Clara 
Jacobson. 

Dr. C. A. Clausen tells of “An Immigrant Shipload of 
1840” and presents the complete passenger list of the 
Emilie, the emigrant ship that brought the Heg family 
to America 104 years ago. 

The Verdandi Study Club of Minneapolis has translated 
under the title “An Immigrant Exploration of the Middle 
West in 1839” an important letter written by Johannes 
Johansen and S6ren Bache. 

Dr. Blegen presents a complete verse translation of the 
famous ballad “Oleana.” 

One of the most interesting documentary contributions 
in the volume is entitled “Behind the Scenes of Emigra- 
tion: A Series of Letters from the 1840's,’ by Johan R. 
Reiersen, translated by Carl O. Paulson and the Verdandi 
Study Club and edited by Dr. Blegen. 

Dr. A. N. Rygg contributes an article on Karel Hansen; 
Dr. Bjérk, in a second article, tells of “Pioneering on the 
Technical Front’; and Mr. Jacob Hodnefield continues 
his bibliographical survey in “Some Recent Publications 
Relating to Norwegian-American History.” 

This is not necessarily the final or complete list of con- 
tents, but it is sufficient to promise a very rich and inter- 
esting addition to the Studies and Records series. 

Dr. Blegen is editing the volume from Washington, 
with the assistance of members of the Board of Editors. 


Osland Reminiscences 


Dr. Blegen announces the forthcoming publication of a 
special volume which probably will bear the title A Long 
Pull from Stavanger: The Reminiscences of a Norwegian 
Immigrant, by Birger Osland of Chicago. 

The volume will shortly be sent to press and will be 
published in the fall. 


Dr. Blegen regards it as one of the most fascinating” 


and significant volumes in the long series of publications 
issued by the Association. 


From the Treasurer 


In the last issue of the News Letter, Dr. Meicislaus Hai- 
man, Director of the Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences, 
was quoted as saying in a letter to Dr. Blegen that he 
considered the Norwegian-American Historical Associa- 
tion “the best and most efficient of all such historical so- 
cieties.” | : 

In this issue, Mr. James Delargy, Director of the Folk 
Lore Institute in Dublin, Eire, is quoted as saying that of 
the many historical associations in America, the Norwe- 
gian-American Historical Association is an outstanding 
example. 

Both statements are entirely spontaneous and unsolicited. 
American historians say the same. Do you know of any 
other Norwegian-American cultural undertaking meeting 
with such unanimous professional commendation? 

The Association now has in the making important works 
which will cost about $15,000.00 to publish. This includes 
a book on the contributions of Norwegian-American engi- 
neers to the industrial development of the United States, 
which Dr. Kenneth Bjork will soon have ready for publi- 
cation, and one on Norwegian pioneering on the Pacific 
Coast and in Alaska, for which Dr. Sverre Arestad is now 
beginning his research work. The work involved in re- 
search subsequent to the writing of these books is tremend- 
ous, and both these scholars should be commended for the 
time and energy they are expending in the preparation of 
these works.. 


Of approximately one million Norwegian-Americans of 
the first, second, third, and fourth generations, the His- — 
torical Association after twenty years of productive exist- 
ence has exactly 1,028 members. There are 926 associate 
members, paying §2. OO a year; sixty-three sustaining mem- 
bers, paying $10.00 a year; and thirty-nine life member- 
ships for which $100.00 each has been paid. Note that 
we have only 1,028 members out of one million prospects! 


Once in a while I wonder why we have so comparatively 
few members. One thousand out of one million! One- 
tenth of one per cent! Maybe it is the old idea, “Let 
George do it.” I would rather believe that about my Nor- 
wegian-American fellow citizens than that they lacked un- 
derstanding. It is one or the other. 


This is not primarily a matter for the first generation 
and the Norwegian language press to promote and main- 
tain. J trust I shall never meet a Norwegian-American of 
the second, third, or fourth generation so lacking in racial 
pride and social understanding as to avow his lack of in- 
terest in this work. To me, it would denote a loss or de- 
terioration of something which has no substitute. 


And so I keep on wondering whether our present mem- 
bers would not look around and each get us one new mem- 
ber. 

BIRGER OSLAND 
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Financial Report of the 
Norwegian-American Historical 


Association 


January 1, 1943—-December 31, 1943 


Birger Osland, Treasurer 


Balance from 1942 ........ be veoe ste aaa 


Receipts: 


Life memberships -..... $ 
Associate and sustain- 
ing membership dues 
Book sale = eter ae 
Interest and dividend 
on investments ....... 
Profit on bonds sold........ 
Bequest (Ola Johan and 
Martha Saervold) _.. 
Contributions — (Pacific 
Coast Project ) 
Olaf Halvorson ........ $1,500.00 
Ole Gullicksen _......... 100.00 
Churchill Cabinet Co. 100.00 


Total receipts for year 


Disbursements: 


Publications ( including 
postage, freight, ex- 


eee: $ 1,882.86 


200.00 


1959-709 
513.49 


911.83 
50.18 


4338.27 


1,700.00 


9,673.47 


$11,556.33. 


PRESS aes ane lcs $1,341.44 


Research (Pacific Coast 
PLOJECE) ewes 
mNews «better. eons ie 
Student help in_ secre- 
tary Sollee aS 
Stationery and _ office 
SUPPLIES sen. ees sas 
DOSta Seats ao eens eens 
Telephone and __ tele- 
Ta Plast se ee RN 
Exchange on checks ........ 
Traveling expetise 2-5. 
General expense (bank's 
safekeeping fee 


POON a 


Total expenses for year 


Amount invested during year: 


Purchased 2c 3 $ 6,304.38 
Sold (cost): 1,606.33 


Cash balance at end of year 1943 


500.00 
45.70 


81.08 


96.34 
200.00 


1.20 
47.99 
57.84 


Sy) 


2,402.89 


$ 9,153.44 


4,698.05 


pussy $ 4,455.39 


Endowment Fund 


INVESTMENTS 
Par Value 5 
$ 2,000 U. S. of America Treasury 4s 12/15.54 
2,000 Cincinnati Street Railway Co. lst “B” 6s 
Ay 5 
2,000 Saguenay Power Co., Ltd., Ist 4 1/4s 4/1.66 
_4,000 National Gas and Electric Corp. “A” Ist 5s 
8/1.53 
5,000 United Public Utilities Corp. “B” 5 1/2s 
1/1.60 | 
6,000 Wabash Railroad Co. 1st “A” 4s 1/1.71 


$21,000 par value, at a total cost of $20,515.63 with 
an annual interest income of $1,000 or 4.7% 
on the invested amount. 
Also 45 shares Consolidated Gas Utilities Corpor- 
ation stock received as bonus. 


The Saga of Old Muskego 


Readers of the News Letter will be interested to know 
that Mr. N. N. Ronning, a writer familiar to Norwegians 
and Lutherans everywhere, has published a small volume 
dealing with the Saga of Old Muskego. Issued in connec- 
tion with the Centennial of organized church work by the 
Norwegian Lutherans in America—the years 1943 and 
1944 have been designated the Centennial years—this 
volume was published by the Old Muskego Memorial of 
Waterford, Wisconsin. It is naturally interested primar- 
ily in church affairs. 

Old Muskego, a few miles southwest of Milwaukee, was 
settled as early as 1839. Rich in pioneer experience, this 
rural community knew both sorrow and joy, and was at 
the same time a mother settlement in the westward move- 
ment, a center of religious controversy, and an inspiration 
in Norwegian-American life. Today it is one of the 
proudest symbols of our immigrant past. 


This little book is the best possible proof that the Nor- 
wegian people in America are becoming history-minded. 
Those already acquainted with ROnning’s interests and 
style will find in Old Muskego what they have learned to 
expect of the author, including the charm and poetic mood 
of his earlier writings. Others will see in the book a new 
challenge facing the Association—the need to examine 
more closely than has yet been done the history of individ- 
ual settlements, widening the focus of research, and sub- 
jecting these communities to intensive sociological analysis. 


KENNETH BJORK 


From the Secretary's 
Desk 


One of our members, Dr. Homer Halvorson, Librarian 


of Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland, 


writes us: : 
“During the winter of 1940-41, Mr. James Delargy 
(Seamus O’Duilearga), the Director of the Folk Lore 
Institute in Dublin, was on a visit to the United States. 
While in Cambridge, Massachusetts, he was the guest 
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of Dr. F. N. Robinson, Professor of English and Celtic 
at Harvard. Dr. Robinson invited a number of us to 
his home to meet Mr. Delargy in an informal way. 
During the course of the evening, Mr. Delargy ex- 
patiated on the necessity of establishing an Irish- 
American Historical Society and cited the Norwegian- 
American Historical Association as an outstanding ex- 
ample of a similar organization, saying that the Irish 
would do well to emulate the example of the Norwe- 
gians. As I had kept myself somewhat in the back- 
ground, Mr. DeLargy was not aware of my member- 
ship in the Norwegian-American Historical Associa- 
tion and his remarks were perfectly spontaneous. 
Needless to say, I have cherished it as a pleasant mem- 
ory ever since.” 


In his review of Studies and Records, Volume XIII, in 
the January 1944 number of the American Historical Re- 
view, Dr. B. J. Hovde has this to say: 


“Every year for thirteen years there has come from 
the desk of the editor of the Norwegian-American 
Historical Association, Dean Theodore C. Blegen, one 
of these trim, handsome little volumes. The set is 
tapidly attaining monumental proportions and shows 
no sign of coming to an end. The quality continues 
high, as has come to be expected as a matter of course 
from Professor Blegen, but Volume XIII seems to the 
reviewer to achieve something of a climax.” 


An indication of the influence of the Association in 
placing before American historians the story of Norwe- 
gian-American life is had from the following paragraph 
in Professor Merle Curti’s widely-acclaimed book, The 
Growth of American Thought: 


“The vigorous cultural life maintained by various 
immigtant groups is well exemplified by the Norwe- 
gian-Americans. Strongly nationalistic and Lutheran, 
many Norwegian communities maintained their own 
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parochial schools and established denominational col- 
leges. They welcomed leaders from the mother land. 
. The Norwegian press published newspapers, 
magazines, religious books, and the fiction that Nor- 
wegian-Americans began to write. An interest in 
Norwegian-American history also developed.” 


From Green Bay, Wisconsin, comes the news that the 
Norwegian «Historical Society of Brown County has re- 
cently tiled articles of incorporation with the Secretary of 
State at Madison, Wisconsin. The society was organized 
April 21, 1939, by the following: Martin Onstad, Olaf 
Olsen, Hartwig Hansen, Anton Jarstad and Rev. T. S. Han- 


sen. 


The articles explain the society's purposes as to preserve 


“the records, books, papers and letters of early Norwegian 


settlement in Brown county, to reduce to written record 
the reminiscences of older Norwegian residents of the 
county, and to preserve historical articles and relics dating 
back to the earliest Norwegian settlements. 

The members of the Society have sponsored lectures and 
exhibits. —. 


Tusen Norske Skip 

The News Letter is digressing from the usual practice 
in the past regarding the announcement or review of books. 
In the deluge of war books recently published Tusen 
Norske Skip by Lise Lindbzek deserves special mention. The 
book is an anthology of interviews, letters, reports and log- 
books which combined give a graphic picture of the dra- 
matic contribution made by Norwegian sailors toward the 
cause of the Allied Nations in the present world war. The 
book arrests ones interest from beginning to end. This 
book would undoubtedly receive a large circulation if it 
were translated and thus made available to the American 
reading public in general. 

This volume costs $2.25 and may be ordered from Arne- 
sen Press, Inc., 6515 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


New Members Since Last News Letter 


LIFE ASSOCIATE 
Capt. Gronner Gallis, San Francisco, Alfred Abrahamsen, 


Calif. Calif. 


Rolf B. Schou, San Francisco, Calif. ae ae 


Dr. T. W. Buschmann, Seattle, Wash. 
H. P. Devick, Los Angeles, Calif. 

O. L. Ejde, Seattle, Wash. ; 

Grant Ellis, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Mrs. Clarence E. Englund, Chicago, III. 
Ole Fjerlie, East Stanwood, Wash. 
Olaf Funnemark, Wesley, Ia. 

Torgen Galbe, San Francisco, Calif. Dr. A. H. Thorsen, San Francisco, 


SUSTAINING 
Mrs. Elise Andersen, Seattle, Wash. 
Allan Johnson, Elkhorn, Wis. 
Lt. Comdr. Carl Moe, Seattle, Wash. 
O. A. Moxness, Encinitas, Calif. 
Sverre Nord, Seattle, Wash. 


R. A. Jensen, Mobile, Ala. 
San Francisco, Jon G. Lee, Hayfield, Minn. 
Lt. Comdr. Isak K. T. Lystad, Seattle, 


‘Andersen, Oakland, _ Wash. 


Royal Norwegian Consulate General, 
New York, N. Y. 

H. Rindal, Vancouver, B. C.; Can. 

S. C. Roinestad, Oakland, Cale 

Dr. Harold Ronning, Parkland, Wash. 

Tulius Skaug, Mobridge, S. D. 

Thoralf Storwick, East Stanwood, 
Wash. 

Ansgar Svanoe, St. Louis Park, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 


Bjarne Nordstrand, San Francisco, Calif. Henry A. Hendriksen, Orick, Calif. Calif. 
August Werner, Seattle, Wash. 


Kristen Husby, Tacoma, Wash. 


Thomas Tilson, Sitka, Alaska. 
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| A CHALLENGE 


Highlights of Address Given by ARTHUR ANDERSEN, Vice President 


i 1. | am of Norwegian blood and my pride of race compels me to recognize the 

: fact that our Association is the only agency in this country whereby the true 
facts regarding the history of our people in the U. S. can be brought to light 
and be presented with authoritative voice and scholastic prestige. 


2. | aman American; and as such am interested to see that American history 

is written honestly and that it reflects truly the part played in its settle- 
ment and development by various racial groups, particularly the Norwegian. 
Research work done by our members, both as individuals and for their group, 
has been of great importance in writing American history honestly so far as 
the Norwegian part of it is concerned. 


3. Norwegian culture, tradition and philosophy represent a heritage which all 

of us here (possibly unconsciously) draw upon and live by. |, for one, am 
not willing to see it die out or melt away with the growth of coming generations 
without contributing some effort to preserve it; or at least have a part in mak- 
ing a record of it. Again | find the N.A.H.A. the vehicle for the preservation 
of this heritage. 


4. If we of this generation do not make every effort to obtain and preserve 
records of the part the Norwegians played in the development of our coun- 
try, there will be no authoritative data available for our sons and daughters 
of and their sons and daughters. Even now there are very few people living who 
can give us first hand information regarding the pioneer days. In a few years 
it will be too late. We must therefore strike while the iron is hot or our cause 
is lost. | 


5. Our organization and the marvelous work that it has done is to me mani- 


a festation of one of our strongest racial traits—the ability to organize and 
work together for mutual interest. It is said of our group that it is the out- 
J standing example of organized effort of any racial group in the country to pre- 


serve records of its people. Our pride will not allow us to lose this reputation. 
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The Third President of the Norwegian-American Historical Association 


On January 10, this year, our Association suffered the loss of one of its outstanding 
leaders. From the day Mr. Andersen became a member of the NGrwegion: Amer une t4fo 
ican Historical Association until the day when his life came to its close he main- J 
tained an active interest in the affairs of the Association. He served as President 

from 1936 to 1942 at which time his doctor advised him. that he ought to ease 
up on his activities. He declined the nomination for a third term, but his interest 
caused him to accept the office of Vice President for a term of three years. 


During these years the Association benefited from the leadership of an excep- 
tionally dynamic personality. Mr. Andersen was a man of vision. His vision | 
was that of the long range type. He was quick at getting the perspective of a | 
situation and he never lost his effectiveness by becoming entangled in minor de- 
tails. He was daring in his planning for the Association. He laid the basis fc. 
a broad and effective program of objectives which has resulted in a period of 
accomplishments far beyond what we had dared hope for. His contribution was 
not confined to planning and challenging every member of the Executive Board 
as well as the membership at large to more intensive action. He supported the 
work with many generous donations. Surely we have lost an extraordinary leader 
and benefactor. 


ARTHUR ANDERSEN 


Executive Board Meeting Kenneth Bjork, Professor of History in St. Olaf College, to 
: “ a carry on this research work and to write the history of 

On February 27, this year, the Executive Doard ! the Norwegians who have settled from Southern California 
meeting in the Union League Club, Chicago, AAO: mn to Alaska. Dr. Bjork has been granted leave of absence — 
his report as Managing peer of our Association, Dean from St. Olaf College for the coming year, and he will 
Blegen stated that Dr. Bjork’s book on Norwegian-Ameri- give his full tine to research in this field. | 


ican architects and engineers, which will have the title ) 
“A Saga in Steel and Concrete,” was at that time in the 
hands of the printers and that he expected the book would 
be ready for distribution not later than August of this year. 
It was decided that this book should be sent to all mem- 
bers of the Association without any extra charge. Dean 
Blegen further stated that the Reverend O. F. Duus letters 
have been edited and are ready for the printers, likewise 
the material for STUDIES AND RECORDS, VOLUME 
XIV. It is the plan to bring out one of these last named 
IA books before the close of the year 1947. 


The sum of $1,000.00 was set aside to be used during 
the present year for expenses connected with cataloging 
and classifying materials of the archives. 


For some time past there has been some discussion re- 
garding the change of date for the Triennial meeting. The 
Board by unanimous vote decided to recommend to the 
members of the Association that the articles of incorpo- 
ration be changed so that the Triennial meeting will be 
held on the first Saturday of May instead of the first Tues- 
( The Board next considered what is probably the largest day in January. When the first Saturday of May falls on 


project undertaken by our Association so far. This pro- the first of May, then the meeting is to be held on the 
ject is the writing of a history showing the contribution second Satutday. This resolution will be presented to the 
| made by Norwegian-Americans in the development of the Triennial meeting of the Association, which is to be held 


Pacific Coast area of our country. The Board selected Dr. on January 6, 1948. 
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The Archives 


To the members of the Norwegian-American Historical 
Association: 

Leola Nelson Bergmann, author of Music Master of the 
Middlewest, has been engaged by Lippincott to write the 
story of the Norwegian-Americans. This work is bemg 
done under the general editorship of Louis Adamic. 

—Editor’s Note 

Although many of you are well acquainted with the 
Association through its splendid publications that come 
to you in the mail, perhaps not so many of you know much 
about another important branch of the Association’s work 
—The Archives, located on the seventh floor of the new 
Rélvaag Memorial Library at St. Olaf College. I have re- 
cently spent a few weeks working there and have seen the 
value, the potentialities, and the needs of the Archives. 

The Association is young, just over twenty years of age, 
and this is a very short time in which to build up a sub- 
stantial archives and to become a recognized center for 
materials in a special field. But even in this brief span 
of years a surprising amount of Norwegian-Americana has 
been deposited in and collected for the Archives. One 
finds there the correspondence and papers of significant 
figures in the Norwegian-American world; record books of 
social and political organizations, schools, church congte- 
gations; newspaper clippings, brochures, and pamphlets 
concerning events significant in the history of the Norwe- 
gians in America; files of old literary periodicals; the be- 
ginnings of a collection of existing Norwegian-American 

“newspapers; files on institutions and individuals; publica- 
tions of Norwegian-Americans. Many of these files have 
just been started; each year’s harvest of additional material 
will be “pure gold” for the historian of the future. 

For many years Prof. J. Jorgen ‘Thompson spent what- 
ever time he had left over from other full-time duties in 
building up the Archives. It is amazing that he was able 
to collect as much as he did. Now he has a secretary and 
a trained librarian to assist him. This small staff is work- 
ing hard organizing and cataloguing the accumulated ma- 
terial in order to make it usable for those interested in 
research. At the same time the staff hopes that it can 
broaden the resources of the Archives. In this task the 
members of the Association can be of assistance, not only 
by giving interested support to the work, but by giving 
active support as well. To keep abreast of all the printed 
matter pertaining to and written by Norwegian-Americans 
is an impossibility for a staff concerned primarily at present 
with organizational and cataloguing problems. But here 
the Association members can render a great service to the 
staff of the Archives by sending to them newspaper clip- 
pings and magazine articles by and about Norwegian- 
Americans; by sending in copies of their own published 
works—books, reprints of articles, pamphlets, reviews, 
etc., and by urging other Norwegian-Americans to do the 
same. 

The contributions of national groups to American civil- 
ization have’ become of increasing importance to historians, 
sociologists, anthropologists, novelists, and poets. The 
Norwegian-American Historical Association Archives 
should be the center in America where these people could 
come for information and material on the Norwegian 
group; our co-operation and support can help the As:ocia- 
tion to realize this goal. 


LEOLA NELSON BERGMANN 
Iowa City, Iowa 


THE BOARD OF ARCHIVES earnestly invites your co- 
operation in the work of gathering and preserving records 
that relate to the Norwegians in America. 

Some of these records are printed, such as books and 
newspapers. Many of them are manuscripts, such as 
diaries, letters, reminiscences, and account books. In such 
materials is recorded the story of the coming of the Nor- 
wegian pioneers and of their life in the new world. They 
are precious documents. They have historical value. They 
ought to be preserved. 

If these Norwegian-American records ate not gathered 
up and preserved now, many of them will be lost forever. 
In that quaint old diary, with faded ink on yellowing 
pages, a human personality still lives. It is a unique record. 
Do you want to see it lost or destroyed? Such records 
have many enemies—fire, dust, water, rodents. Sometimes 
precious letters and diaries are destroyed as rubbish. Some- 
times through carelessness or indifference, they are lost or 
scattered. 

The time has come to take action. We need to gather 
up and preserve our records in a safe place. In this work 
we feel that we can appeal with confidence to intelligent 
men and women everywhere. By preserving the records 
we achieve two things, both of them important. We create 
memorials to the people who have gone before us—our 
grandparents, our mothers and fathers. And we make 
available for those who are writing our American history 
the records of one of the groups of people who have shazed 
in the making of that history. 

A considerable body of records, including some of the 
kinds of materials listed below, has already been gathered 
into the Archives of the Association at Northfield, Minne- 
sota. But this is only a beginning. Most of the records 
remain scattered about in homes and institutions through- 
out the United States, Canada, and Norway. 

Will you not take a few moments of your time to fill out 
the form on the back of this folder? If you cannot do so 
yourself, will you not be so kind as to give it to someone 
who can? You will be performing a service to the Nor- 
wegian-American Historical Association and at the same 
time you will be reflecting permanent credit upon yourself. 

The following list of kinds of records is purely suggestive 
and is by no means to be regarded as all-inclusive. It may 
setve as a guide, however, and as such is herewith pre- 
sented: 


1. Diaries: of Norwegian pioneers; 

. CORRESPONDENCE: letters to and from relatives and 
friends in Norway or in other communities in Amer- 
ica; 

3. REMINESCENCES: of pioneers, written by themselves 

or secured by interview; 

4. NEWSPAPERS: published anywhere in any Scandi- 
navian language — particularly Norwegian-American 
newspapers; 

5. PERIODICALS: Norwegian or English, relating to the 
Norwegians in America or elsewhere; 

6. CHURCH PUBLICATIONS: annual proceedings, peri- 
-odicals, pamphlets, etc.; 

7. CONGREGATIONAL RECORDS: proceedings, birth, bap- 
tismal, communion, marriage, and death registers, min- 
isterial reports, congregational publications such as 
newspapers and pamphlets; 


N 
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We wish to introduce the Vice President of our Association to our members. 


Mr. Thorsness hails from DeForest, Wisconsin. He chose Law as his profession 
and received his training at Northwestern University. In 1917 Attorney Thorsness 
was admitted to the Illinois Bar. The same year he was commissioned second 
lieutenant in the United States army and served overseas fifteen months. During 
his period of service he was advanced to the rank of captaia. 


Mr. Thorsness took advantage of the educational opportunities open to the 
men in service and in 1919 he attended the University. of Edinburgh and then 
transferred to Lincoln’s Inn, Council of Legal Education, London, England, taking 
two terms of graduate work in International Law. 


That our Vice President is a public minded man is evidenced by the many 
positions of leadership and responsibility he has held down through the years. We 
will name a few. Past Commander, Second District of the American Legion; Past 
President of the Scandinavian Bar Association; Chairman of the Character and 
Fitness Committee being commissioned by the Illinois Supreme Court; Public 
Panel Chairman, War Labor Board, 1943-45. 


LIONEL GEORGE —THORSNESS 


THE ARCHIVES (Continued ) 


8. BUSINESS RECORDS: of farmers, merchants, manufac- 
turers, publishers, tradesmen, professional men, etc.; 

9. AUTOBIOGRAPHIES, BIOGRAPHIES, FAMILY HISTORIES: 
either published or unpublished; 

10. BYGDELAG PUBLICATIONS: and the publications of 
other Norwegian-American societies and organizations; 

11. PicruRES: of pioneers or of pioneer scenes; 

12. BooKs, PAMPHLETS, ARTICLES: or any material, 
printed or manuscript, dealing with or bearing any 
relationship to Norwegians of to events and conditions 
affecting Norwegians in America. 


EXCELLENT RESULTS 

The Newsletter for November 1943 listed the books 
that were wanted for the Hjalmar Hjort Boyesen. collec- 
tion in the archives. The results have been far greater 
than we dared to anticipate. At this time all of these 
books with the erception of one, “A Fearless Trio, 1890” 
have been secured for the archives. Besides these books, 
the Goethe and Schiller translations, and some periodical 
material have been received. These gifts have come from 
Mr. Jacob Frohlin of Bayonne, New Jersey, Mr. Sam Rask 
of Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, and from another of our 
members who wishes to remain anonymous. 

We are still interested in getting short stories and articles 
by Boyesen, many of which appeared in magazines of his 
day. If any of our members should find such an item, we 


‘would be pleased to get it for our Boyesen collection. 


In the same newsletter we also asked for books written 
by and about Thorstein Bunde Veblen. Our requests netted 
us the following volumes: 
Essays in Our Changing Order, 1934 
What Veblen Taught (selected writings), 1936 
Dorfman, J., Thorstein Veblen and His America 
But there are many more. Who will assist us in getting 
the rest of his works? 

A Norwegian-American writer whose books occupy a 
prominent place in the holdings of the Norwegian-Amer- 
ican Historical Association is WALDEMAR AGER. We 
have the following of his works: 


Mr. Thorsness has already shown a deep interest in and a vital grasp of the 
problems facing our Association. We extend to him a hearty welcome. 


Christ before’ Pilate 
Fortellinger for Eyvind 
Fortellinger og skisser 
Gamlelandets sgénner 

I Sit Alone 

Hyverdagsfolk 

I strgmmen 

Kristus for Pilatus 

Ny samling, fortellinger og skisser 
Oberst Heg og hans gutter 

©m at bevate vort morsmaal 
Paa drikkeondets konto 

Paa veien til smeltepotten 
Presten Conrad Walther Welde 
Skvldfolk og andre 

Udvalgte fortzllinger 

Under forvandlingens tegn 

Det veldige navn 


We are interested in building a complete file of his 
works and would be happy to receive books written by 
him that are not noted on the above list. Among the 
wotks are the following: Pig 

Blade af en dagbog 
Boken om Norge 
Hundegine 

Another Norwegian-American writer whom we would 
like to have represented by the entire body of his works 
is the poet JON NORSTOG. Of his works we already 
have: 


Exodus Kong Saul 
Fraa audni Livshorpa 
Golgatariket Moses 

Israel Natten 
Josef @Ornerud 
Josva Tone 

Kong David Tornekronen 


Here too we are asking the friends of the Association to 
give us books that will make our collection complete. 
Among the titles lacking of Norstog’s works are: 

Kain Yegdrasil 
Svein Glitretind 
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THE NORWEGIAN AMERICAN HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION 


BIRGER OSLAND, Treasurer 
REPORT FOR 1946 


Balance stomitast) yeate - 8 ee ee $1,876.27 
Receipts: / 
Tite membership... ee. $ 100.00 
Associate and sustaining . 
Membership: GUeS! 2... 1,899.10 
Book sales) vr ee 548.97 
Interest on investments..........--...--- 1,031.69 
Profit on bonds called.................----- 103.87 
Contributions: Va 
Churchill Cabinet Co., Chicago... 50.00 
Ole Gullicksen, ‘Chicago...........- 50.00 


Ole Rynning Fund for 
purchases for the archives.......... 
(Balance in fund 


185.51 3,969.14 


12/31/46—$144.96) 
$5,845.41 
Disbursements: 
Publications (postage, freight, 
express included) 0" «42220 2 $ 852.42 
Newsletter) Me eerie a ae 56.70 
PAECHIVES in 2 2 aioe vata Ae 167.15 
Books purchased for archives out of 
Ole Rynning Fund (see above) 40.55 
Stenographic and other assistance. 600.00 
Stationery and office supplies.......... 116.09 
Postage) ct, eee Oa earner 134.00 
General expense 
(bank’s safekeeping fee, $23.30) 35.54 
Traveling expemses. 98 a ee: 27.61 
Exchange on checks. 22722 21 28.25 
Telephone and telegraph...............- 5.93 
Total expenses for yeaf............-- 2,064.24 
$3,781.17 
Amount invested during year: 
Rurchasedin-aaee eee ae. $12,215.78 
Gost of ibondsecalled:... === 11,255.00 960.78 
Balance in bank 12/31/46..........-....- $2,820.39 


ENDOWMENT FUND 
Investments 
Par Value 
$14,000 U.S. Treasury 214 6-15-72 and 12-15-72 
7,000 U.S. Savings Bonds, Series G 1-1-56 and 6-1-58 
100 U.S. Savings Bond, Series F 11-1-56 
8,000 Laclede Gas Light Co. 314 2-1-65 


$29,100 pat value, at a total cost of $29,501.78 with an 
annual interest income of $805.00, or 2.73% on the in- 
vested amount. 
Chicago, Illinois 

January 13, 1947 


From the Secretary’s Desk 


In his new book Lost Men of American History (pp. 
202-3) Mr. Holbrook has picked up the story of J. R. 
Reiersen from our Studies and Records. He devotes a 
couple of interesting paragraphs to Reiersen and says that 
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Reiersen’s book was “a classic of its genre,” and “astonish- 
ingly accurate study of conditions in the American mid- 
west and in Texas.” 


The August number of COMMENTARY, published by 
the American Jewish Committee, contains an article, en- 
titled “The Immigrant in American History,’ by Edward 
N. Saveth. In this article Saveth pays much attention to 
the work done by the late Marcus L. Hansen, who was a 
member of our Editorial Board, and also to Theodore C. 
Blegen, our Managing Editor. On page 185 of the above 
mentioned magazine, Mr. Saveth makes the following state- 
ment of recognition: es 

“It is to be noted that, despite their general reputation 
for unscholarliness, at least one of the national historical 
societies, the Norwegian-American Historical Society, has 
encouraged such an outstanding scholar as T. C. Blegen, 
and made the publication of his major. work financially 
possible. ‘This Norwegian organization is exceptional 
among the national historical societies for the high caliber 
of the studies it promotes”. 


The past year has evidenced an active interest in the 
Norwegian-American Historical Association. Our mem- 
bership has increased, and we believe that it will be pos- 
sible to add many more names to our membership list. 
This will be possible if every member will cooperate with 
us, by sending either one, or better still, both of the fol- 
lowing blanks properly filled out— 


Mr. J. Jérgen Thompson 
St. Olaf College 
Northfield, Minnesota 


Please” enrolls Mr 22 22-2 ees ee 
Add tess 212. Sete See ee cre es 


as an Associate, or Sustaining member in the Association. 


I am sending $ to cover membership dues. 


(Signed 2.2 es ee a eee 


Mr. J: Jorgen Thompson 
St. Olaf College 
Northfield, Minnesota 

I believe the following persons are interested in the work 
of the Association and would become members if invited 
to do so: 


ee ee ee et eee eee errr 
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MALE fives Weary cae : see 
LULUMBIA, LIMES iy 


LIB 


Northfield, Minnesota 


Number Twenty-Two 


NEWS LETTER 


Edited by J. JORGEN THOMPSON, Secretary 


September, 1948 


FROM THE SECRETARY'S: OFFICE TO 
THE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 9 » 3 


NORWEGIANS IN THE GOLDEN WEST Sey 


Address deliwered by Dr. Kenneth Bigrk at the dinner 
Session of the Eighth Trienniel Meeting of the Association. 


When I was asked to speak at this gathering, I 
naturally interpreted the invitation as being in some man- 
ner linked with the publication of Saga im Steel and 
Concrete. Y was pleased to be thus asked, but also hoped 
that you would not expect from me more than a few 
remarks about the Saga. The reasons are several. The 
effort of completing and putting the book through the 
press — though made endurable by the assistance of Helen 
Katz— drained away for some time to come any interest 
in the volume beyond its general physical appearance, 
notably the fine jacket designed by Jane McCarthy. Furth- 
ermore, it deals with a subject that lies outside the limbo 
of common experience for most of us. And, finally, for 
better or for worse, it represents a completed task. The 
Saga is another volume in the shelf of publications about 
which the late Prof. Gjerset dreamed and often spoke. 
And there, in your bookcases, I should prefer to let it rest. 


What then? The new project, of course. Ours is a 
forward-looking organization and it is already making pos- 
sible the study of the Norwegians in the Golden West— 
or, to be more precise, on the West Coast from Mexico 
to and including Alaska. During the current year I have 
been working with materials preserved here in the Middle 
West and in the archives on the Pacific. A research fel- 
lowship from the Association makes this work possible. 


The Norwegians, as you all know, were well represented 
in the Gold Rush to California after 1848. Many of these 
argonauts remained in California, taking employment in 
various trades and professions, and their numbers were 
reinforced from time to time by new arrivals from Europe. 
In San Francisco, where most of them lived, they joined 
with the Danes and Swedes in 1859 to form a successful 
and influential Scandinavian Society, which assumed a 
protective attitude to the vigorous Scandinavian colony. 
Later, they again joined in a Scandinavian congregation 
linked with the Norwegian Synod. Thanks to these or- 
ganizations and their leaders, it is possible today to picture 
the lives of the Norwegians in California between the 
time of the gold rush and the recent heavy migration to 
the coast. 

From’ California it was an easy sea voyage to Parad 
Oregon, and there at a a fairly early date a small Nor- 
wegian group began to assert itself in the life of that im- 
portant commercial center. 

Less publicized than the gold-seekers, except in a vio- 
lently negative manner, were the Norwegian (or Scandi- 
navian) Mormons, who walked behind pushcarts or rode 
in immigrant trains across the plains and mountains to 


the Great Salt Lake Basin of Utah. After the first trek 
of the Latter-Day Saints, new recruits came largely from 
Europe, the overwhelming majority from the British Isles 
and the Scandinavian countries. The Scandinavian Mis- 
sion was begun in Copenhagen in 1850; soon thereafter 
Mormon missionaries wete active in Sweden and southern 
Norway. In the years that followed, shipload after ship- 
load of mixed British and Scandinavian Saints became 
a familiar sight in Liverpool and New York. These peo- 
ple hurried on to Utah and there eagerly threw themselves 
into a gteat religious, economic, and social experiment 
that had as its goal nothing less than the creation of Zion. 
Today in town after town in Utah one sees few but Scan- 
dinavian names. Their story would be significant enough 
if it ended in the valleys and canyons of the Wasatch 
Mountains, but it did not. .The Mormons spread into 
Idaho, California and elsewhere, and among them, of 
course, were the Scandinavians. They also served as a 
kind of half-way house in the overland journey to the 
coast. Emigrants may have feared them but in the days 


_ before the Union Pacific they were glad to pause in the 


Promised Land for food and other provisions. 


The gold-seekers and Mormons began the Norwegian 
movement to the West Coast, but so far as the Upper Mid- 
west was concerned, both, in a sense, had to be “redis- 
covered” after 1870. In the years that followed, the 
Norwegian newspapers of the Midwest contained an 
ever-increasing number of stories about California, Ore- 
gon, and Washington Territory —and little by little an 
almost complete ignorance about these places gave way, 
first, to Curiosity, next, to a small migration, and, finally, in 
the 1890's, to a relatively heavy movement of population, 
especially to the areas of the Puget Sound, the Columbia 
River Valley, and eastern Washington and Idaho. 


The student who thoughtfully examines the records of 
this migration to the West Coast quickly senses numer- 
ous parallels with the larger story of Norwegian migra- 
tion to America. The filling up of the arable land in 
the Upper Midwest and the increase of population there 
resembles the situation in Norway that Dr. Blegen and 
Mrs. Semmingsen have described. The Mormons corte- 
spond to the Quakers and other dissenters of 1825. The 
gold-seekers. are like the first shiploads from Europe. The 
vast stretches of plain and mountain and desert are, if 
anything, a more hazardous barrier than the Atlantic. The 
railroad is the equivalent of the steamship. There are the 
same strong leaders and the same disputes over the wis- 
dom of migrating. More important still is the new tear- 
ing up of roots, the starting of a new life, and with these 
the speeding up, in the second migration, of the process 
of assimilation. The journey from, say, southern Minne- 
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sota to the Puget Sound, even after the coming of the 
railroads, was for a long time almost as momentous a step 
as that from Europe to America. The “America letters” 
find their counterpart in the letters from the West Coast, 
and while, thus far, I have found no Cleng Peerson, there 
are other pathfinders who hunted out the desirable places 
for settlement and left records of their travels. 


If for a moment we close our eyes to the continuous 
stream of emmigrants from Europe, We find ourselves 


dealing with a significant population migration within the 


United States. I refer, of course, to the movement of 
peoples to the Far West from the tier of states now known 
as the Upper Midwest. This began even while the more 
gradual shift to the Red River Valley, the Dakotas, and 
eastern Montana was in full swing, and it cannot be fully 
explained unless agrarian discontent, depressions, a severe 
climate, and grasshopper plagues are given the consider- 
ation that they deserve. To persons already unhappy in 
their lowa or Dakota homes, the appeal of the West Coast, 
especially of the Pacific Northwest, was almost irresisti- 
ble. The pamphlets, circulars, and newspaper advertise- 
ments of the Northern Pacific and of other railroads and 
the activities of their far-flung agents built up in the 
minds of the Scandinavian immigrant a picture of the 
“New Wonderland” as a paradise of fertility and mirac- 
ulous climate. 


The Norwegian who had lived for a decade or more in 
the Midwest was fast becoming adjusted to New-World 
life and was cooperating in the development of a peculiar 
Norwegian-American pattern of thought and activity. 
When he left on the second migration—to the west coast 
—he had to unlearn much that he had learned of Ameri- 
can life, and he inevitably shed more of his Norwegian 
heritage as he crossed the Rockies to a new frontier. He 
had to learn, for example, that in the Sound area ten 
acres of land, once cleared, would do what 160 acres or 
more would do in Minnesota; that soil which at first 
glance resembled the poorest soil of Wisconsin was in 
fact wonderfully productive. He had to cease thinking in 
terms of an exclusively wheat or corn culture and learn to 
see the possibilities inherent in fruits, hops, -berries, dairy- 
ing, lumbering, and fishing. In fact, he often found him- 
self engaged in much the same diversity of activity that 
he had known at home in Norway—in a natural setting 
suggestive of the valley he had loved in the homeland. 

In the spiritual realm, too, the Norwegians underwent 
a marked change. Pioneer life left little time for books. 
The religious controversies of the Midwest, too, seemed 
to them at first somehow very remote and unreal. In 
politics they very frequently joined with the Populists and 


in other ways showed a perhaps greater independence of. 


spirit than they had in the East. They were again, as 
they had been earlier in the Midwest, potential recruits to 
Baptist, Methodist, and other churches, which were zealous 
in organizing Scandinavian congregations. Because of the 
scattered nature of settlement, many were at once as- 
similated into the general population. Only after many 
years did the eastern pattern of Norwegian-American 
spiritual life reproduce itself on the coast, and then only 
in greatly altered form. 

As might be expected, the Norwegians on the West 
Coast soon after their arrival again took to the life of the 
sea. It is no accident that the coastal fleet plying be- 
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tween San Francisco and the red wood forests of north- 
ern California and Puget Sound was known in the nine- 
teenth century as the “Scandinavian Navy.” Norwegians 
also captained and manned many of the steamboats on the 
rivers and the ferries of San Francisco Bay and Puget 
Sound. They fished the salmon of the rivers and the 
Sound and pioneered in the fisheries of British Columbia 
and Alaska. ‘Today, in some branches of this industry 
they constitute an unquestioned majority. 

In other respects, too, they left a strong imprint. I 
refer to lumbering, ship building, mining, and engineer- 
ing. Norwegians pioneered in the Alaskan reindeer and 
fish canning industries, and many other fields. They 
were active in politics, in fraternal organizations, in choral 
singing, and in education. The spunky efforts to launch 
Pacific Lutheran University after 1889—to mention only 
one project—is as interesting and revealing a study in 
pioneer educational work as one could hope to discover. 

It would be possible to talk for hours about the fascinat- 
ing subject of the Norwegians in the Golden West. But 
time does not permit; nor is it desireable to generalize 
further from an incomplete study. What has been said, 
however, may suggest to you, as the records have revealed 
to me, a story of epic proportions that in a quite different 
way is as original as the Saga im Steel and Concrete; cer- 
tainly it is one with a universal interest and a very real 
significance in understanding the westward movement of 
people within the United States. 


MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


The Eighth Triennial Meeting of the Norwegian-Amer- 
ican Historical Association was held at the Curtis Hotel, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, May 4, 1948. More than seventy — 
members were present. The report of the Credentials Com- 
mittee shows that 199 proxies had been sent in. 

The President, Mr. Olaf Halvorson, appointed the fol- 
lowing to serve on the Nominating Committee: Dr. 
Carlton C. Qualey, Northfield, Minn., Dr. J. C. K. Preus, 
Minneapolis, Minn., Mr. Andrew Stenseth, Albert Lea, 
Minn. 

The officers and members of Boards elected for the 
current .triennium are 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


President—Olaf Halvorson, Huntington Park, California 
Vice President—Lionel G. Thorsness, Chicago, Illinois 
Vice President—Soren Roinestad, Oakland, California 
Secretary—J. Jérgen Thompson, Northfield, Minnesota 
Treasurer—Birger Osland, Chicago, Illinois 

S. J. Arnesen, Brooklyn, New York _ 

Frederic Schaefer, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

A. N. Rygg, Brooklyn, New York 

David T. Nelson, Decorah, Iowa 


BOARD OF FINANCE 

Egil E. Krogh, Winnetka, Illinois 

Thorsten Y. Olsen, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
BOARD OF EDITORS 


Theodore C. Blegen, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
Managing Editor 

Kenneth Bjork, Northfield, Minnesota 

Einar Haugen, Madison, Wisconsin 
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Carlton C. Qualey, Northfield, Minnesota 
Clarence C. Clausen, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


BOARD OF ARCHIVES | 


Jacob Hodnefeld, St. Paul, Minnesota, Chairman 
Agnes Larson, Northfield, Minnesota | 
Karen Larsen, Northfield, Minnesota 

O. M. Norlie, Northfield, Minnesota 

John Frohlin, Bayonne, New Jersey 


LOCAL VICE PRESIDENTS 


C. Martin Alsager, Chicago, IHinois 
Helmer Blegen, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
Magnus Bjgrndal, Weehawken, New Jersey 
J. N. Brown, Moorhead, Minnesota 
G. M. Bruce, St. Paul, Minnesota 

_ Mrs. Kristine Haugen, Seattle, Washington 
O. I. Hertsgaard, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Frida Bue-Homnes, Crosby, North Dakota 
Carl E. Abrahamson, Chicago, Illinois 
Peter Myrvold, San Francisco, California 
Carl Sgyland, Brooklyn, New York 
Arne E. Williamson, Chicago, Illinois 

_ Mrs. Inga Norstog, Decorah, Iowa 


The Committee on Nominations called attention to the 
fact that Mr. Birger Osland had requested that he be 
relieved of his duties as Treasurer of the Association. 
His resignation had been discussed by the Executive Board 
in executive meeting held at 10:00 o'clock, when the 
Board adopted the following resolution: 


“With full understanding of the situation, the 
Board nevertheless declines to accept Mr. Osland’s 
resignation and voices the hope that he will continue 
to hold the office, with the privelege of authorizing, 
-at his discretion, the appointment of an assistant 
treasurer to aid him in the duties of the office.” 


This resolution was presented to the Triennial Meet- 
ing before a vote was taken on the slate presented by the 
Nominating Committee and was unanimously adopted. 


CHANGES IN ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 


_ Upon recommendation by the Board two changes in 
_the Articles of Incorporation wete unanimously adopted: 


1. Associate membership dues will be changed from 
Two Dollars to Three Dollars per year, beginning Janu- 
ary 1, 1949. 


2. In place of the first Tuesday in January as the date 
for the Triennial meetings, as designated in the original 
Articles of Incorporation, the second Saturday of May was 
decided upon. 
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OUR FINANCES 
By Birger Osland, ‘Treasurer 


REPORT for 1947 
Balance from last year _............. POD Bc enn 2 $ 2,820.39 
Receipts: 


Associate and sustaining membership dues...... $ 190357 


Booksisales innate a. | uu in a Rea een ya sa Gul 385.57 
Duplicates sold, for the Archives ............--...-.- 8.00 
Interest on investments ......................-...--0---- 774.26 
Profts‘on ponds' soldi es ae Bylo! 
Contributions: 

Rev. O. Glesne, Northfield, Minn.....650.00 

Churchill Cabinet Co., Chicago........ 50.00 

Ole Gulickson, Chicago.................... 50.00 

E. K. Wennerlund, San Francisco.. 10.00 ‘ 

160.00 
_ $ 6,083.36 
Cost of $10,000 U.S. Treasury 214s sold............ $10,134.06 
$16,217.42 
Disbursements: 

Publications (postage, freight, express inc.)..§ 8,111:92 
Reseacehiis suns) mina ma tal) Ane ae ae 2,782.60 
IN GWG H Letter (scenes eien Url ee uN bana 87.50 
Arehivesn iain crencimianinne di io Nene ae na 1,005.19 
Books purchased, Ole Rynning Fund.............. 23.49 
wassisbane to the Sectetary.) ee as 600.00 
Stationery and office supplies.........-......----------- 71.81 
POSta ge) ce emi smi enuion UE Aa PE eB 60.00 

General expense _ 

(bank’s safekeeping fee $25. 56) eee 40.86 
Traveling expenses’ oo ~ 88.03 
Exchange .On (Gbecks: <2 ON es ae 27.30 
dlelephone and telecraph- 13s eo 8.45 

Totalvexpenses: fofsyeare ue $12,907.15 

Balancelin banks oe eee ea Rais 35,300,274 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
Investments 
Par Value 


$ 8,000 Laclede as Light Co. 3 14s 2-1-65 
7,000 USS. Savings Bonds, Series G 1-1-56 and 6-1-58 
4,000 U.S. Treasury 2 Ys 12-15-72 
100 U.S. Savings Bond, Series F 11--1-56 


$19,100 par value, at a total cost of $19,367.72 with an 
annual interest income of $555.00 or 2.87% on the invested 
amount. 
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SUMMARY 
of total income and expenditures of The Norwegian- 
American Historical Association, covering entire pet- 
iod since its organization in November 1925 to May 
15, 1948, a period of 22 years and 414 months. 


INCOME 
Membersiip dues 2001 2oe ee $ 41,029.38 
Donations: 
Life. memberships ..........-....-.---- $. 7,850.00 
Cash ‘contributions © 22,692.91 
IB ECLESTS mentees se 0-H 1 Semele eee 7998:27 
eOle Rynning.Fund ..2.2. 722. 185.51 
ee —_——— $ 38,066.69 
Earnings 
Boge Sales 2. eee 828.67 
Interest on investments -..........- 15,814.98 
Net gain on sales of investments 2,910.55 
Income not specified.................--- 5.18 
$ 27,259.38 
TOTARCINCOMER (225) eee eee $106,355.45 
EXPENDITURES 
Poblications (20). e957 65462 
Research Works oe eee 14,780.06 
Travel expenses 
(solicitors and officers) ........-- 3,412.09 
Secretary’s office 
(postage, supplies, etc. -......... 12,977.68 
VNC UEC oc Pet, 1,262,653.) 
@le Rynning Fund: 2 56.04 
TOTAL EXPENDEEURES 25.) ee $ 85,143.14 


EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURES $ 21,212.31 


Represented by cash and securities at cost 
Now, Of ane ee felt op La 2 Te 25 L 


A BEQUEST 


October 8, 1947, death came to Atty. B. L. Wick, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. Mr. Wick became a member during the 
early days of the Association. He served faithfully as a 
local Vice President since 1928. After his passing it was 
disclosed that he had willed $4,000.00 to the Norwegian- 
American Historical Association. According to a stand- 
ing rule, this amout will become a part of our permanent 
fund, The Ole Edvard Rglvaag Memorial Fund, as soon 
as the legacy is received from the court of probate. 


A MEMORIAL GIFT 


From Mts. Martin B. Ruud, Minneapolis, Minnesota, the 
Association has received a gift of $500.00 in memory of 
her husband, Professor Martin B. Ruud, who died Febru- 
aty 8, 1941. In her letter to Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, 
Mrs. Ruud explains that the Association, in its aims, is 
entirely in sympathy with the interests of Dr. Ruud, and 
she therefore wishes to make this gift in his memory. 

In forwarding the check to our Treasurer, Dr. Blegen 
makes hte following statement about Dr. Ruud which we 
shall quote in full. “He was a scholar of catholic inter- 
ests, a much respected and loved teacher in the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, a writer of singular distinction, one of 
the most gifted Norwegian Americans that I have ever 
known. You will recall that Martin B. Ruud and I col- 
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laborated in the volume entitled Norwegian Emigrant 
Songs and Ballads and that he contributed to our series of 
Studies and Records. He was a member of our Associa- 
tion and was deeply interested in our work. He was a 
ptofessor of English who was particularly versed in 
medieval lore, and he had a peerless knowledge of Nor- 
way from early times to the present.” 

The Executive Board will at its next meeting, in con- 
sultation with Dr. Blegen, decide upon the manner in 
which this gift will be dedicated to the memory of Dr. 
Martin B. Ruud. 


SMALLER GIFIS 


For several years Mr. Ole Gullicksen, Founder and Pres- 
ident of the Churchill Cabinet Company in Chicago, has 
sent the Association .a Christmas gift of Fifty Dollars as 
his personal gift, and Fifty Dollars as a gift from the 
Churchill Cabinet Company. We will not be receiving 
these checks any more, since Mr. Gullicksen passed away 
on May 28, 1948. It is our hope that some other members 
of the Association may find it possible to send in some 
gifts before the fiscal year closes. The Secretary’s office 
has the assurance of the Treasury Department that gifts 
to the Norwegian-American Historical Association may be 
deducted when the annual Federal Income Tax report is 
made out. 

Last Christmas we also received a gift of Fifty Dollars 
for the publication fund. This came from the Rev. O. 
Glesne, Northfield, Minnesota. We should like to sug- 
gest to Reverend Glesne that he place the Association on 
his list for Christmas gifts for this year also. 

- From other members of the Association we have during 
the current year received gifts ranging from One Dollar 
to Twenty-Five Dollars. These gifts total $310.00. 

Our Editorial Board reports that they have several man- 
uscripts ready for publication as soon as the necessary 
funds are available. .What can you do to help?. 


MUSEUM 

The Board of Trustees of Luther College made an 
excellent choice in the appointment of Mrs. Inga Nor- 
stog as Curator of the Norwegian-American Historical 
Museum in Decorah, Iowa. During the short time since 
Mrs. Norstog took over the responsibility of Curator she 
has effected. outstanding results. Make arrangements to | 
visit the Museum next time you come in the vicinity of 
Decorah. . 


_ “A HISTORY OF NORWAY” 

Dr. Karen Larsen, Professor of History at St. Olaf Col- 
lege, has written a History of Norway. This history is 
being published by the Princeton University Press under 
the auspices of the American-Scandinavian Foundation. 
The book is to be ready for distribution the latter part of 
October. This is the second large work from the pen of 
Dr. Larsen. In 1936 Dr. Larsen wrote Lawr. Larsen, Pioneer 
College President, which is one of the publications of our 
Association. : 


TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
On October 6, 1950, the Norwegian-American Histori- 
cal Association will be twenty-five years old. The matter 
of an appropriate observance of the day was briefly dis- 
cussed at the last meeting of the Executive Board. Pre- 
liminary plans will undoubtedly be drawn up at the next 
meeting of the Board. 
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